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Britain's Remembrancer 

(Lowndes, p. 2965 ; Hazlitt, No. 19.) 



The meaning of the Title page. 

BEhold ; and marke ; and mind, ye BritiHi Nations, 
This dreadfuU vifion of my Contemplations. 
Before the Throne ^Hcav'n, 7faw, me thought, 
TTiisfamotis Ifland into queJHon brought. 
With better eares then thofe my Body beare, 
I heard impartiall I VSTI C K to declare 
Goifs Benefits, our Thanklefnefle, and what 
Small heed^ his Love, or ludgements here begat, 
I viewed eternall M £ R C I £, howjhejlrozfe 
God's juft deferved Vengeance to remove. 
Butjfo encreajtour Sinnes, andcr^dfo loud^ 
That, at the laft, If aw a difmall Cloud 
Exceeding blacke^ as from the Sea afcending^ 
And over all this Ifle itfelfe extending: 
Withfuch thickefoggie Vapours, thai their fieames 
Seem d, for a while, to darken MERCIES beames. 

Within thisfearfull Cloud, I did behold 
All Plagues and Punifliments, that name I could. 
And with a trembling heart, I feared each houre, 
God would that Temped on this Ifland poure. 

Yet, better hopes appeared : for, loe, the Rayes 
(y M E R C Y pier^d this Cloud, <^ madefuch waits 
Quite through thofe Exhalations, that mine eye 
Did this Infcription, thereupon efpie ; (faid, 

Britaine'j Remembrancer: &*, fomewhat 
Thefe words (me thought) The Storme is, yet, delaid. 
And if ye doe not penitence defer, 
This CLOVD is only, a REMEMBRANCER. 
But, if ye (lill affedl impiety, 
Expedl, eVe long, what this may iignifie. 

This having heard andfeene, 7 thought, nor fit 
Nor fafe it were, for me to f mother it : 
And, therefore, both to others eyes, and eares, 
Have offred, here, what unto mine appeares. 
ludge as ye pleafe, ye Readers, this, or me: 
Truth will be Truth, how eVe it cenfur'd be, 

Geo: Wither. 



Britain's Remembrancer 

Containing 

A Narration of the Plagve lately pad ; 

A Declaration of the MISCHIEFS prefent; 

AndaPr^rfiStt^^oflVDGMENTStocome; 

{li Repentance prevent not.) 

It is Dedicated {^OT the glory of God) 

to Posteritie; and, to Thefe 
Times (if they pleafe) by 

Geo: Wither. 

lOB 32. 8, 9, io« 18, 21, 22. 

Surefyf then is afpirit in man; but the in/piraiion of 
the Almighty giueth underftanding. 

Great men are not ahvayes wife, neither doe the aged 
alway under/land judgement. 

Therefore, I fay, heare me, and J will fhew alfo my 
optnufn. 

For, I am full of matter; and the fpirit within mee 
compelleth me, 

I will not accept the perfon of man, neither will I give 
flattering titles to man. 

For, y may not give flattering titles, lejl my Maher 
tahe me away fuddenly, 

Reade all, or cenfure not : 

For ; He that anfwereth a matter before he heare it, 
it is fhame and folly to him. Pro v. x8. 13. 

Imprinted for Great Briiaine, and are to be 
fold by lOHN GRiSMONDin 

Ivie-Lane, ciD IDCXXVIII. 



TO 
THE KINGS MOST 

EX CE LLENT 
Maiestie. 

Mod Royall SIR: 

"T^Ecaufe I doubted who might firft perufe^ 
Ij Jlufe honeft Raptures ofmyJUighted Mufe ; 
Obfervif^ in the quality ofmoft^ 
Topaffe ra/h judgements (taken up) on trujl\ 
Andy that according to the wits of thofe 
Who cenfure firfty the common Cenfuregoes: 
Perceivings too^ with what oblique afpe^^ 
Some glaring Comets, on my Lines refle(l\ 
AwhUe ypawfedy whether trujl I might 
My plaim-pac^d Meafures to their parttaU fightj 
Who may upon them {ire you reade them)feizey 
And comment on my Text, as theyJhallpUa/e, 
OrJUighty or fcoffe-y fuch men were knowne to me-, 
And being loth, theyfirjl of alljhould be 
My ludges ; here, I offer to your eye 
The prime perufall of this Poeiie. 

For, minding well what hopes I have of You ; 
What courfe, my Fortunes urge me topurfue ; 
What blurres, good Audits by thofe FooUs have got, 
Whofleight defert, becaufe they know it not; 
Whatfreedome Nature gives to et^yfoule, 
Tofpeakejufl things, to Elings, toithout controule ; 
How farre from noble, and from wife they be. 
Who difallow the ViMi^Jhould be free \ 

A a How 



To the King. 

How eas^dweare^ when we our minds difdofe\ 

What profit from our hotuji holdneffe fiowes ; 

What RefoluHons I have made mine owne. 

And what good caufe there is to make them knownt : 

All this well weighing, withfome Reafons moe 

( Which ufefull are for none but me to know) 

7 did notfeare thefe Votvas forth to bring. 

To bide, atfirfl, tlu cenfure of a King. 

And loe^ on milke white paper wings they fly e, 

Reade they that lifl, when you have laid them by. 

But, SIR, I humbly pray you \ let not fall 
Your Doome, till you have read, and read it all: 
For, he thatJhcUl by fragments this perufe. 
Will wrong himfdfe, the Matter, and the Mufe. 
Although a tedious Worke it may appeare, 
Youjhall not wholly lofe your labour here. 
For, though fome heedleffe Courtiers cenfure may 
ThcU on this Bookeyour time were caft away, 
I know it may your fpirits recreate, 
Without diflurbing your affaires ^ State ; 
And, with more ufefull things acquaint your eares, 
TTien twenty hundred thoufand tales of theirs. 
You alfo know, that well it fits a King, 
To hearefuch Meflages, or now I bring. 
And, that in doing fo, to take fome pleafure. 
Great Monarchs thought itjufl to be at leafure. 

Longfince, I have eleiled you to be 
Moecenas, to my Mufes, and to me. 
And if my hopes in youfhall be bereft me, 
I have no other hopes in this kind left me \ 
Nor anypurpofe, whatfoever come, 
Tofeeke another Patron, in your roome. 

Nbrfeeke I now, that I from you may gaine. 
What, other times I covet for mypaine. 



Nor 



To the King. 3 

Nor for hecaufi my heart hath any douht, 
That IJhall need a Friend to heare me out 
Againjl the fury or the fraud of thofe^ 
That openlyy orfecretly^ oppofe 
Such Works ; For^ He that me to this doth call^ 
Shall fave me harmlejfe, or I meane to fall. 
Not that Ifleight your favour, fpeake I this ; 
{For deare and precious to myfouU it is) 
But rat her y that the world may know andfee^ 
How him I trufi thai hath infpired me. 

(Though fome fuppofe I may) I do notfeare^ 
As many wotdd, if in my cafe they were, 
I doe notfeare the World deprive me can 
Offuch a mind, as may become a Man j 
( What ever outward mif cries betide) 
For, God will Meanes^ or Fortitude provide. 
I doe notfeare (unlejjfe I merit blame) 
That any one hath pow'r to worke myfhame: 
Since they who cauflefly my Namefhall fpot. 
Reproach themfdves\ but me difparage not, 
And,fure I am, though manyfeeke tofpight me. 
That ei/ry Dog which barketh cannot bite me, 
I oft have lookt on Death, without difmay, 
When many thoufands he hath f wept away 
On erf ry fide \ and from him have notfUr?d 
One foot, when he moft terrible appeared, 
I know of Want the utmofl dif contents ; 
The cruelty ^Clofe-inaprifonments ; 
The bitterneffe ^Slanders and Difgrace, 
In private corners, and in puhlike place : 
y havefufiaitid cUready, whatfoever 
Defpight can adde, to wrong a good endeavor; 
And, am become fo hopdeffe of procuring 
TVue Peace, (but by a peaceable enduring) 

A 3 That, 



To the King. 

T^af, what remaines tofufferJhaU he borne : 
Andy to repine at Fortune, / willfcorne. 

I doe notfeare thefrownts of mighty men^ 
Nor in Clofe-prifon to be lodg'd agen : 
FoTy Goods, Life, Freedome, Fame, andfuch as thofe^ 
Are things which I may often gaine or lofe^ 
At others pleafures : and^ dre much to prife 
What Man may take^ or give^ I much defpife. 

lam not fearfully as (I heare) arefome^ 
What of the Times, now prefent^ will become \ 
For, God to prof per them emploring fHll, 
Ifearlefiy attend upon his will\ 
And am affur'd, by many Prefidents, 
That like proceedings will have like events. 

I doe notfeare thofe Criticks of your Court , 
That may my good intentions mtf report \ 
Or fay it mtfiefeemeih me to dare 
With fuck bold language tofcUute your eare : 
For, cts J know your Greatnefie, I have knowne 
What freedomes on the Mufes are beflawne-, 
Andy that their Strvsuxts Jhould not whine like thofe 
Who are your daily Orators in profe. 

1 feare not any man that would abufcy 
Or in her lawfull flights affront my Mufe^ 
BecaufCy perhapSy exceptions may be tooke 
Againflfomepajfage in the follmving Booke. 
Foryfhe to none hathpurpofed abufcy 
Andy thereforcy needs norfkeltery nor excufe. 
And whenfhepleafetkyjhe hath meanes to fray 
Thofe Buzzards, that would interrupt her way. 
She dares not onelyy Hobby-///^, make wing 
At Dorrs and Butterflyes ; but cUfofpring 
Thofe Fowles that have beenejlowne at yet by noney 
Ev'n thofe, whom our befl Hawks turne tatle upon. 

Not 



To the K I N G . 3 

Not only at Crowes, Ravens, Dawes, and Kites, 
Rookes, 0.vles, ^Cuckowes, darejhe make her flights^ 
At wily Magpies, or the lay that vaunts 
In others Plumes; or^ greedy Connorants ; 
Or thofsy who being of the Kaftrell-kinde^ 
Vnworthily afpire^ and fan the winde 
Far aerie Titles ; ^r,. the Birds men rate 
Above their valuer for their idle prate. 
At Wag tailes, bufu Titmife, orfuch like; 
But, with her pounces, them dares cUfoflrike 
Thatfurnifli Courtly Tables, As, our Gull, 
A bird much found among the WorfhipfulL 
Our Dottrelli, which are caught by imitation. 
Our Woodcocks, Jhadowin^ out thcUfooliJh Nation, 
Who hide their heads, and thinkefecure they be, 
When they themf elves their dangers doe not fee, 
Ourflrutting Peacockes, whofe harjh voice dothjhow, 
Thatfomejharpefkrmy windes willfhortly blow. 
Our HtmdhaLweSfJlicingbackwardj^th on thofe, 
Whofe worths they dare not openly oppofe. 
Our traiterous Mallards, which are fed and taught. 
To bring in other wilde-fooles, to be caught, 
Thofe Fowles, thcU in their over-daring pride. 
Forget their breed, and will be Egli&de. 
Our Briti/h Barnacles, that are a difk 
That can be termed neither flejh norfifh, 
Etfn thefe, or any Fowle,fhe durfl furprife, 
Ifth^ dare croffe her^ when to check fhe flies. 

Or, if that any onefhcUl doe us wrong, 
Who for our mounting Falcons is toofoong; 
I can unkennell fuch an eager packe 
Of deep-mouthed Hounds, thcU they afraid fhall make 
Ourfternefl Beails of prey, and cunning ft Vermine, 
£v*nfrom the Fox-fur, to the fpotted Ermine. 

^4 In 



To the King. 

In plainer termes \ ifanyJhaU oppofe 
My Mufe, when in a lawfidlpaihjhegoes^ 
She will not much hejlartledy bid^ goe neare 
To tell them what they would he loth to heare. 
She's none ofthofe that/pew out railing Rimes ; 
Againjl fome publike perfons of the Times ^ 
7'hrough Jpleene or envy, then, for feare, orjhame^ 
Divulge them to the world without a Name ; ' 
Or hide their heads. Nor can thofe threats (thatfrighf 
Such Libellers) compell her not to write^ 
Vnleffejhe pleafe : for^Jhe doth know her Warrants, 
And fends her Meflengers on lawfull arrants. 
She utters Truth ; ei/n that^ which welljfu knowes 
Becomes her, at this prefent^ to difclofe. 
That calPdJhe was, to make this Declaration^ 
Shefiands affured\ and of that vocation 
Such teflimonies hath, that I defpife 
His judgement who thepote/r thereof denyes. 
For, yours I doubt not^ and if pleas' d you are. 
For what mans cenfure living need I care ? 

Nofuch like pannickfeare ajffrighteth her. 
As that which doth her enemies deterre* 
But, iffhe lift, infpite of all the rage, 
{And all the bitter malice of this age) 
She dares reprove, and vexe theproudfi of them, 
Who Iter, and Jier endeavors doe contemne ; 
Andfet (who ire they be) her markes on thofe 
Who Vertue, in her honefl courfe oppofe. 
Yea, themJheeHl make, whom felfe-conceit befots, 
Diflnift, thai we difcry their fecret' ft plots, 
And may at pleafure, lay to open view. 
Both what they purpofe, and whatfhall enfue 
On their vaine Projedls ; though when they b^un them. 
They placed many veiles, and maskes, upon them, 

sm, 
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To the King. 5 

Sllij nofuch Toyes as thofe dot make me fearfully 
Nor of their hate or favour am I carefulL 
Forjheiter therefore, this I brought not hither^ 
Nor am I hoptfuU^ or defirous either. 
To compaffe any private profit by it. 
Or, to my perfon any praife, or quiet. 
For, I can hope for nothing, till Ifeee, 
The World, and my defervings better be. 

And, howfoever I am, now and then, 
Asfoolijli in my hopes as other men ; 
Yet, at this prefent, (and at eifryfeafon. 
In which my oft weake eyes of Faith and Reafon 
Vnclofed are) me thinks, thofe things, in which 
The world appeares mofl glorious, and mofl rich ; 
Are no more worthy ofmyferious hopes, 
Then Railes, Pot-guns, or the Schoole-boyes Tops, 

I^ God will give me bread but for to day, 
(And, but my Joule voiuhfafe me for a prey) 
Twixt him and me, there fhcUl be no conditions 
For worldy honours, or for large poffeffions : 
For, (as longfince an Hdfrew Prophet ya/V/, 
Whenfuch like times, as thefe, had much difmaid 
Hisfearfull Scribe) Is this a time for me 
To feeke preferment, or made rich to be % 
No, no \for, if thefe dayes continue fuch 
As now they be, each Groome will have as much 
As hcUh his Lord ; and diffrence will befmall 
Betwixt the richefl and the pooi^fl of all 

There are enough already, who defire 
To riches, and high places to afpire. 
There be great numbers, who will projedls bring you. 
And Bookes, and Tales; and Songs, it may be,fingyou, 
For, their owne profit: but, there want of thofe. 
That would their honors, or their livings lofe. 

As Or 



To the K I N G . 

Or hazard their preferments^ to declare 
Thofe Truths, that worthy ofdifclofing are. 

Yet, that is all (Dread Soveraigne) I have fought. 
In tendriTjgyou thefe Lines that T have brought. 
And, that by my example, others may 
Take heart tofpeake what they are bound to fay, 
I know, the ods is more then ten to three. 
That for this boldneffe mofl will cenfure me 
As mador foolifh : and, my befl reward 
Will be this comfort, that I boldly dat^d 
Tofpeake the needfull Truth, atfuch a time. 
In which the braveff vertue feemes a crime, 

I doe expe^ this wife-appearing age 
Should at thefreedome of my Poeme rage. 
And, thatfome witty ^om^rs fhould abttfe 
With taunting Epithites, my honefl Mufe ; 
As iffhe were produce' d by Chymiflry, 
Of Salt and Sulphur, without Mercury. 
But, I am proof e againfl their flafhy fluff e\ 
And for their fcornings I have f come enough, 

I looke our Politicians /hould defame 
My Straines, by cenfuring them to be to blame, 
Or over bufie. But, my feeming folly 
May makefome Readers flrive to be more holy. 
Then heretofore : yea, fome who thinke they know 
Enough already ; fhall more prudent grow 
By This. And I am willing to be thought 
A foole, that they more wifedome may be taught. 

Yet, I confeffe, that lately when If aw 
This courfe, did hate, and wants upon me draw. 
And that, without a Second, Iwasfaine 
The waight of all my troubles tofuflaine\ 
I half e refolv'd, that Iwouldfpeake no more 
So plaine, againfl Abufe, <w heretofore-, 

And 
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To the K I N G . 5 

And (thinking I had ventured well for one) 
Did meane to leave the World Im' courfe to run : 
Nay ^ from good words (although it was apainc) 
I fully was refolved to refraine, 

But^ when IfiUnce kept, my heart became 
As hot uithin me^ as afiery flame, 
Yea, like new wine^ in veflels wanting vent^ 
My thoughts didfweU my hreftto be unpent; 
Andf at the lafl, /emptied with my quill 
A veine, which did the foil owing WoXyimt fill y 
Suppofing by the publike Preffe to fend ity 
To them, for whofe Remembrance / intend it, 

Buty they who keepe thepaffagCy back did thruft it 
Before peruf all 'y andy (belike) dt/lrufl it, 
Becaufe my name it cary'd, to befuch 
As might upon their friends too neerely touch, 
Foryfome of them have f aid 'y that were my writing 
As true as tJiat of holy lohns inditing. 
They would not licence it : fofearfull are 
Thefe guilty Times the voice (t/* Truth to heare. 

When therefore, I had this my Oflring brought, 
And laid it at their doore; a while I thought 
My fdfe dif charged', but},my Confcience/tf/V/, 
My worke was loft, andftill my vow unpaid. 
Till I hadprcutifd cdry likely way. 
To tell the Meffage which I had to fay, 
Andyfince the common way it might notpaffe, 
To bring it by your Gate, refolt/d J was, 

Myfirft determining offuch a thing. 
Did many feverall doubts upon me bring, 
Ofu while y doubted, that thofefooles who mock 
At piety, would make a laughing-flock 
Of this and me: and fay (withfome difdaine) 
7 hat I would make my felfe a Prophet ^/«^.- 

And 
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To the K I N G. 

Andpuft wiihfelfe cancdty hadpenrCd a Story 
For private endSy and for mine owne vaine glory. 
Or^ that with pride and arrogance deluded^ 
I had upon undecent things intruded. 

Another while 7 doubted fome would prate^ 
That thefe my Lines dijhanored the State, 
And on the Government afperfions laid] 
As of their warnings oft the lewes have f aid. 

Sometime Jfearaiy all my words would make 
But few or none the better heed to take. 
Becaufe I reade^ thai many a Prophet jjJ^y^ 
Whatyfmall effe6l within his life time tcoke^ 
Except y in aggravating ofabufeSy 
And leaving them the tnore without excufes. 

Sometime againe^ I feared left if You 
Referring this my Poem to their view 
Who mtjfconceive it may, {and trufHng them 
In cenfuringy who cauflefly condemne 
Men innocent) mighty by thcU evill chance 
Be wron^d'y andfufferfor their ignorance. 
Thus Kings are often injured: andy fome perifh 
In their diflike, whom they are bound to diertfh. 

IfaWy mor cover y that my FoeSy oflatCy 
Hadfo much wronged me in my eflatCy 
By needUffe charge y cmd caufleffe hindring me. 
From thofe dueprofitSy which my Portion be] 
ThcU to recover themy (and to purfue 
My lawfull right) I have no meanes but yoUy 
And your fuft favour. IVhichy if Ifhould miffcy 
(By giving to your eare difiafl in this) 
My adverfaries would prevaUcy y thought y 
Andy my difgrctcCy and ruine would be wrought. 

Thefe carnall doubts, and many other fuchy 
Again/l my Reafon did prevailefo muchy 

That 
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To the K I N G . 7 

Thai I was half afraid to venture en 

In thai, which ought with courage to be done. 

But, whilfl Ifiagger'd, and d/gan toftay. 

Me thought, within me^fomewhat thus did fay, 

Bafe Coward', hath God's love fo many dayes, 
To thee appeared ; and fo many wayes 9 
Haft thou fo often felt, what thou doft know, 
From nothing, but the pow'r of God can flow t 
Hath he fo plainly told thee, with what wiles, 
The foolilh world, her felfe, and thofe beguiles 
That harken to her? Hath he made thee fee 
How Uttle harme, her fpight can do to thee ? 
Nay, hath he pleafed bin to bring unto thee, 
Great profits, by thofe injuries men doe thee. 
And, (hall the feare but of a paltry fcoffe, 
From that which he appointeth, beat thee off? 
Hath he fo often kept thee from difgrace. 
And fed and cloth'd thee, meerely of his grace. 
That thou (houldft now diftruft he will deceive thee, 
And, when he fends thee on his Mejfage, leave thee, 
Without thofe neceffaries, which pertaine 
To thofe who in his Service doe remaine ? 

Hath he no meanes to bring thee fit fupplies. 
But fuch as thine owne wifdome can devife ? 
Hath God deftroy'd fo many of thy hopes, 
And doft thou build them ftill on camall props ? 
Didft thou fo many times, in fecret, vow 
Affiance in his promifes ? and, now 
Haft thou no furer helps to truft unto, 
Then Kings and Princes f And, as others doe 
(Who have not thy experience) doft thou (brink 
As foone as any outward Stay doth fmke ? 
Wouldft thou thy God difpleafe, to keepe a friend, 
Perhaps in vaine, for fome poore temporall end ? 

Is't 
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Is*t now a Seafon (when the Lands tranfgrelfions 
Have ftiaken all) to fettle thy Fcffeffions f 
When all the Towne about thee is on fire, 
Wouldil thou go build thy llraw clad Cottage hyer ? 

Well ; take thy courfe. Yet, know, if thou forbeare 
What now thy Confcience bids thee to declare. 
Thy foolifli Ilope (hall faile thee, ne*re the leffe ; 
Thy wrongfuU fufloing (hall have no redre(re ; 
Thou (halt have greater wants then pinch thee yet ; 
New forrowes, and difgraces, thou (halt get 
In (lead of helpe ; and, which is word of all, 
A guilty Confcience^ too, torment thee (halL 

Then, be advifed, and proceed to do 
That lawfiiU A6ly thy heart enclines unto ; 
And, be thou fure, that God will raake thee (Irong 
Againd the violence of ev*ry wrong. 
Be (lout ; and though all perfons through the Land, 
Ev'n Prince and People both, (hould thee withdand, 
Their oppofition nothing harme thee (hall \ 
But, thou (halt bide them like a brazen wall ; 
And if thou fuffer perfecutions (lame, 
Thou (halt be but refined in the (ame. 

Such thoughts were whijper^d in me. And though fome 
May think theni vainefuggeJHons^ flowing from 
Difkmper^d¥2Xicy'y J dare boldly fay. 
They lye : And, I their motives doe obey. 
All doubts, andfeares, and flops, arc broken through. 
And he (Dread SoVraigne) I have brought to you 
(In all humilitie) myfelfe and thefe 
My honefl and my jufl REMEMBRANCES: 
To paffe,for thofe, to whom they appertained 
Or, here for my dif charging to remaine, 
God is already angry {Pme afraid) 
Becaufe this duty Ifo long delaid. 

And 
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Andy (land, or fall, now I have reacht thtrdOy 
J would noty for the world y it were to do. 

Good SIR J rejeil it noty althottgh it bring 
Appearances of fome fantaJHcke thing, 
Atfirjt unfolding: for, thofe Myfteries 
Which we mofl hoiwry and mojt highly prife, 
Doefeeme to he biU foolijhneffe to fome. 
Andy when our fin to any height is come, 
yt brings a height of foWyy which oft makes 
That courfe tofeeme uncomely, that God takes 
For our reproof e, (and chiefly) if it cary 
Thefhew of any way not ordinary. 
Which (put of doubt) is requifUCy when fin 
Thats extraordinary breaketh in, 

Beleeve not thofe, who reafons will invent. 
To make this Yohimtfeeme impertinent: 
Fory what is more of moment y then afbry 
Which mentioneth to God Almighties glorie. 
His ludgements, and his Mercies? and doth Jhow 
Thofe things that may prevent our overthrow ? 
Sure, nothing is more worthy of regard: 
And, though afoolijk tale befooner heard, 
Yety in rejfpedl tJureof, the gloriouft things, 
Thatfland upon record of earthly Kings, 
Appeare to me as vaine, as large difcourfes 
OfchUdiJh May games, and of Hobby-horfes. 

Give eare to none, I pray you, who fhall feeke 
To move, within your HighneiTe, a diflike 
To my unufuall boldneffe, or my phrafe: 
For, who doth lifkn to an honeft caufe 
In thefe regardleffe times, unleffe it be 
So drefl, as ifitfeenCdtofay\ Come fee 
What's here to do. Men's wits arefalne afleepe\ 
Aud, if I doe not fome flrange rumbling keepe, 

{That 
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(That is not looktfor) they no heed will take^ 
Of what Ifayy how truefoire Ifpeake, 

J know there he Occafions, Times, and Caufes, 
Which doe require foft words, and lowly Phrafes : 
And, then, like other men, I teach my Mufe 
Tofpeakefuch language as my neighbours ufe 

But, there are alfo Times which will require. 
That wejhould with our Numbers mingle fire: 
And, then I vent bold words ; that You, and They 
Who come to heare them, take occafion may 
To aske or to examine, whafs the matter. 
My Ytxi^ffeakes tartly, when mojl Vfnieis flatter. 
For, by that meanes, you may experience d grow 
In many things which dfe you Jhould not know. 

My Lines are loyall, though they bold appeare: 
And though, atfirji, they make fame Readers feare 
I want good manners ; yet, when they are weighed. 
It will be found that I have nothing f aid. 
In manner, or in matter worthy blame, 
If they alone fhall judge me for the fame. 
Who know true Vertues language-, and how free 
From glozing termes, her Servants ufe to be. 

Though bold Ifeeme tofome, that Cowards are. 
Yet, you I hope,JhcUlfinde, I neither dare 
Things that or needleffe be, or defperate\ 
Or, that I covet to be wondred at 
Among thofefooles, who love to heare it f aid. 
That they to brectke their necks were not afraid. 
For, as a Seaman, when the Mafl he climbes. 
Is fafe etiough, though he in danger feemes 
Tofome beholders: So, although that Path, 
In which I tread, afhew of perill hath 
To thofe who fee not what f aft hold I take, 
Myflanding wUl befirme, when theirs dothjhake. 

And 
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And, if I fail, I fall not by this Ad, 
Buty by their malicey who diflike the Fa6L 

Heed none I pray , that hathfo little Jhame, 
To fay thefe times are notfo much to blame 
As 1 have made themfeeme : for, worfe they are 
Then I have yet expreffed them, by far. 
And, much I feare, that they who mqfl defend them. 
Will make them to be worfe, before they mend them. 

Nor doubt you, Ro3rall SIR, that from thefiory 
Ofyourjufl raigne, or from your future glory ^ 
It ought fhall derogate, to heare it told, 
Such evills, whilfl you raigned, were contrould. 
For, we doe reade, that Kings who pioufl were. 
Had wicked Subjects, And, beflde, you are 
So late enthroned, that your government 
Could little infofmall a time augment 
Their being good or ill : But, you fhall gaine 
The greater glory, if you can refiraine 
(And keepefrom growing worfe) a time, become 
So grof/dy wicked, andfo troublefome. 

If any other way my Verfe be wronged. 
By Readers ill advised, or evill tongued, 
Vouchfafe tofpareyour cenfure, till you heare 
What ju^ replies to their Objedlions are. 
Or, if that any to difparage this, 
To you, fhall of my life report amiffe ; 
RejeH their fcandals {for your owne dear e fake) 
And let them no impreffions on you make. 
For, evill tongues fometimes willfet their flings 
VnjufUy, on the f acred name of Kings ; 
Much more on mine. But, for my owne repute, 
So carefull am y not to make thisfute. 
But for my Mufes honor. For, in all 
My outward actions, I dare boldly call 

Your 
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Yourjlri^ft Lawes to cenfurc me. And what 

I am to Gody it may be gueffed at^ 

But rightly knowrte, to none but him^ and me. 

Andy though from outward /capes IJiand notfree^ 

Yety let this Meflage her due merit win : 

For, Gods moft holy Prophets had their fin. 

As in a Glaffe, here may youy by reflexion. 

Behold {without the hazard of infeilion) 

The horrid Peftilence in her true former 

Which in your Kingdome didfo lately Jlorme \ 

And is fofinme forgotteny that I erre, 

Vnleffe there needeth a REM EM BR A N C ER. 

Hereby y fucceeding Times, in fuch like terrors. 
May learne to fee and to prevent fome errors, 
HerCy underfland you may (without falfe glose) 
What heretofore your people didfuppofe 
Q/*You.- Their hopes before your Coronationy 
And what hath beenefince then their expe^ationy 
HerCy you may partly feCy what you of them 
May hope: what you fliould cJierifh or condetnne. 
HerCy view you may (before too far theyfkale) 
Thefickneffes ^Church and Commonweale : 
What brings upon your Perfon, and the State, 
Such carCy andfo much trouble as of late: 
What marres your Counfels, and what undermines 
Your moft approved and moft wife deftgnes : 
What makes your Axmes your Vertues, 6* your Friends 
So little helpfull to your pious ends : 
What makes your Fleets retume without fucuffe ; 
What breedeth doublings and unfetledneffe 
In weighty matters ; and whence difcord fprings 
Among the People, and twixt them and Kings. 

Andy if it well obferved bCy perchance, 
Whatfeemes to moft a trifling circumftancCy 

Shall 
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Shall of it felfe infomie^ or elfe prepare 
Tofignifie thofe things thai weightiejl are : 
For^ they who can my Mufes recLch difceme 
Shall find^ that what mojl think doth but concerne 
My per f on onely ; may to that conduce^ 
Which ferves to publikCy and to private ufe. 

Moreover^ this Remembrancer dothjhowy 
To what the folly ofthefe times will grow \ 
Andy what in future dales will furely fall 
If we our courfes long continue fhall, 
Hcy lafUy doth declare the certaine way, 
By which, enjuing harmes prevent we may \ 
Take off the skars, our paffed fins have given. 
And, make our prefent peace with earth and heaven. 

Deare SIR; as you your honor do refpeil 
For times to come: as you do now affe5l 
Your prefefit comforts, and thofe hopes that are 
The pledges of that Crowne, you looke to weare, 
( When you muft leave that golden Crowne of thomes, 
Which paines your head, as much as it adomes) 
Give heed to thefe Remembrances .- Command them 
To paffe, infpight offuch as would withfland them. 
Doe you rrforme, according to your poufrs. 
In ev'ry quarter of this He of yours, 
Give way to Reformation. In the Crimes, 
And many crying fins, ofthefe lowd times, 
Be you no partner, by conniving at 
Their A6lors ; or, difcountenancing thai 
Which may difable them to tyrannize ; 
Who will to hide oldfinnes, new faults devife. 
And, doe not for fome few referve that eare, 
Which fhould thefuit ofev^ry Subjedl heare. 

But, as you have beene, yet (and as I truft 
You fhall continue) be in all things juft\ 

And 
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And as upright^ as him it may hefity 
Who doth in place of ^jodi Almighty^/; 
That you and yours, mayJHll in fafoty Jiand, 
What plague f aver fall upon the Land. 

Andy let not my Petition he condemned. 
As over bold, or my advice contemned, 
Becaufe a man defpifcd gives the fame \ 
FoTyfeldome hitherto^ a Meffage came 
From Gody onfuch occaftons, butfome one 
In outward fhowy fcarce worthy thittking on^ 
Was made the Meffenger. All heai/nly graces 
Are not intaiPd on men of highefl places : 
Nor is all thai which eifry Prelate y2iy^, 
To be beleev^d as Gofpell, now cuiayes, 

Godftill (as heretofore) calls vulgar men 
Tofpeake his will to Princes, now and then : 
Yea, to delude the World, or to deride 
Her arrogant vaine glory ^ and her pride, 
God checks her oft, by thofe of whom we fee 
She mofl of all difdaines reproved to be : 
That, fo, her loftineffe he may debafe. 
And to the lowly minded fhew his grace. 

It peradventure may be thought I come 
With nothing elfe but gleanings, gathered from 
The common Rumors, (which Ifaine would flrow 
Abroad againe, to publifh wliat I know) 
But, let men Judge their pleafures : I am free 
From thofe poore ends \ and, fofUll hope to be. 

In this, I nunfd not, of mine owne intent, 
Nor am I, SIR, by any MortaliyJw// 
Moreflrong is my CommifTion. And, what eWe 
Itfeemes to thofe who unacquainted are 
With Gods Charadlers, atid his Privie feale, 
The Times to comefhall openly reveale 
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WAaf thefe perceive not ; and^ iiJhaU befeene, 
Thai I have warrantably called beene, 

Meane time my Confcience, knowes I have not run 
With rajlineffe into that which j have done ; 
But, rather that I maugre mine owne will^ 
Was rouzed up^ andfpurred onward JHll^ 
In this performance \ when my Cowardice, 
My Sloth, my Pleafure, or my Avarice, 
Or worldly Policies, their baits did lay, 
To tempt and draw my heart another way. 
Yea, fo untoward was I to conforme 
My Will, this uncouth Adlion to performe, 
That, many times I quite gave off to doe 
What I had vowed, and Jet hand unto. 

For, had not God by terrors, wants, diilradlions. 
And crofflng all thofe temporall hopes and adlions 
Which I attempted, fince Ifirji began 
This taske: or, if he had not now and than 
Among thofe lafhes, mixed comfortings. 
And apprehenfions of diviner things 
Ihenflefh and blood informeth {as, no doubt, 
This Booke will prove to fame who readc it out) 
I neither fliould have knowne what I have told, 
Nor dared in thefe times to befo bold. 

For, whefi the World can tempt me for a day, 
To caftfuch Meditations quite away, 
(And plod, as others doe, in her affaires^ 
My Courage, and my Comforts, // impair^s. 
And, if I hdppen then, to over-looke 
Somepaffages in this enfuing Booke, 
J wonder at their boldneffe, jufl as much, 
As he, whofe heart had never fuch a touch : 
And, till by reading them, new fire I take. 
My owne ExpreiTions, me doefearfull make. 

Yet, 
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Yet, here arepoore andflender things, to thai 
Which ofthefe Times, time comming will relate : 
For though my Fortune /lath obfctired me. 
Yet in all matters might it fitting be 
For me tofpeake my knowledge ofthofe things 
Which to my eare and eye, Occafion brings. 
So many fad relations I could make. 
That every honejl Readers heart would ake\ 
And think this ll9,\Aon fooli/h, (if not mad) 
Or, that all Reafon quite forfooke us had. 
Yea, had I meanes to prove to ev'ry man. 
What to my owne experience prove 1 can ; 
Or were it meet, inpubike to declare 
All things which knowne, and unconfidered are \ 
My Mufe would make, perhaps ei/n thofe to grieve, 
(And tremble too) wlio doe nor yet beleeve. 
Nor care to know how deffrately difeafd 
This Land is growne. How ever they arepleafd 
Who have difkmper^d it ; to you I trufl 
Jfhall not be diflaftfull, that I mufl 
Dilate my minde a little, infuch wife. 
That you may fee how ficke your Kingdome lies. 

For, that alone which fits me to difclofe. 
And whafs already knowne to friends and foes 
My Verfe difcouers. Yea what to conceale 
More harmes, then profiteth your Common weale, 
Is here in part commemori£d, tofhow 
That we confider not the things we know. 
And, iflfhcUl mifcariefor declaring 
Thefe needfuU Truths, (and, for this honeft daring) 
A rufh I care not. For, Pde rather die 
Alone, before thofe dayes ofmifery 
Thatfeeme to be approaching ( and for faying 
What (being heeded) might procure the flaying 

Of 



22 



To the K I N G . II 

Ofuniverfall Plagues) then live andpmjh 
WithfooleSy who doe ihemfelves for flaughier nourijh. 

I am no Statefman, neither {py pretence 
Of having gotten large intelligence) 
Would I infintuiiefor more ejkeme 
Then I deferve\ or^ to deferve may feeme. 
Buty being fit onfuch a middling height, 
Where I (by God*s permiffion) have the fight 
Of many things (which tlieyjhall never fee 
Who far above, or far below me be) 
What I obferve, 7 ponder , and compare ; 
Andy what J thinke may profit, J declare. 

I therefore hope, what dre the perfon feeme, 
The matter fhall procure itfelfe efteeme : 
And, make this age to know, therms majefty 
Infimpleft Truth ; andfuch authority 
As Will command regard, though want itjhall 
Thofe glorious garbs which faljhood jets withall. 

7 hope to fee all Vertuejhine in You ; 
And that your good example will renue 
Decaying Piety. I likewife hope 
2'hat thefe Remembraxices fhall find no flop 
By your appointment, nor by any powW 
Which taketh her authority from your. 
For, when it fhcUl be feene, that you give way 
To publifh This : your people jufUy may, 
{And will) affirme, that you areftill the fame 
They hoped of you : that you cdfo blame 
As much as any, what dif ordered is ; 
And, that you feeke to mend whafs found amiffe : 
Yea, they that elfe willfiorme and vexe to fee 
My Lines, thus bold,\uill calme and quiet be. 

However, I have faid^ and, I have done ; 
Let what God pleafeth follow therevpon. 

My 



23 



To the King. 

My heart is fixed \ and I up have taken 

Thofe Refolutions, that wUlJland un/haken, 

(I truft) though 'EsjtYiJhould finke, and ail tlu Spheares 

Come thundring downe inflames about my eares. 

Which Hopes ofmine^fi>me will^ perchance deride^ 
Andfoole themf elves ^ to fee my patience tride 
By what they can infli^, ( unleffe you flay 
That rage, to which my Verfe provoke them may) 
Bui, fee your Honour be not wronged by it, 
Andy let them doe their worfl\ for I d^e it: 
Becaufe I know, what ire thefpight of man, 
Againflthis VotvaQ, fpeake or prailife can, 
Jtfhall continue, when all thofe be rotten, 
Or live with infamy, or dye forgotten, 
Whofhall oppofe it, y moreover know. 
That, dead, or living, I efleenCdfliall grow, 
For what they blame. That Genius tells me this. 
Which never yet perfwaded me amifle. 
And, I beleeve him : Elfe let me become 
Of all asfcortid, as I am now offome. 
Yea, if they ever drive me to repent, 
Thctt honefl minde with which I tinder-went 
This Labour ; Let tlu unfhes of my Foes 
Befall me, and let ev'ry one of thofe 
Who either heare me nanid in future ages. 
Or fhall perceive, I fair d in my Prefages, 
Be bold to fay, my heart was never right. 
But, that I liifd and dVde an HYPO CRITE 

Your Majeflies moft loyall Subje<5l, 

and moil humble Servant 

Geo: Wither. 
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STay Reader^ and take a few lines by way of pre- 
vention: For, though in meere temporall endea- 
vors, I obferve with Solomon^ that The race is not to 
the fwifl, nor the battle to the Jlrong, nor bread to the 
wife, nor riches to men of underflanding^ nor favour to 
men of skill, but that time and chance commeth to all\ 
yet, I know every man is to profecute likely meanes 
of convenient things. And, though Ignorance wax- 
eth fo arrogant, and Art fo envious, that after much 
paines in fome good performance, wee mud other- 
while take as much more to prevent mifconflrudti- 
ons (and thinke our felves well rewarded, if at lafl 
we may efcape without a mifchiefe) yet, fince it is 
the common lot, I will beare it patiently, and feeke 
to avoyd as many inconveniences as I may. 

It is impoffible to prevent all : for, fome out of 
meere malice pradtife the difparagement of every 
labour whereby the glory of God may feeme to bee 
advanced; and if on the Worke they cannot fallen 
their Detra^ions, then they will, to difable it, vilifie 
the perfon of the Author This was the confpiracy 
of the leives againfl Jeremy, {Come (faid they) let us de- 
vife device againfl him, let us fmite him with the tongue, 
and let us not give heed to any of his words,) And this 
way alfo in fo violent a manner have I beene perfe- 
cuted, as if my Difgrace might advance the publike 
Honour. 

Againft my MOTTO, though (as I forefpake) 
it redounded to their owne fhame, fo raged my Ad- 
verfaries, that not content with my perfonal troubles, 
they fought the difparagement of that Booke, by a 
libellous anfwer thereunto: wherein, I was ufed as 
mod writers of Controverfies, in thefe dayes, ufe each 
other : To wit, they obje6led what I never thought, 

B and 
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and then made replies to their owne devices : which 
being finifhed, was imprinted with an infcription 
falfly charging me, with labouring to flay the pub- 
lication thereof; and then alfo, it was very glori- 
oufly fixed on the gate of my lodging, as if it had been 
fome bill of TYiumph, But, it proved a ridiculous 
Pamphlet^ and became more loile and difgrace unto 
the divulgers thereof, then I defired; and, none 
thought the worfe of me or that Booke for thofe In- 
ve<5lives, fave they onely, whofe commendations 
would be more dilhonor to me, then their difpraife. 

Hereby, therefore, I feeke not fo much to pre- 
vent the like injury to my perfon, as to remove thofe 
occafions of prejudice, which fcandalous cenfures 
may raife in fome other, who might elfe, perhaps, 
receive the more profit from tliis REMEMBRAN- 
CER: And what I will lay to that purpofe (hall bee 
very briefe. 

Firft (in regard my ayme in this PoemCy is chiefly 
God's glory, and the welfare of this Church and 
Commonwealth) I defire I may not be traduced, though 
I have here and there inferred fome lighter expref- 
fions, then feeme at firft view to become the gravity 
of the Suhje^: For, (confidering the common va- 
nity, and how tedious matters of moft confequence 
are unto fome eares) it is neceflary, and by good 
authority warrantable, to make ufe of all indifferent 
meanes, to worke on humane infirmities, for our 
hearers profit 

Secondly, I requeft that wherein I differ from 
the vulgar Tenets, I may not ralhly be reproved; 
but that my affirmations, may with all their due cir- 
cumftances, be firft weighed : For, otherwhile there 
is juft occafion to h3rperbolize« And, as he that rec- 
tifying 
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tifying a crooked (laffe, bends it fomewhat on the 
other fide : fo, in many cafes, we are conflrained to 
urge that which appeares over much on the right 
hand, before thofe who are too far on the left hand, 
will beleeve they are ought awry. Thus did the Fa- 
thers of the Church when they had to doe with fome 
Herdikes^ and have beene thereby mif-underflood, 
and mif-cenfured by heedleffe Readers. In the feme 
manner have my writings beene abufed ; yea, my 
hearers have beene fo hally, that had I not explained 
my felfe to be of their opinion, within fome few lines 
after, doubtleffe they would have robbed me of my 
owne meaning. But, they who well heed what I af- 
firme or deny, will finde (I hope) that I keepe a mid- 
ling path betwixt extreames. 

If any conceive (as I heare they doe) that I did un- 
wifely to remaine in London during the great Mor- 
taHty^ here memorized, let them perufe the third 
CantOy and they (hall there fee, what Motives and 
what warrant I had for fo doing. I think it will fatif- 
fie them; for, fo well it fatisfied me, that (whatfoe- 
ver others may imagine) I know it had beene better 
I Ihould have perifhed in that fickmffe^ then to have 
had a heart difobedient to fuch motions. 

If any taxe me for inferring fo many Lines con- 
cerning my owne thoughts and refolutions; let them 
condder what ufe fome Readers may make by appli- 
cation to themfelves ; by having my inward conflidts 
for their examples; and by feeing alfo what necefli- 
ties there were for me to (Irengthen my felfe, both 
againft the world, and againil my owne facilities, (in 
my hazardous undertakings) by expoftulating with 
my heart, what my confcience could fay, for it felfe.- 
Let them, I fay, confider what in this kinde is confi- 

B 2 derable, 
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derable, and then, perhaps, thofe perfonall relations 
will not feeme impertinent 

If queftion be made, by what authority, I took on 
me to write this Hands REMEMBRANCER: in 
the fifth CantOy and in fome other places of this Book, 
they (hall fiinde mention of my Commiffion \ And '\i 
they be not thereby perfwaded, that I have a good 
Authority y it will be through their ignorance, and no 
fault of mine. Thofe Mercies and Judgements of 
God's which I memorize, are fuch as this Kingdome 
is generally witneffe of The Sins I reprove, are none 
but thofe which were, and are notorioufly commit- 
ted: I have reprehended them in fuch manner, as 
God's holy Word^ and the univerfall law of Nature 
hath warranted in all ages. I have foretold what (hall 
come upon fuch TranlgrefTors, according to the pre- 
didlions of the Prophets, I have aflured, upon Repen- 
tancey thofe blefTings which God himfelfe hath pro- 
mifed. I have confirmed all my owne Refolutions 
by the divine Covenanty and that working of the blef- 
fed Spirity which I have a feeling of in my own heart : 
And, if in thefe things I be deceived, I know not who 
hath power to make me confident of any thing in 
this life. 

If any diflike my perfonating God (as in the firft 
Canto) let them fearch, and they (hall finde it ufuall 
not onely in Chriflian PoemSy but alfo in the holy 
Teoct, And if we introduce him according to his At- 
tributeSy and fpeaking according to what in his writ- 
ten word he hath already fpoken, it may be juftified. 
If my perfonating Mercy and lujliccy or my creating 
of other Objects reprefentative, or my Methody or my 
Phrafty or any fuch like, feeme offenfive ; my Mufe 
hath apologized for her felfe, as much as I thinke 
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needfull, in many places of this Booke as occadon is 
offered, efpecially in the fecond, fifth, and eighth 
Cantons, 

If the Poeme feeme too large, or the particulars to 
be over tedioufly infiiled vpon \ confider, in how ma- 
ny impertinent and trifling difcourfes and a<Slions the 
befl of us doe confume farre more houres then the 
perufall of this requires minutes, and yet thinke it no 
tedioufneffe : and let them call to minde how many 
huge Volumes this age imprints and reades, which 
are foolifh, if not wicked : let them remember alfo, 
that our whole life is little enough lo be employed in 
the meditation of what is here recorded. Let them 
be perfwaded likewife, that I have not written this 
for thofe who have no need thereof, or to fhow my 
owne wit or compendioufneffe, but to warn and in- 
flrudl the ignorant; to whom I fhould more often 
fpeake in vaine, if I did not otherwhile by repetitions 
and circumlocutions, flirre up their affedlions, and 
beat into their underflandings, the knowledge and 
feeling of thofe things which 1 deliver. Yea, let them 
know, that 1 know thofe exprefTions will bee both 
pleafing and profitable to fome, which they imagine 
to be needleffe, and fuperabundant ; and that I had 
rather twenty nice Criiicks fhould cenfure mee for a 
word here and there fuperfluous, then that one of 
thofe other fhould want that which might explaine 
my meanings to their capacities, and fo make fru- 
flrate all my labour to thofe who have mofl need of 
it, and for whom it was chiefly intended. 

If you find any thing which may feeme fpoken out 
of due Time \ blame not mee altogether ; for, it is a- 
bove two yeares fince I laboured to get this Booke 
printed, and it hath cofl me more mony, more pains, 
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and much more time to publifh it, then to compofe 
it : For, I was faine to imprint every Iheet thereof 
with my owne hand, becaufe I could not get allow- 
ance to doe it publikely : fo unwilling are we of Re- 
membrancers in this kind. 

If you find ought clfe that may be doubted of, or 
for which I may feeme reprovable, or needing ad- 
vice; let me chrillianly and charitably receivt intel- 
ligence thereof : And if I make not a reafonable de- 
fence, I will humbly acknowledge and give the bed 
fatisfa<5lion for my errors, that I am able. So, I com- 
mit you to the blefling of God, and to the perufall of 
this REMEMBRANCER, if you pleafe. 
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Canto the firfl. 

Our Kviihorfirft with GOD beginnes ; 
Defcribes his anger for our finnes ; 
Of all his ludgements mufkr makes ; 
Declares how Mercy undertakes 
The pleading of this Kingdomis Caufe^ 
To bring God*s wrath unto a pawfe \ 
And (for the common Reader) futes 
High things^ with lowly Attributes. 

Then^Jleps into a praifefull flraine 
Of Ckakles his neithbiginning Reigne ; 
Emptor es that wellfucceed lie may^ 
Andy for his weale makes VLttcypray, 

He luftice alfo^ introduces, 
Complaining on our groffe abufes. 
Who proveth fo, ourfinfull Nation 
To merit utter Defolation, 
That all Gods Plagues hcul us endofed, 
If Mercy hcui not interpofed, 
Buty after pleculing of the Cafe, 
With luflice, Mercy doth embrace. 
Who (that ourfinnes may punifht be) 
To fend the PefUlence agree-, 
Their other Plagues a while fufpending. 
To prove how that will worke amending, 

ONe Storm is pad, & though feme clouds appear^ 
A peaceful! ayre becalmes our Hemifpheare. 
That frighting Angell whofe devouring blade^ 
Among the People fuch a havock made^ 
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Is now departed, and hath tooke from hence 
His pois'ned Arrowes of the PeJtiUnce, 
God fmoothes his brow ; and lo, we now obtaine 
The cheerfull brightneffe of his face againe. 
Oh boundleffe Mercy I what a change is this 1 
And what a joy unto my heart it is ! 
Run quickly Mufe^ to cary thy Oblation \ 
And, (twixt that Angell^ and the Congregation) 
Some fweet perfume to our Prefsrver burne, 
Before that bloody Meffenger returne. 

Let all affaires keepe off, and give thee way ; 
For, though my faireft outward Fortunes lay 
This houre at fpoyle, I would not be advis'd 
To fpeake for them, till I had facrifis'd ; 
Nor will I, to the world, one line allow, 
Till I have made performance of my Vow, 

Mod awfull Povdr^ by whom hath formed bin 
The Globe of Heav*n and Earth, and all therein ; 
Thou Alpha^ and Omega of my Songs, 
To whom all glory, and all fame belongs ; 
To thee, thrice holy and Almighty King, 
Of Judgement^ and of Mercy y now I fmg. 
Thou haft unclosed my lips, and I will raife 
My thankfuU voice in fetting out thy praife : 
Thou haft preferv'd thy Children in the flame, 
And we afcribe the glory to thy Name: 
Thou faved haft thy people from their crimes ; 
And, here, I publifh unto future Times, 
What I have feene. Oh ! let my Poeme be 
A fan6liiied Sacrifice to thee. 
Accept this poore Oblation I prefer ; 
Thefe drams of Incenfe^ and thefe drops of Mirrh, 
(Which fired in Affli(^ions Flame, perfume 
Thy facred Altars) gratioufly affume ; 

And 
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And give my Lines a date to lall as long 
As there are fpeakers of an Englijh tongue ; 
That Children, yet unbome, may reade the Story 
Which now I ling, to thy perpetuali glory. 

And, harke ye People : harken you, I pray, 
That were preferv'd with me to fee this day ; 
And liflen you that Ihall be brought upon 
This Stage of adlion, when our Sccene is done : 
Come harken all \ and let no foule refraine 
To heare ; nor let it heare my words in vaine. 
For, from the Slaughter-houfe of Deaths and from 
The habitations of the Dead I come. 
I am efcaped from the greedy lawes 
Of Helly and from the furious Liom pawes ; 
With forrowes I have lodged ; and I have 
Experience in the horrors of the Grave ; 
In thofe difcomforts which, by day, affaile ; 
And thofe black terrors which, by night, prevaile : 
JDeJpaire, with her grim Furies, I have feene ; 
Spe6lator of Gods luJHce I have beene ; 
And, pafTrng through Gods ludgemenis^ had a fight 
Of thofe his Mercies which are infinite : 
And here, I tell the world what I obferved \ 
For, to this purpofe is my foule preferved. 

That fatall Yeare^ in which the forward Spring 
Became an Autumne to our peacefuU King\ 
When lames his Crowne and Scepter did forgoe, 
That Charles (of whom this Kingdome hopeth fo) 
Might (hew, when he did weare his Diadem, 
How worthily we plac'd our hopes on him. 
Yea, when within the compaffe of one houre, 
Two Kings both had, and had not, regall pow'r : 
Ev'n then, by Thames faire Banks, I did refide, 
Where her fweet waters waftieth ev*ry Tide 
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The fpacious verge of that well peopled T(m*n€^ 
Which with moft princely Pallaces doth crowne 
Her go<A\y flreamey and at her Forts and Keyes^ 
Take in the wealth of Kingdomes and of Seas. 

Our foueraigne CiHe, then I did efpie 
Vpon the couch of foft fccurity ; 
And, how with Peace and Plen^ being fed. 
She toyed like a wanton, on her bed. 
I faw her drefl in all that rich attire, 
Which doth inflame her Lovers with deiire ; 
And how her idle Children, cv'ry day. 
Sate downe to eate, and drinke, and rofe to play. 
For, (he was growne infenHble of cares ; 
She had almofl foigotten, iighes, and teares ; 
And all this liand in her cup oiPleafure^ 
With her had quaffed (fo much out of meafure) 
Till they grew drunke together through exceffe, 
And wilde and giddy in their drunkenneffe. 

They had almoll forgotten him, from whom 
Their eafe and their profperity did come. 
They fpent their houres in laughter and in fong, 
And grew regardleife of the poore mans wrong. 
They alwayes clothed went in foft array ; 
They fed themfelues with dainties, day by day ; 
And, that no outward meanes of pleafure might 
Be wanting to accomplifh their delight, 
Thofc iollities, wherein they did appeare, 
Were furthered by the feafon of the yeare. 

The windes then breathed on them wholfome aire 
The Groves^ their fummer clothings did repaire ; 
The fruitfull Fidds with frefh greene gownes were 
Which Flora curioufly embroydered had : (clad, 

The pleafant Gardens their choyce plaints difplaid, 
Their Orchard with gay bloffomes were arraid ; 

The 
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The winged Chorifters did fweetly fing, 
And with choice Muficke welcome in the Spring : 
'Wa^vc fireds with matchleffe bravery did fhine ; 
Their Parlers many beauties did enlhrine : 
Their collly Bowres with rarities were hung, 
And alwayes filled with a merry throng. 
Of nought but fports & triumphs were their dreams 
Wealth, health & honor, were their lludied theames 
No noifome Plagues^ within their Gates were found, 
Of Grones, their dwellings did but rarely found ; 
Nor was there any florme or danger feared : 
For, in this Hemtfphere fo bright appeared 
New CffARLES-kis-waine, Uiat funlike he did chafe 
All fogs of difcontentment from each place. 
And, all thofe clouds of griefe, expelled farre, 
Which rofe at fetting of our lACOB-Starre, 
But, oh how trufUeife are thofe lying (howes 
Of happineffe, on which moll men repofe 
Their greatefl confidence ? And from our fight 
How fwiftly did thefe pleafures take their flight 
For, whether he, who fi*om his heavenly j(J^^r^ 
Beholdeth all our thoughts, and adlions here. 
Did with a fearcliing eye, examine more 
Our courfes at that prefent then before : 
Or, whether hee our carelefnefle had eyde, 
Or our hypocrifie, or elfe our pride, 
Or our impiety ; or whether he 
Did in this Hand, or this Kingdome fee 
Our old Idolatries come creeping in ; 
Or, whether he fome new devifed finne 
Defcride to fprout among us here ; yea, whether 
It were fome one of thefe, or all together, 
Or what it was, I know not : But it prov'd 
A crying finne \ and fo extreamly mooVd 
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God's gentleneffe, that angry he became ; 

His browes were bended, and his eyes did flame. 

Me thought I fawe it fo ; and (though I were 

Afraid within his prefence to appeare) 

My Soule was rais'd above her common (lation ; 

Where what enfues I view'd be Contemplation, 

There is a fpacious Bound which bravely reares 
Her Arch above the top of all the Spheares, 
Vntill her bright Circumference doth rife 
Above the reach of Mans, or Angels eyes ; 
Conveying through the Bodies chriftalUne 
Thofe Rayes which on our lower Globe doe fliine ; 
And, all the great and lefFer OrbeSy doe lye 
Within the compafTe of that Canopy. 

In this large Roome of State is fixt a Throne, 
From whence the wife Creator looks upon 
His workmanlhip ; and thence doth heare and fee, 
All founds, all places, and all things that be. 
Here fate the King of Gods ; and from about 
His eye lids, fo much terror fparkled out, 
That ev'ry circle of the Heav*ns it fhooke. 
And all the World did tremble at his looke ; 
The profpe£l of the Skie, that earft was cleare. 
Did with a lowring countenance appeare : 
The troubled Ayre^ before his prefence fled ; 
The Earth into her bofome (hrunk her head ; 
The Deips did roare ; the Heights did Hand amaz'd ; 
The Moone and Stars upon each other gaz'd ; 
The Sun did fland unmoved in his path ; 
The Hoall of Heav'n was frighted at his wrath ; 
And with a voice which made all Creatures quake. 
To this effedl, the great ETERNALL fpake. 

Are we a G ODf and is there pou^r in us 
Toflartle all our whole Creation thus ? 

And 
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And yet y are we defpis'd, as if thefe Fo7£/rs 
Were either leffer growne^ or none of ours f 
Are we^ that with our gentlefl breath can blow 
All things to nothings fiUl abufedfo f 
Hath our longfuffring hardned fo our Foes^ 
That now our Godhead into queJHon growes f 
Nay {which is worfe) have we compaffion fhowne^ 
Till we are quite negleiled of our owne f 

Is this the Land rvhom we have lov'dfo long^ 
Andy in our love^ elected from among 
The Heathen lies {and at thefirfi was hnrid 
Into the utmofl corner of the world) 
Tfiat we might raife the glory of her name. 
To equall Kingdomes of the greatefl fame f 
Is this that Hand, which our love did place 
{ Within our bofome) in thefafe embrace 
Of great Oceanus ? and^ garden like 
Did wharfe about {within her watry Dike) 
With mighty Rocks, and CliffeSy whofe tops were higher, 
Then anyfoming Billow dares afpire ? 

Is this the Kingdome, which our /utnd hath made 
The Schoole and Shop, of ev^ry Art^ and Trade f 
The Cornucopia of all needfull plenties f 
The Storehoufe, and the Cloffet of our dainties f 
Our lewell houfe, and Palace-royall, where 
The fairefl of our Loves maintained are f 

Is this the Country which our bounty ferved 
Withflore of breads when many Lands wereflarvedf 
And whom we have preferved from thefpoiles 
Of Foes abroctdy and from domefhcke broyles f 
Are theirs the Cities, which doe weare the Flag 
(y Peace, while Rochel, Heidlcberg, and Prague 
And all the ChrifHan world engaged are, 
Infome offenfive, or defenfive warre f 

Are 
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Are their' s the Cities, to whofi fleets werejkowney 
The pathUffe wayes through many feas unknowne? 
Whofe wealthy Merchants have encreafl their trade 
From eifry Port and Creek, t/iat we have made ? 
Whofe veffels have^ by our protections gone 
Paft both the Tropicis, and through every 2k)ne, 
And made their petty Villages, become 
Acquainted with more worlds^ then ancient Rome / 

Is this that people unto whom we gave, 
More lovely Bodies, then mojl Nations have 9 
And in whofe minds (of our efpeciall grace) 
We did the be/l approved temper place ? 
Is this that People, whom we did reflore 
To humane fliape, when as the fcarlet whore 
Hctd with her charmed Cup ofpoifned wine. 
Transformed them into Affes, Apes andfwine ? 
Did we in perfecution heare their cries 9 
Take off, the f coles of blindneffe from their eyes 7 
Wincke at their follies, when they moft offended} 
Forbeare the punifhments that were intended 9 
From diverfe Plagues infli6led them releafe 9 
Make ^Mio^t fland and wonder at their peace 9 
Yea,fave them from the malice of their Foe, 
When all were like to perifh at a blow 9 
And, grace and favour undeferved fhew, 
When they their owne deflruClion did purfue 9 

Have we, thefe threefcore yeares and upwards bleft 
Their Kingdomes^(£7W thofe troubles that infeft 
Mofl other States 9 And {when their foules had been 
Nighfamifht elfe) did we provide a Queene, 
{A Maiden Queene, with vertues mafculine) 
To nurfe them up in holy Difcipline 9 
Did we provide, whenfhe her courfe had run, 
A King who favored, what her hand begun 9 

And 
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And now another^ who doth both reftore 

Thofc hopes they loft in him^ andpromife more ? 

Did we but here, of late, when they had loft 
Their Prince {that now is King) when they almoft 
Defpair^dof his returnee for evermore. 
When he remained on th^ IhenBnfhore f 
Did we aecept their vowes 1 obferve their teares 9 
Compaffiofiate their jealoufies andfeares f 
And fend their Darling home, when few did know 
Whereon to build a hope itfhould befo f 
Yea, when throughout the world no other pon/r, 
Could fuch a work have compaffed but our ? 

Have we endured their forwardneffe fo long f 
Forgiven and forgotten fo much wrong i 
Sought after them, when they had usforfaken ? 
So oft, their counterfeit Repentance taken f 
So many times apparant made unto them. 
What mif chief es their owne foolifh projects doe them 9 
Yea, did we freely fundry bleffings daigne 
Vnaskt, which other Lands could not obtaine 
By labors, vowes, and prayers 9 And have they thus. 
For all thefe benefits requitted us 9 
ys that their vo7ved thankfulneffe 9 Are thefe 
The fruits of all their zealous promifes 9 
Is this their Piety? Goe, draw together 
Thy Forces, Vengeance : quickly march them thither 
With all our Armies ; and confume themfo, 
That we may never more difpleafed grow 
At their unkindenefte ; or be cheated by 
Thefained weepings of Hypocrifie. 

No fooner had he fpoken, but, behold, 
An Hoaft (which he doth alway keepe enrold, 
To execute his wrath) did llraight appeare 
And in his awfull prefence muflred were. 

So 
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So many Troups^ did round about him throng, 
That, all the world with Plagues^ was overhung : 
For not a Judgement is there, which hath name, 
But, thither to attend his Will it came. 

Sterne vifag'd WAR (whofe very look doth flrike) 
Came driving on his Charret, lehu like ; 
Arm*d and befet with holberts, bills, and glaves, 
Bowes, arrowes, pikes, pole-axes, darting Haves, 
Guns, balls of fire, and ev'ry thing that furthers 
The worke of Defolatiotiy Wounds^ and Murthers. 
His prime companions, Theft and Rapine were, 
With all thofe Vices which moll cruell are. 
And at their heeles purfued all thofe Bands 
Of raging mifchiefes, that affli6l the Lands 
On which he falls. This is that roring Fiend 
Who Lawes, and Leagues, doth into pieces rend. 
This is that bloody Tyrant, who o're tumes 
The goodreil Monuments, and fpoiles and bumes 
The fairell Dwellings. This is he that razes 
Renowned Cities, and the llrongell places. 
This is that facreligious Theefe, who fpares 
Nor Hofpitall nor Temple ; neither heares 
The fuits or cries of aged or of young ; 
Nor is regardfull of men weake or ilrong. 
The Suckling from his Mothers bread he fnatcheth 
And braines it in her fight .• The Wife he catcheth 
Ev'n from her Husbands bed ; and Virgins from 
Their I-.overs armes, his Strumpets to become. 
A fertile Soile he makes a Wildemeffe, 
And Wolves, and Beares, and Foxes, to poffeffe 
Thofe places, wherein Arts did once abound ; 
And where have dwelled Nations mod renown'd. 
However, he*s an inftrument of God's ; 
And ufually, the lail of all thofe rods 

Which 
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Which on a thankeleffe Kingdome he doth lay, 
Before he finally remove away 
The meanes of Grace, Next him, came fneaking in 
Leane Famine^ with bare bones, and parched skinne ; 
With deep funke eyes, with talons over-growne ; 
With hungry teeth that would have crackt a flone ; 
And, clofe behind her, and at either hand, 
Such Troups did wait, as are at her command. 

The crawling Caierpillers^ waflfuU Fiyes^ 
The skipping Locujl (that in winter dies) 
Floods^ Frqfts, & Mildewes, BlaJHngs, IVindes^ & Stormes, 
Drough, ravenous Fowles, & Vermine, Weedes^ & Warmes : 
Slothy Evill busdandry, and fuch as thofe. 
Which make a fcarfeneffe where moll plenty grows. 

This is that hungry Houfwifi^ who firft found 
The fearching out for meat from under ground ; 
To dig up Roots; to rellifh well the tafl 
Of flinking Gallick, and of bitter Mad. 
She taught poore people how to fill their mawes, 
With Bramble-berries, Hedge-picks, Hips, & Hawes. 
Twas Ihe who finding on the fandy^ fhore 
A heape of Oifters (all bedaubed o*re) 
Firfl fought within thofe dirty fhels for meat, 
Elfe we had never dar'd of them to eate ; 
Nor thought, nor hoped, that fo foule a difli 
Could bring to table fuch a dainty fifh. 

Twas (he that leam*d the Spaniards how to dreffe 
Their Frogs \ the Frenchman how to cooke a meffe 
Of fpumy Mujhromes \ Germans how to make 
A dinner or a fupper on a Snake ; 
Jtalians on the flimy Snaile to feed ; 
Our Irijhmen to live upon a weed 
That growes in Marfhes. And I dare to fay. 
That, but for her, we fcarce had heard this day 
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Of Cavedr^ and twenty fuch like babies, 
Which Gluttony now fets upon our Tables. 

The broyling of old fhooes, was her device ; 
And fo was eating Cartion, Rats, and Mice. 
Thofe dainty pallats which could relifh nought 
But what was fet farre oflf, and dearly bought, 
She fo hath dieted, that they could feed 
On mouldy fcraps ; and beg them too for need. 

This Hag^ hath Townes and Cities famifhed. 
With humane flefli, flie hungry men hath fed : 
She forc*t them hath to fuck their horfes blood : 
To feed on Pigeons dung (in flead of food) 
And dearly purchafe it. Yea, fome conftrained 
To drinke their Vrine, when they drought fuftained. 
Nay, this is that imequall'd cruell-one, 
Who urg'd a Mother^ once, to kill her Sonne^ 
And make unnaturally that curfed wombe 
Which gave him being, to be made his tombe. 
Ev*n this is She^ God fhield us from her cheere, 
And grant her Plaguejhip never fettle here. 

The PeJKlefue^ moreover, thither brought 
Her feared forces, and employment fought. 
This is that Nimble Fury^ who did flay 
Her three and twenty thoufand in one day ; 
And in th' Affirian Camp, to death did fmite, 
Almofl two hundred thoufand in one night. 
Betwixt an evening and a morning tide, 
From ev'iy houfe a foule ftie did divide 
Throughout the Land of /Egypt; and could mark 
Their eldell-bome, although the night were dark. 
In little fpace, flie quite hath overthrowne 
Great Cities, and difpeopled many a Towne. 
She from each other makes acquaintance run, 
Before that any injuries be done ; 

And 
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And of the pois'ning-yir/ hath found the height, 
For, fhe knowes how to poifon by conceit 
A Mantle wrought with purple fpots (he wore, 
Emboli with many a Blaine^ and many a Sore, 
She had a raving Voice^ a frantick Looky 
A noyfome Breathy and in her hand fhe (hooke 
A venom'd fpeare, which, where it toucheth, fills 
The veines with poifon, and diilradls, and kills. 

Within her Regiment are all Difeafes, * 
And ev'ry Torment which the Body feizes ; 
GoutSy ColiickSy Lethargies^ and Apoplexies, 
Obflruilion, which the fpleene, or flomack vexes ; 
The Pox of evVy kinde, Rheumes, aches, Stiches, 
Quick-killing Pleurifus, and Scabs, and Itches \ 
The Burning-Fever, who deferveth well 
The place of her Lieutenant- Colonell ] 
Confumptions, Gangreeves, Coughs, and Squinancies, 
The Falling-evill, Cramps, and Lunacies, 
(With other fudi Difeafes, many moe 
Then I am able by their names to know) 
Befides thofe maladies the Sea procures, 
As, floath-bred Scurvies, and mad Calentures \ 
And all thofe other Griefes, and Sorrowes, which 
Thofe Sickneffes doe bring on poore and rich. 

But, of that Hoajl which here is mentioned, 
The maine Battalion was both ranged and led 
By that flye Prince, (ev*n that malicious one) 
Which in the ayrie Region hath his throne. 
To further his defignes, he brought in Lyes, 
Extortion, Bribing, Fraud, and Perjuries ; 
With many thoufand (Iratagems befidc, 
Whofe dangerous effedts are often tride. 
All ravenous Beafts, (or rather thofe of whom 
Such Beafts are Emblemes) in his troups did come. 

To 
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To worke his mifchiefes (with amaze and wonder) 
He fumiflit was with Lightnings, Winds, & Thunder ; 
Prodigious apparitions, and thofe fights 
Wherewith mens troubled fancies he affrights; 
And, thither did (for foule affaults) repaire 
His two black Twins, Prefumption and Defpaire, 
Attended by thofe manifold Temptations^ 
Wherewith he maketh fure the reprobations 
Of all obdurtite fmners \ whom in wrath 
Our God, dcfervedly reje6led hath. 

Thefe greedy Spoilers^ hungry for a prey, 
Stood ready, Gods commandings to obey : 
Who having view'd their well prepared Bands, 
(And ponting out his finger to thefe Lands) 
Said ; Goeye Plagues, And (had he not beenc (laid) 
Lay wafle, that finfull Realme, he would have faid. 

And yet, it feems, thefe dreadful! ihews were rather 
The threatnings of a wife and loving Father y 
(To bring his Children to a filiall feare) 
Then fuch a wrath as doth in Foes appeare. 
For, neither Chance, nor Time, nor New-defert, 
Was interpofed on the guilty part : 
But, God's owne goodneffe brought the means about 
That llopt our Doome, before his words were out 

And thus it was. The great Almighty One 
Hath evermore attending on his throne 
Two royall Daughters. One of them is fhe 
That's called luJHce \ and her Emblemes be 
An equall BaUance^ and a flaming Blade, 
To weigh the Good their due, and fright the Bad : 
And, both with hand and eye fhe threatens thofe, 
That her uprightneffe, any way oppofe. 

The other for her Hierogliphick, weares 
A Box of Balme, and in her bofome beares 

A 



44 



Cant I. Remembrancer. 22 

A fucking Lambe, ^which meek and harmles creature 

Doth fomewhat intimate her gentle nature) 

Betwixt her beauteous brefls, a true Compaffion 

Eredleth her perpetuall habitation ; 

And, fuch a lovely fweet afpe6l hath (he, 

Thats if Wrath faw her, Wrath in love would be. 

We call her Clemency, She often makes 

Our peace with God, and his difpleafure flakes. 

This Prirueffe^ marking well with what intent 
Her Lard would thofe great Armies forth have fent ; 
And finding, by that wrath fhe faw in him, 
What Defolations would have followed them ; 
With teares of pitie, to his throne fhe ran, 
To kiffe and to embrace his feet began ; 
And (whilfl his halfe fpoke fentence God delaid) 
Thefe words, the faire-well fpoken Virgin faid. 

Deare^ oh deare Father ! wherefore frownjl thoufo ? 
Whatfearfull thing art thou about to doe ? 
Hold (I befeech thee hold) thou backe the doome^ 
Which from thy lips is now about to come ; 
And hear (Dread SovVaign) heare thy Handmaid j^^a>& 
A word or two, before thy luflice wreake 
Deferved vengeance on that wretched place 
Which hath fo fallen from thy wonted Grace. 

Look Father \ looke upon me : it is /, 
Thy befl-beloved Daughter CLE ME NCIE: 
Tis I whom thou forgettefl. I am flu 
Who in thy bofome lay, beloz/d of thee 
Before all worlds ; and had afotfraignty 
Ore all thy creatures from eternity. 
Tis /, at whofe intreaty thou wert moved 
To fend thine onely Sonne, thy befl-beloved 
(For Mans redemption) to affume tlie nature. 
The forme, and frailties, of a finfull creature, 

Tis 
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Tis I thai have prefumed to become 
A fuitor now<t tojlay thy heaiy doome : 
And^ whyfliould J be doubtfull to make triall 
Of thy regard^ or fearfull of deniain 

In ludgement, thou hafl promifed^ oh Lord ! 
To thinke on Ale (ei/n in thy written word) 
Yea, Heaifn and Earth have often heard thee fay ^ 
Thou never wouldfl^ for ever^ cafl away 
Thy Loving- Mercy ; and^ 7 knoiv, thou mufl 
And witty be found in all thy fayings^ jufl. 

But, tJun^ to what intents^ doe Thefe appeare ? 
IVhy are thy dreadfull Armies mufl red here ? 
What favour is it pojffible toflto^v^ 
VVliere fuch a Rablement as this^ fliall goe ? 
Why may not Y\\vtfliew her felfe as well 
Within the bottome of the lowefl Hell 
As where thefe revell ? Doubtleffe^ thefe rude Bands 
Will f pare nor Lawes nor Temples in thofe Lands 
To which thou fend them fhalt \ but ^ from each place 
Root out (with ezfry prefent meanes of Grace) 
All outward helps of prefent knotving thee^ 
Ifequall to their hate^ their pow*r may be, 

Andy what if then their breathleffefuryfhall 
Leave fame few trifles which are temporall? 
For what will they referve them, but to breed 
A race of Infidels ? a wicked feed, 
For them to prey upon 9 a Brood, to whom 
The Blejffings left Damnation fhall become. 

Thou hafl upon that Hand \l confeffe) 
Beflowed Favours^ great and numberleffe. 
I know that they mayjuflly blufh for fhame^ 
To heare Jww groffely they abufe thy Name ; 
Yeay they now are^ and have a long time bin^ 
Growne out of meafure finfull in their fin. 

Yet 
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K?/, if thou look upon theniy thou Jhalt fee 
Some therCy who bend not unto Baal their knee ; 
Some lefty who for thine honour firme have flood; 
Somey who have garments wafhed in the blood 
Of thy unf potted Lamb : andfomey which beare 
Thofe marksy that Seales of thy free pardon are. 

Oh I let not them enclo^d with Sinners bey 
Norfwallowed up withfuch who know not thee. 
But y for the fakes of thofe forbeare thoUy rather y 
The TareSy untill thy Harvefl tJwu fhalt gather : 
Soy by thofe Follies which in them aboundy 
Thy Goodneffe^/^// the farther be renowned, 

yfy thereforey thou this Kingdome fhouldfl notfparcy 
Becaufey repleat with fin her dwellings arCy 
What Nation is tliercy or what Habitationy 
That merits not perpetuall reprobation ? 
Where wilt thoufinde a People, under Heaifny 
Which hath not ei/ry way occafion gn/n 
Of thy difpleafure f d?r, what Man is there 
That in thy fight could jufiifi^d appearCy 
If thou fhould/l mark him with afroivning eye ? 
Andy what a pretty Nothing, then were I, 
If no man livedy that amiffe had donCy 
For mCy to exercife my pity on ? 
Nayy ^Tranfgreflion had but finite beeny 
How fhould thy Mercies infinite, befeene? 

Though on this Field which thou haft plov/d &* fount 
Withpureft Whe3it)f ome wicked-ones have throwne 
Their Tares, by night \ yetyfomewhat it hath borne 
For which it may be cold thy Field of Come. 
Thy Fence is yet about it\ and there ftands 
A Fort, and Wine-prefle, builded by thy hands. 
There are thy Sacraments, thy Word dhnne, 
Thercy is the Schoole of Chrtftian Difcipline, 

There 



47 



Brittan*s Canti. 

TherCy may the meanes ofGxzcQ be kept injlore 
For t/ujfe who will hereafter prize them more. 
Thy poore afflicted Servants, thither may 
From forraine perfecutions flye away \ 
Andjlieltred in a Storm e, there fafely tary^ 
As in a FortreiTe, or a San6luary. 
But^ whither Jhall they flye when that lyes wafll 
Where Jliall thy f acred Oracles be pla^df 
Or IVhit/ier with her Sonne that Woman goe^ 
IVho by the Dragon is purfuedfo ? 

I kno7v that if thou pleafe thou canft provide 
A place for her, fecurely to abide^ 
Amid the Wefterne wilderneffe \and where 
Scarce glimmerings of thy favours yet appeared 
By moulding out the Heathen Salvages 
To be a people far furpaffmg thefe, 
This^ Lord, thou couldjl effeil\ and make of them 
Thy people^ whom thefe mo/i of all contemne, 
And^fince this Nation, in their wccdthy peace^ 
Havefent out Colonies, but to encreafe 
Their private gaine : fince they f aire Jhowes have made 
Ofpublijhing thy Gofpell, wJun the Trade 
For cuffed lucre (as the Times reveale) 
Was chiefe/l founder of their fained zeale : 
Since they in tliat^ and other things^ pretend 
Religion, when tis farthefl from their end: 
Thou didft but rights if thou Jltouldft force their feed 
To fettle onfome barbarous Coaftfor need; 
Andy there^ thy Truth, to thofcy with forrow preachy 
Whom they negle^d^ in their weale^ to teach. 

But y fince it were no more for thee to doe^ 
This Land tofavcy and call anoeher too. 
Then onefuch worke so compaffe \ why I pray 
Shouldjl thou remove their Candleflick away f 

Why 
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Why maift not ThoUy who all compafflon arty 

Thy people^ rather^ by thy pov/r convert j 

Then quite dejlroy them 9 wherefore Jhotddjl thou not 

Their errors forth of thy remembrance bloty 

As heretofore f And alwayes praifed be 

For that abundant LavCy which is in thee f 

Whyjhould their Foes and thincy with jeering fay y 
Now, now we fee our long-expedled Day ? 
Why wilt thou give them caufe to domineere f 
Eifn thofcy who love not thecy to laughy andfleere 
At their deftruHiony whOy thy Truth profejly 
(If not unfainedly) inJlieWy at leafl. 
Though they liave ill-deferv'dy whyjhould thejhame 
Of their offences fall upon thy Name ? 
Andy thy Blafphemers (by thy Peoples fall) 
Affume the boldneffe on themfelveSy to call 
Thy Gofpel into quejlion f Ory thereby, 
Their Jhameleffe faljhoods feeke to jujlifiel 
Why fliould the wicked, take occafionfrom 
Thefe Plagues, to fay \ Where is their God become? 
Where is their pow'r, on which they did repofe ? 
Where is their Faith ? where are the hopes of thofe 
Their fervices 7 Ohf for thine owne dearefakey 
(However they deferve) compqffion take, 
Deare SIR, have pittie : andy as ofteny thou 
Hafl granted my requefly vouchfafe it now. 
Yeay to thofe many ihoufands, heretoforCy 
From thy abundance, adde one favour more. 

By thefe, and other Motives (breathed from 
A zealous bred) the heav'ns are overcome. 
His love of us, doth fo our Sampfon wound, 
That, he hath taught us, how he may be bound. 
Yea, Holy-writ informeth us, that He, 
By fuch like Charmings, will compelled be. 

C And 
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And, now they fo prevailed, that the rage 

Of our great God, they partly did afwage. 

Which MER C F by his looke, had quickly heeded ; 

And taking that advantage, thus proceeded. 

Oh ! what a comfort is ity to behold 
Thine Eye /peak Mercy, and thy Brow unfold 
A reconcilement ! NoWy jfeeme to fee 
Thy gracious face^ tofhine againe on me. 
Ifinde it is thejealoufie ^Love, 
(And no effect of hatred) which doth move 
Thy wronged Patience : and^ that when thou hideft 
Thy prefence in an angry Cloudy or chidefl^ 
It is not alwayes in confuming wrathy 
(To punifky as the fault deferved hath) 
But, that thy frighting Judgements might prevaile. 
To worke amendment, when thy Love dothfaHe, 
That people, whomfo much thou didft affect. 
How canfl thou have a purpofe to rejeSl, 
So long as in their Confines doth remaine 
That Number, which thy Vengeance doth reflraine 9 
Who can beleeve that thou defraid^fl fuch cofl. 
To purchafe what, thou meaneflfhall be lofi9 
Or, labour to ere6l them, didfl beflow. 
For nothing elfe, but them away so throw ? 
VVhyJhould 7 thinke, thy endleffe goodneffe, had 
So little care, tofave what thou hafl made. 
That Sathans Hate, Jhould for their Defolation^ 
Out-worke thy Love, in working their Salvation ? 
Or, that the boundlefneffe of Mans tranfgreffion. 
Could over-match thine Infinite Compaflion ? 

// may not be beleeved\ Or, that this 
Pretended W2jnt, for finall ruine is. 
Since, if in fummoning thy Judgements, no^v, 
Thou hadfl propo^d their utter overthrow. 

Thou 
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Thou wouldft not have difcovered an affe6lion^ 
By JHll continuing them, in thy prote6Kon, 
As yet thou doft\ Nor daily fend unto them 
Love-tokens, \as ifkindneffe^ thou wouldft doe them 
Which theyjhould never knotv of) nor^ makcfhow 
Of having left them^ when tis nothing fo. 

Thus have Ifeene, on earth, a Lover ufe 
His Beft-beloved, when flu did abufe 
His true affection. Though hefeeme unkinde^ 
That her unkindneffe fhe may thereby finde ; 
Yea, though hefainefome outward dtfrefpells^ 
Yet, in his heart, fo truly he ajfe6ls. 
That, whatfoever good, he can, he does her: 
By meanes unfeene, to her lofl vertues, wooes her : 
For her well-doing, takes a thoufand cares : 
Of her ill-doing, hath ten thoufand feares : 
Wakes not, but thoughts of her, in waking, keepes ; 
Sleeps not, but dreameth of her, when hefleepes. 
Not ceafing to endeavour, till he fee 
Somefparkes of lofl ajfeilion kindled be. 
And, as her over fights fhe doth deplore, 
So, he his love dlf covers, more and more ; 
Vntill the fire, that was a long time hid, 
Breake forth, and flame as high as ^re it did, 

I never knew thee, yet, to ruinate 
A wicked Kingdome, or afinfull State, 
Prof effing thee ; but, thou didfljlrft withdraw 
From thofe Offenders, thy abufed Law. 

And, as in ChrifUan Realmes, the temfrall Sword 
Cuts off no Preacher of thy bleffed Word, 
(For any Crime committed) untill he 
Of }lo\y-oiAtr^,firfi degraded be : 
So, thou (mofl frequently) doflfirft remove 
The Seales of Grace, and Pledges of thy Love, 

C2 Before 
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Before thou give up Lands into their povfr^ 
Who them, and thdrs^Jhall finally dcvoure : 
For^ till thy holy things, be fetched from 
Their Coafl^fuch Defolation Jhall not come, 

ThofCy they retaine, Andy if conclude I Jhall 
From hope of any blejfing temporally 
That yet thou lovejl them (and dojl intend 
Their Land, with future favours^ to befriend) 
Thai King which thou haft now on them beflowne^ 
Some token of thy Clemency hathjhowne. 
For, if man may by good externall fignes^ 
Conjecture whereunto his heart enclims : 
Ti^Thou, to whom allfecrets open bCy 
See^flthat in him^ which mortalls hope they fee \ 
And haft not mockt that People, for their finne, 
Withjhewes of things that have not reall bin : 
(As IjOt^ forbid) No Kingdorae hath a Prince, 
Whofe infant yeares^ gave better evidence^ 
That with an earthly Crowne hejfiould inherit y 
A plentious portion of thy f acred S^mt, 

None liveth noWy on whom the gen^rall eye 
Didfo muchgaUy and fo few fcapes efpy. 
Few private men were in their youth fo free 
From all thofe vanitiesy which frequent be 
In thefe rude times (he having meanes to doe 
His pleafurey and^ perJiapSy flrong temp tings too) 
W?io feemed of thofe knowledges, morefaine 
That might informe ////«, to obey, and raigne / 
How well thofe croffings was he t/iought to beare. 
Which in the times of his fubjeCHon were ? 
Andy with how brave a temper to negleily 
To be aveng'd of wrongs and difrefpe^ ? 
What Sonne, did in his Fathers life timeyjhow 
Afiliall feare and love, united fo f 

Or 
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Or^ which of ail thy Vice-royes didfl thou fee 
Appeare more zealoufly devout then he f 
Thou kfioweft which : Buty if they doe not erre 
WhOy things by probability ^ inferre^ 
It might befaidy The world had not his peere 
In all thofe vertues, that are mention'd here. 
Andjhould confeffed be, etfn ofhisfoe^ 
They had notflattred who affirmed fo : 
Since, what was of his worth, at home conceived, 
All Europe /7r a verity received. 

And loe ; now by thy Grace hefitteth on 
The feat of Rule, and in his Fathers Throne \ 
VVfio giveth fignes of truer love to thee f 
Or of more confcience, of his Charge, then He ? 
What Monarke, in appearance, better preacheth 
By good Examples, what thy Precepts teacheth ? 
Or which of all his ra^erend Prelacy, 
Jnfhewes of true religious confiancie, 
Outgoes or equals him ? Oh/ iffo cleare 
His vertues prove, as yet they doe appeare. 
How glorious will they grow ? And what a light 
Will he become, when he afcends the height 
Of his great Orbe ? And, oh t what pitty Hwere 
His mindefhould ever fall below that fpheare 
ty Grace which he hath climbed! or, that thy Love 
Should wanting be, to keepe himflill above t 

How grievous would it be, that his beginning 
(So hopefull, andfuch love and honour winning) 
Should faile that expe^ation, which it )uith ? 
And, make thee /hut thy favour up, in wrath 9 
Let not oh God I let not the fins of others 
Nor any fog (which Vertues glorie fmothers ) 
Afcendingfrom his frailties, make obfcure 
His rifing honor, which yetfeemeth pure, 

Ci If 
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If aught ^ in him^ be wanting of that worth 
Which to the publike view is blazed forth^ 
Forgive^ and perfect hitn^ that he may grow. 
To be in deed, what he appeares injhow. 
Yea, Lord (asfarre as humane frailty can 
Permit the fame) make him, eifnfuch a Man 
As naiv that Elingdome needs ; andfpare that Nation 
For him, which elfe deferveth Defolation, 

If he be what hefeemeth \ Thou (I know) 
Wiltfave his hand from utter overthrow. 
ThoUy in the life-time of a pious King, 
Wert never yet, acmfbmedto brifig 
Deflruilion ; For, thoufhewedft him compaffion, 
Who did but once, well a^ humiliation ; 
Ev^n wicked Ahab ; and within his Tifnes 
Thou wotddfl not punifh {no not) his owne Crimes. 
Oh! be as merdfull, as thou haft bin j 
And lei this King, thy favours triumph in. 
Let that exceeding Grace already fheuif d him, 
(Eifn that wherewith thy Spirit hath indtid him) 
Be Pledges of fome greater Gifts, with which 
Thoufhalt in future times, his heart enrich. 
His brefl inflame th&u, with afacredfire \ 
Teach him to aske, and give him his defire: 
Grant him thy Wifdome, and thy Righteoufneffe, 
The wrongs of all his People to redreff'e. 
Let him the Widow, and the Orphanefave, 
Releeving all, that need offuccour have: 
And, let his Mountaines, and each leffer Hill, 
His humbler Dales, with peace, and plenty fill. 

As he was honored in his Prefervationy 
So, let him glory flill in thy SalvcUion. 
As he perfifleth to relie on thee ; 
So, let himfure of thy proteBeon be. 

Be 
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Be thou his ondyjay. Be thou I pray 

His Triumph en his Coronation-day. 

CroTvne thiu his head with purified gold : 

Makejlrong his Scepter, and his Throne uphold^ 

To be renowned by thy Grace divine, 

As long as either Sunne, or Moone Jhall Jhine, 

Since thou to rule thine Ifr'el dojl appoint him. 
Let thy mojl holy Spirit, Lord, anoint him. 
Make thou a league with him, as thou haft done 
With David, and adopt him for thy Sonne. 
To thee, Thou art my Father, let him fay. 
My God, my Rocke of fafety, and my flay. 
Throughout thofe Lads, where thou to raignfhall place him 
With Title, of thy Firfl-begotten, grace him. 
And, let his Kingdomes harbor none of them, 
Who fhall deny him to be their Supreme. 
So guard, andfo enclofe him with thine Arme, 
The Man of Sinne, may nether doe him harme. 
To him, his Adverfaries allfubjedl. 
And, profper none thai him fhall difaffe^. 
Lead thou his Annies, when his Warre beginnes ; 
Make thou his Peace, when he the Battle winnes, 
Letftill thy Truth, and Love, 7vith him abide 3 
Let in thy Name, his name be glorified. 
Doe thou the Seas into his povfr delivery 
Make thou his right hand reach beyond the River ; 
And, plant foftrongly on the Banks ^Rhyne, 
Thofe fruitfull Branches of his Fathers Vine, 
( Whom late thefcUvage Bore (with tripled pon^r) 
Hath rooted up, withpurpofe to devour e J 
That they mayfpread their Clufters, far atid nigh ; 
And fill, and top, the Germane Empery, 
Yea, minde thou, Lord, thefcomes and defamations. 
Which they have borne among their neighboring nations: 

C4 And 
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Andypleafe to comfort them^ and make them glad. 
According to the forr owes they have had. 
To them^ fo fanhifie their great affli^lion^ 
That it may bring their vertues to perfe^ion ; 
Andy fit them for fome place^ in which theyffiall 
Hclpe reare againe, decaying Sions wall. 

Oh / keep for them, a favour flill inflore ; 
Preferve them in thy League, y&r evermore) 
Bleffe thou that Race, which is orjhall be given \ 
As lafHng make it^ as the dayes of heaifn : 
Andy if thy Lawes or ludgements, theyforfake^ 
Ory if thy League, or Covenant, they breakey 
With RodSy let themy in merciCy be corrected) 
Buty never f ally for aycy to be reje^ed. 

The like for this new Monark, / emplore : 
Jn hiniy encreafe thy Grcues, more, anid more. 
Make him a Bleffmgyfor all Chriflendome : 
Make himy a Patter ne, for all Times to come: 
Make himy in ezfry happy courfe perfever \ 
Andy let him live y for ever and for ever. 

His Royall Robe, he hath but new put on ; 
Afuiy I my prayers have but new begun. 
Oh let me to thy Ma,}t(iie prefer 
Thefefew Petitions, in particular : 
And place them where, they may both day and nighty 
Standy evermorCy unfolded in thy fight, 

Firfly teach him, to confidery how and why, 
TIwu hafl enthrofCd him on afeatfo high, 
Andy fo to think on his great charge \ and trufly 
As one who knowes he come to reckning mufl: 
Fory honors if by thee they be not blefly 
Make wifefl men as brutijh as a beafl 
Teach him to mindcy hou* great the favour was. 
When thoUy of thy meere motiony and thy Grace, 

Didfl 
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Didflfromfo many millions chufe out himy 
To weare this Kingdomes^ttr^/i/ Diadem : 
Andy make thy Stxy2Sit% favoured in his fight^ 
As thou hajl made of him^ thy Favorite. 

Teach him^ the fittejl meanes to take away 
(And let none murmure at hisjujl delay) 
Thofe Groves, and thofe Hill-Altars in the Land^ 
Which fuffred are untill his dayes to Jland: 
Andy give him wifedomey wifely toforefeey 
That Wheat from ChaffCy may well dtfhnguifht he, 
FoTyfome willy elfcy ^/7>5f Truth into fufpitiony 
Condemne good Difcipline,^r Superflition ; 
And with fair effiewesy of Piety y h^uiUy 
That underhand they may encroachy the whiUy 
On Gods Inheritance ; and from her teare 
Thofe outward Ornaments his Bride doth weare 

Oh I let him purge from Church arui Commonweale, 
Thofe inflammations of corrupted zeale, 
And indigefled humors y which doefpread 
Diflempers through the Stomacke, paine the Head : 
Andy by prepoflWous courfesy raife afbrme 
To rend tliat Body, which it would re forme. 

Let himy his Reformations, ^r/?^<g7«. 
Like David, with himfelfe : andfearch within 
The clof/et of his hearty what he canfindCy 
Which may annoy him therCy in any kinde: 
And let him thence expell //, though it were. 
As deare unto him as his eye bals are. 

His Houlhold, let him next enquire intOy 
Andy well informed he^ wJiat there they doe ; 
Thaty fo he may expe^ thy Comming-day 
With heart upright y and in a perfeH way. 
Let him in no prophaneneffe take delight. 
Nor brook a tvicked perfon in hisfighty 

Cs Let 
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Let no Blafphemer in his prefmce tarry ; 
Nor they that faljhoods^ to andfro^ doe carry. 
Let him acquairUance with allfuch refraine ; 
The lowly cheri/h \ haughty windes rejlraine ; 
Enquire for them that vertuoufly excelly 
And take in honejl men with him to dwell 
Nofuch Proje6lor, who doth put in vfe 
Great Injuries, to mend a fmall dbufe \ 
Norfuch, who in reformings doe no other 
But rob one Knave, to helpe enrich another \ 
And prove themfelves, when tryall doth befall, 
To be, perhaps, the veriejl Knaves of all 

Let him be curjl with no bafe Officer, 
Who doth before true Honor, Gold/r^r; 
And, to enrich his Chefl^ a little more, 
Would in his Reputation, make him poore : 
Or withfome needUjfe Treafure, to fupply him, 
Lofe him more Lave, then all his Lands can buy him. 
Let no man of his daily bread partake. 
Who at thy holy Booi^ Jhall himforfake ; 
And, lay thou open their diffimulation. 
Who Jhall approve of ^K'maxiS Toleration, 

Keepefrom his CounfcUs, though theif wit excels. 
All Hypocrites, and all Achitophels. 
Yea, let thy Wifdome, his difcretion bleffe. 
From Rehoboams childi/h wilfulneffe. 
Who left his ancient Princes good direHions, 
To follow his young Nobles raw projections. 
Or, if he like their Counfels, and receive them, 
Harme let them bring to none but thofe who gave them : 
And, if to him fome dammage they procure. 
Let prefent loffe his future pecue procure. 

Make him perceive thai humane Policy 
Is Hand-maid to religious Honefly ; 

And 
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And t/iaif the man who doth foundations lay 
On lullice, (and proves confiant in his way) 
Shall mad the Politician ; and make vaine 
His underminings without feare^ or paine, 
For^ as a Yo^Xti fddome dothfurprife 
That wary Bird, which can her felfe fuffifey 
With what thy hand provideth in the fields, 
Or, what the ForreJl,for her diet yeelds : 
So,fleights ofVoMcy ( although, perchance, 
Theyfeeme, a while, to workefome hinder ance) 
Can difadvantage fione, but thofe, who leaving 
Thepathes (T^'Vertue, and them/elves deceiving 
With fome falfe hopes (which were before them laid) 
Made them the meanes, whereby they were betrayd. 

Make him as precious in his Peoples eyes 
As their owne blood. Far higher let them prife 
His honor then their fortunes ; and let him. 
Be etfry way as tender ever them. 
Yea, let the mutuall love, betwixt them bred, 
Vnite them as the Body, and the Head. 
For, fuch a bleffed Vnion doth procure 
Morefafety thenfoure Kingdomes can affure\ 
Commands mens liearts, their fortunes, atid their lives, 
Is chief e of all his chief e Prerogatives ; 
Andjkall more comfort, and more profit doe him, 
Then all thofe fruitleffe claimes can bring unto him ; 
Whereto, perchance, they urge him will, whofhall 
Pretend his honor, when theyfeeke his fall 

Such men in Princes Courts were ever found, 
But, thou their lewd Projedlions wilt confound; 
And, when their vaine devifes bring on them, 
Confufion, who this reall Truth contemne ; 
When fuch mensfoolifh counfels,fhall have brought 
Thofe mifchiefs on them which their hods have wrought: 

(Yea, 
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And gotjl his pardon, Tliou hajl Prodlreffe bin 
For leroboam {who made KftlJinJ 
That hand recuring which he did extend^ 
The Meffenger of Godj to apprehend. 

Thou art for any who in thee beleeves. 
Though TraytorSy Strumpets^ Murtherers^ or Th^eifes. 
Thou prayd*fl for Nineveh ; yea thou haflprayd 
For Sodome ; and my hand hadfure beefteflaid 
When I confum^d them^ if there had beene^ then^ 
In five great Cities, but tenne righteous men, 

I never yet could get a verdiB pafl 
On any Sinner^ but thou croft it haft, 
Vpon the leaft repentance. And if ever 
Toferve an Execution I endeavor, 
Thou, fUlly one meanes or other doft procure^ 
To mitigate the flridleft forfeiture, 

Thee^for delaying Judgements, I prefer 
Ei/nfarre before the Courts at Weflminfter. 
And, if I longer thefe thy dealir^s beare, 
Thou here wilt ufe me, as tJiey ufe me there : 
For, lately Jfurveyed it \ andfaw 
Their Chauncery hcul halfe devoured their Law. 

Sweet Lady call to minde, there is a due 
Pertaining equally to me and you. 
As nothing without ME R CI Efhould be done ; 
So IVS TIC Efhould not be encroacht upon. 
I claime a Daughters /«r/, and I defire 
To keepe mine owne inheritance intire. 
1% for your fake, huge Armies, often fave. 
When they had, elfe, beene rotting in the grave, 
Ifuffer you to wipe morefinnes away 
Then twice tenne t/ioufand millions in a day. 
There* s none whom I doe punijh for his crimes, 
But Jdoefcarre himfirft, a thoufand times 

(At 



62 



Cant, I. Remembrancer. 31 

{At your entreaty) when, if I had pleafed, 
I might fo many times his life havefeized. 
Yea, Jfhould none have injut^d, though I had 
Of all the World, longfince, a Bone-fire made. 

For, what effefl hath your Compaffion wrought f 
What Offrings, to Gods Altars, now are brought 
By my long f paring them ? Nay, have they not 
Him, and his awfull powW, the more forgot 1 
What did I fay ? forgot him ? if they had 
Fs*d him and his Indulgence butfo bad. 
Thou might fl have fpoken for them ; and I could 
Have left thy fupplications uncontrolPd, 
But, they have aggravated their negle^, 
Withfuch bafe villanies, fuch difrefpeH, 
Andfuch contempt of Him, of Thee, and Mee, 
That if we beare it, we fhall f corned be. 

They fo prefumptuous are, that well 7 knou*. 
Were but a pettyAwKxz^ ufcdfo. 
He would not brooke it: But,fo rough appeare, 
T/uxt all the finprofejfflng houfes neare. 
Of Reformation would be much in doubt*, 
Andfeare theyfhould not buy his Anger out, 
Though they prefetited him with coyne and wares ; 
And bribed his Clarke, with whom, tis thought hefhares, 
J will not therefore palliate their defpight\ 
I will not be debarred of my right ; 
7 will not make my felfe a publike f come \ 
Nor will 7 longer beare what I have borne. 

Here with (as if (he thought it were in vaine, 
For Vengeance, unto ME RCI E to complaine) 
She rais'd her eyes ; (he fixed them upon 
The Throne of heav'n, and Him that (ate thereon : 
Then bowed thrice ; and, then to her complaint. 
She thus proceeded like an Angry Saint, 

Great 
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Great IVDGE of all the worldjujl^ wife, and holy) 
Who fin abhorrefly and corre6lefl folly : 
Who drivefl all uncleanneffe from thy fight, 
And feared art, ei/n of the moft upright : 
Confider well my Caufe, and let thou not 
Thy 7 VS Tl CE in thy ME R CIE be forgot, 
As well as this my filler, yb am I 
Vnited unto thee effentially 
Before all Time ; and there is caufefor me 
To boafl thy favour, full as much asflie. 
For, to maintaine thy luftice {^:ind approve 
Tliat f acred, never violated Love 
Thou bearefl me) great Monarkies have drunk 
Thy cup of wraih ; and into ruinefunk. 
For their contempt of me, thou hafl rejected 
The Nation, of all Nations, mofl affected. 
Once, thou the Globe of Earth didfl wholly drowne ; 
From Heaven thou threw'fl the finfuU Angels downe : 
And (which is more) thy Bell beloved dy^d. 
That my difpleafure might befatisfVd, 

But, let no former favour me availe. 
If now of Reafon on my fide Jfaile, 
I never did a Vengeance, yet purfue 
Before it was required by double due, 
I never plagued any in defpight. 
Nor in the death offinners took delight. 
Why therefore thus is my proceeding fbiid i 
And thy jufl wrath fo fuddenly alatd f 
Hath Mercy their offences vailed fo. 
That thou beholdefl not what faults t/iey do ? 
And wilt thouflill continue thy compafsion 
To this unthankfuU atid forgetfull Nation ? 

What are they, but a mofl corrupted breed 1 
A wicked, a periterfe, ingratefull feed f 

A 
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A people yS^r inflrulHanfo untoward^ 
Sojhibborne in their courfeSy and fo froward^ {ihenty 
That neither threats^ nor plagues^ nor love can mend 
And therefore Defolation muji attend them. 

Me they have injured^ pajl all compare ; 
They flout me to my face ; they me out dare 
Et/n on my ludgement-feats ; they truth deny^ 
Although they know, their hearers knout they lye. 
They ufe my Titles, and my Offices, 
But CLS a meanes to rob, or to oppreffe I 

The poorer fort : and he that wrong fuflaines 
hfure of more, if he for right complaines. 
Search thou their fireets, their Markets, 6* their Courts) 
Note where the greateft multitude reforts. 
And if thou finde a man among them, there. 
That hath of Ihdth or Judgements any care, 
Him let thine hngf^ifave. But thou fhcdt fee 
That nothing elf e from heele to head they be, 
But fwdlings, wounds, and fores : that they are wholly 
Qregrowne with leprofies of noyfome folly \ 
And that, among them, there abideth none, 
Whofe path is right and perfe^, no not one. 

Their ftudies, are in cheating trickes, andfhifts. 
Their practice, is to compafs bribes, and gifts. 
Their filver is but drofs. Their wine impure. 
Their fineft gold, will not the touch endure. 
The poore oppreffe the poore. The Childe affumes 
An tXAtrs place. The bafefl Grooms prefumes 
Before the Noble. Women take on them 
Mens habits, and fubjefhon doe contemne. 
Men grow effeminate. Age dotes. Youth raves. 
The beggQi's proud. The rich man, bafely craves. 
The neighbour of his neighbour goes in danger ; 
The brother to the brother growes aflranger. 

There 
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There is no kin^ but Coufnage. Few prof effe 
Affe^Hony Amity, or Friendlineffe, 
But to deceive. If men each other greets 
Withfhewes of wondrous friendfhip, when they meety 
They doe but pradlife kindly to betray \ 
AndjeerCy andfcoffe, when they depart away : 
They labour , and they fhtdy, lyes to make: 
To grow more wicked, ferious paines they take: 
Wolves are as mercifull: Their Dogs as holy : 
Vertue, they count a Foole: Religion, y&^ .• 
Their Lawes are but their nets, andginnes, to take 
Thofe whom they hate, andfeeke their prey to make : 
The patronage of Trnth, none flandeth for : 
The way ^ Piety, they doe abhor: 
They meet unfeene, the harmleffe to deceive : 
They hatch the Cocatrice : Th^floely weave 
TTu Spiders web ; and, when in bed they are. 
They lye and fbidy plots of mif chief e there. 

And, why thus fares it"^ but, becaufe they fee 
Thai (how unjuftfo^re their Courfes be) 
They profper in their wickedncfjfe, and thrive, 
Whilfl they who honor thee affli6led live. 
If any man reprove their damned way. 
They perfecute, andflandcr him^ and fay, 
Come, let us fmite him with our tongue, that he, 
And his reproofes, may unregarded be. 
They defp^ratdy refolve a widted Courfe \ 
And, eifry day proceed from bad, to worfe, 
Themfdves theyfooth in evill: andprofejffe 
In publike manner. Trades ofwickedn^e. 
They impudently boafl of their Tranfgreffions, 
And madly, glory in their great Oppreffions, 
Yea, fome fo farre have over-gone the Devils 
Injhamelefneffe, that they make bragge of evils 

Which 
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Which they committed not {as iftheyfeat^d 
That elfe they had not lewd enough appeared) 
WhereaSy they from themf elves would Jlrive toflie^ 
If they could fee their owne deformity, 
For^ what remaineth to be termed ill 
Which they areguiltleffe of in ail^ or willf 
They J gall unto the hungry profer^d have : 
They, vineger unto the thir/fy gave : 
With bruit/hfierceneffe they themfelves aray : 
Unfatisfi^ in their luft are they ; 
And neither earth nor heai/n efcapes the wrongs 
Of their injurious and blafphemous tongues. 
With eifry member, they difhonor Thee, 
No part of them from wickedneffe is free: 
Their Eyes, are wandring after vanitie. 
And leere about, advantages tofpye. 
Their Eares are deafe to goodneffe \ but mofl prone 
To heare aflander told of any one : 
And have an itching after etfry thing. 
Which, newes offenfualitie, may bring. 
Their brazen Foreheads, without Jhame appear e : 
Their Teeth arefharper then afword or f pear e : 
Their Lips, as keenly cut, as Razors doe ; 
And, under them, is Adders poifon too. 
Their Mouthes wtth bitter cufflngs, over-flow : 
Their oily Tongues, contention daily fow : 
In Heart, they Faljhood before Truth, preferre : 
Their Throats^ are like a gaping Sepulcher : 
Foule belchtngs from their Stomacks doe arife, 
Ei/nfilthiefpeeches, and ranke blafphemies. 
Their Hands {their right hands) lawleffe gifts receive : 
With Bribes, their Fingers, they defiled have. 
Their Feet, arefivift in executing ill, 
And, run the blood of innocents tofpill. 

They 
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They are corrupt in eifry Facultie ; 
In Vnderflanding, Will, and Memorie ; 
Yea^ their mojlfpecious works ^pietie 
Are little elfe, but meere hypocrifie, 

Alljiain'd with Murthers, Thefts, Adulteries, 
And other unrepented Villanies 
Thy Houfe th^ enter, as if they were cleare. 
Or, thither came, but to out-brave thee there. 
There, they difplay their pride: there, they contemne 
Thy Meffengers \ or, fit and cenfure them. 
There, they dijiurbe thy Children in their pray' rs. 
By tailing of impertinent affaires. 
The many roving lookes, they throw about, 
Doe prove them, far more wanton, than devout. 
And, fay, they bring devotion for afit: 
Alas/ what pleafure canflthou take in it? 
Or, what doe they but mocke thee, when they pray, 
Vnleffe their wickedneffe they cafl away f 
What profits it, to kneele fometime an houre ? 
To f aft a day f to look demure, or four e ? 
To raife the hands aloft ? the breft toftrike ? 
Tofhake the head, or hang it Bulrufti like ? 
And, all that while to have no thought of thee \ 
But on bafe projects, mufing, there, to bet 

Imanyfuch enormities might name. 
Wherein this People have beene much to blame. 
And,fhcUl theyftill, thy gentleneffe contemne ? 
Wilt thou forbeare, for this, to punifh them ? 
Shall fuch devotion be regarded more, 
Then if they brought the hyring of a whore ? 
Or facrific^d a Dog? Nay, though they had 
Offarrefet Calamus an Oftring mcule. 
Or, incenfe brought from Sheba ; doe they think 
The f moke ofthat,fhall take away theftink 

Of 
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Of their corruption ? JhaU this wicked Throngs 
( Who partners are in eifrie kind of wrongs 
And Reformation hate) flill fpared be 
Becaufe they can a little prate of thee f 
Make zealous outward fhawes ; and preach thy wordy 
Whofepau/r they have denfdf (if not abhorred.) 

Let me confume them rather For^ Companion 
So often hath prevailed for this Nation, 
Thaty all my threatnings are no whit regarded^ 
Thy Pittie is with difrefpe^ rewarded \ 
Thy Blowes doe nothing f often them : but^ more 
Hard hearted^ rather ^ make them then before. 
They neither know norfeeke thee. They fcarce daigne 
So much as thoughts of thee to entertaine. 
Or if they doe ; yet^ thou in kindneffe^ hafl 
So frequently y their errors over pafl 
With gentle flripes \ that they conjeHure^ now 
That thou art like to them^ and dofl allow 
Their wicked courfes, For^ Is there (fay they) 
In God, or fight, or knowledge of our way ? 
Doth he behold ? or care what things we doe ? 
Will he take vengeance ? Tufh, it is not fo. 
Such fables were devis*d in times of old, 
And of flrange judgements, llories have beene told ; 
But, who hath feene them ? or, when will appeare 
That Day of Doome, whereof fo oft we heare? 
Sure never. For the world doth Hill remaine 
The fame it was ; and thefe are feares in vaine. 

Oh / what will this increafe unto^ if thus 
Thoufuffer them to make a f come of us? 
Where is thyfeare^ if thou a Mailer be? 
Why, (if a Godjjhould they not honour thee ? 
Wliat meanes thy long long-fuffring ? and, what way 
To worke amendtnent wilt thou tiext affay ? 

Thou 
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Thou haft already tncrifd them to repenty 
By Threats, Gifts, Precepts, and by Punifliment 
Toftop their wickedneffe^ thou Flouds, and Drought, 
Frofts, Fires, and Tempefts, haft upon them brought. 
Diflempers, Frights, and (many times of late) 
Diflrufts, and hazzards of the publike State. 
With eifry kind ^Sickneffe, thou haft try^d them ; 
With Peftilence, and Famine, mortifid them : 
With Slaughters thou haftfoild them ; and betwixt 
Each Plague, tliou Mticy ftill haft intermixt\ 
Yet^ all in vaine. Oh / rife^ andfuffer me 
On all at once avenged now to be, 
Pluckefrom thy bofome^ thy fureftriking-hand^ 
And^ let it fall fo heavy on that Land, 
Thaty all their Follies may their merit have^ 
Andy they be put tofilence in the grave. 

Permit them not unplagued to perfever^ 
Blafpheming thuSy thy Name and tJuefor ever. 
Buty let me et/ry Plague upon them ccfty 
Which thoUyfor fuch as they y prepared heft. 
Let them percervey that they have lot/d andferved 
Thofe gods, by whom they cannot be preferved. 
Let me tranfport from their polluted Coafty 
Thofe Holy-things, whereof they vainly boaft: 
Andy let not their prophaneneffe be proteiled 
By thaty which they fo much have difrefpeHed. 

Fory whyfhouldft thouforbeare this people more 
Then many other Nations heretofore 9 
Since they for their example thofe have had 
The lefjfe excufcUfle their faults are made. 
Yeay though their wickedneff'e were but thefamCy 
Yety tJuy are worthy of a greater blame. 

IVhat are they better then theftubbome lewes ? 
Whereiny doe they thy bleffmgs leffe abufe f 

What 
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W?uit have their Temples, of more worth in them 
Theity Shilo, Bethel, or lerulalem, 
That wejhouldfpare their manyfteepled TowreSy 
Not rather making them the Neajls , and Bowres 
Ofnoyfome Vermine, and ftuh fatcUl Fowles^ 
As croking Ravens, and loud fcreeching Owles ? 
Whyjhouldft thou not, as low this He decline^ 
As Milke and Hony-flowing Palefline / 
What have tJiey more deferved ofthypittie 
Then Sion, thyfo much beloved Citty ? 
Or, wherefore Jhould their Seed be thought upon 
More kindely, then the bratts of Babylon ? 
Why Jhould their Common wealth, more prifed be. 
Thin thofe great Monarchies dejlrofd by me 
Informer ages, whofe tranfcendent Fate, 
Each Timefucceeding, hath admired at) 
Yea,fince the World thou didfl for finningy drowne, 
Why Jhould fuch mercy to this Land bejhinvne f 

If thou a pious King to them hajl given. 
What lofeth he, if thou from thence to Hecnfn 
Trar^te himjhalt f From earthly Crownes, to weare 
Thofe wreathes of Glory that immortall are ? 
And from afroward People, to have place 
With Angells, and there triumph in thy grace f 
If any man be found obferving thee, 
To him what difcontentment can it be 
To view my hand prevailing over thofe 
Who me in my proceedings did oppofe f 
And fee thofe Tyrants ruined, who have long 
Committed violence, and ofired wrong 
To him, and his ? what harme hath he I pray. 
To pajfe through all thatforrow in one day. 
And in thy bUfjed prefence to appeare. 
Who elfe might here have lingred many a yeare ? 

Of 
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Of what can he complained if being borne 
Above the reach of e^ry future fcome^ 
Within thy hecnfnly Manfuniy he poffeffe 
A perfeil^ and an endleffe happineffe ? 

Why may not IVSTICE glorifie thy Name, 
As well as ME RCYcan extoll the fame 9 
Whyfhould thy former favours^ being lofl^ 
Oblige thee to defray a future cofl 
On Prodigals, and Vnthrifts, who had ratlier 
Live Swineherds, than retume to thee their Father / 
Why may not that reproach diverted be. 
Which irreligious men will cqfl on thee 
Although thoufpare not hypocrites ; and them 
Who are the caufers that thy Foes blafpheme f 
What difadvantage can their fall effect 
To thy pure honour? or, to thine eledl, 
Which may not be prevented (ifthoupleafe) 
Although thou be not mercifull to thefe f 

Sure, none at all: and, therefore, I will flay 
My hand no longer \ but breake off delay. 
Thy Sword and Ballance, are with me in trufl\ 
To punifh Sin, I know it to bejufl] 
They both arraigned, and condemned are \ 
My warrants, in thy written Word appeare : 
Their crimes, for Vengeance, loudly crying be: 
Thy Judgements, ready muflred are, by thee : 
Thine eye dothfpeake unto me to be gone \ 
And, loe ; Iflye to fee thy pleafure done. 

As when a Mother on a fudden hearing 
Her babe to (hrieke, (and fome difafler fearing 
That may befall the childe) flarts up and flyes 
To fee the reafon of her Infants cries : 
So quick, was IVSTICE; &, eVe now, had brought 
Her work, to fomething ; and, this Land, to nought. 

But 
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But, to prevent her purpofe, MER CIE cad 
Her arme about that angry Virgins wafle ; 
Look'd ladly on her ; hung about her \ kifl her, 
And (weeping in her bofome) faid, Sweet Sifler, 
I pray thee^ doe not thus impatient grow^ 
Nor profecute deferved Vengeance^ fo. 
Thou art mojl beautifull\ fincerely jujl \ 
MoftperfeiUy upright in all thou dofi) 
For which thine excellency , and perfe^ion^ 
I love thee with an excellent affe^Uon, 
And though thou frownejt \ yet thyfrownings be 
So lovely^ that J cannot part from thee, 

Whctt though fame Worldlings offer thee dif graces^ 
Shall they (Sweet hearty make loathed my embraces f 
Shall thoUy and /, {who nearer are then twinnes) 
Fall outy or be divorced by their finnes 9 
Oh never lei itfaidy or muttered be^ 
That we in any thing can difagree. 
For whafs more lovely ^ or morefweet then this. 
That we each other may embrcue and kiffe f 
And by our mutuaU workings, and agreeings^ 
Bring all Gods Creatures to their perfeil beings. 

Beleeve me (Deare) Heaxfn doth not comprehend 
That pleafurcy which this pleafure doth tranfcend: 
Nor is our Father better plea^d in us, 
Then when he fees our armes entwined, thus. 
Forfhould wejarre, the world would be undone, 
And Heatfn, and Earth, into a Chaos runne. 
What profit can it bring, or what content, 
To fee a Kingdome miferably rent, 
With manifold affliHionsi what great good 
To us redoundeth by the death, or blood 
Of any man f what honour can we have t 
What praife, from thofe thai in the fUent grave 

D LU 
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Lye raked up in ruines dead and rotten ? 

Or in the Land where all things are forgotten ? 

Seeki not thy Glory by their Overthroiv^ 
That arepurfued by tooJlroTtg a Foe^ 
And over-match' d already \ thinke upon 
Thepoii^rfull hate of that malicious One, 
Remember they were framed of the dufl\ 
And that to Clay againe returne they mufl. 
When they are dead they paffe away for ever, 
Etfn as i/iat vapour which returneth never. 
Oh ; make them not the Butt of thy difpleafure^ 
Nor Give them of Gods wrath thefulleft meafure, 
J grant this Realme is finfuU\ But, what hath 
Thai Realme, or people equalling thy wrath ? 
TUs honourable, when wefioope below 
Ourfdves ; that love or favour we mayfhow ; 
Or to correal, withpurpofe to amend: 
But ifwithfuch we Foe-like fhould contend. 
It would appearCy as iffome Empery 
Did arme itfelfCy to combat with a Fly. 
When we correiHon, or forgivenefje daigne, 
We may correal them, or forgive againe : 
But in deflroying quite, our f elves we woundy 
And to our Iniiniteneffe,y5r/ a bound \ 
For I VSTICE neither MER C V can have place, 
Infubjells^ which we totally deface. 

We mufl not feeke for purity divine 
In dufl and afhes ; till wefirfl refine 
From earthly droffe the gold that we defire, 
^y Hfi^ of the Bellowes and the Fire, 
For tiU we purge it, what (alas) is good. 
Or what can holy be in Flefh and Blood 9 
Who lookes that F^s on 7%iflles fhould be borne. 
Or thatfweet Grapes fhould grow upon a Thome f 

It 
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• 

// cannot be. As therefore heretofore 
God promifed^ (that he would never more 
Contend with man) let us refotve the fame \ 
And byfome other meanes^ their wildeneffe tame, 

Keepe^ yet a while^ this Army where it is \ 
And let us try to mend what is amiffe^ 
(As erjl we did) hy fending jointly thither^ 
Our Favours^ and Corrections^ both together : 
And if they profit not^ there is a Day 
In 7vhich thine Indignation fhaH have way. 

As when a Father^ who, in heat of wrath 
To give a fon corredlion purpos*d hath, 
Enraged is, untill his lovely wife 
Doth interpofe her felfe with friendly llrife ; 
But (pleafed in the fweetneffe of her fpeech, 
Who to forgive the Child doth him befeech) 
Doth lay afide his whole difpleafure, then, 
And turne his anger into fmiles agen ; 
So, / VS TICE was by MER C K wrought upon : 
And (he that would with fo much hafle be gone, 
Forgot her fpeed ; Her louing Sifter ey'd 
With calmer lookes ; and thus to her repl/d. 

Thou^ and thy charmings have prevailed upon me, 
And to abate mine anger thou haft wonne me, 
I therefore will not caft my plagues on ally 
But on worfl Liver s^ onely^ let them fall, 
Nayy nay, quoth MER C I E^ thou muft favour fliow 
T^ mofl of them, or thou wilt overthrow 
TTie lawes of Defliny ; and croft will be 
JVhat God did from eternity decree, 
For,fome ofthefe have not fulfilled yet 
Their finnesy nor nuule their number up complete. 
Some, that are wandring in the wayes of folly. 
Shall be regenerated, and made holy, 

t) 2 Some 



75 



Br IT tan's Cant. I. 

Ofthemfome have morality^ that may 
Be helpfull to Gods children^ in their way ; 
Somey mufl be lefty as were the Cana'nites, 
To exerctfe thefaith/ull Ifr'elites ; 
Yeafomey have in their loynes a generation 
Vnborney which muft make up the bleffed Nation. 
And till that feed budforthy ihofe trees muftjlandy 
Although they grow but to annoy the Land. 

Jtfeemes (quoth / VS TICE) I muft then abidey 
(However they offend) unfatisfid, 
Vnfatisfld (faid MER CIE) Is it that. 
Sweet Sifter which your zeale hath aimed atf 
Then, looke you there. And with that word, her eye 
She plac'd on him, who fits in Majedy, 
At Gods right hand. Behold that Lambe (quoth (he) 
By him thou fiilly ftUisfi d ftialt be. 
Hepoore was made, that he their debt might pay ; 
He baft became, to take their ftiame away ; 
He entred bond, their fteedome to procure 'y 
He dangers tr/d, their fafities to affure ; 
Hefcomed was, their honor to advance ; 
Heftem^d afooUy to helpe their ignorance; 
Heftn Tjoas mctde, their errors to conceale] 
He wounded was, that he their wounds might heale ; 
He thirftedy thai their thirft might have an end'. 
He wept, that joy their forrow might attend -y 
He loft his bloody that they their blood might fave ; 
He dy'dy that they etemall lift might have. 
Nor canft thou any for their fins condemne, 
(Since he hath over-paid the price ft>r them) 
Ifbypartidlarfaith they /hall apply 
That pardon, which he granteth genVally, 
And left to that whole Kingdome thou deny it, 
For want of application, I apply it. 

Why 
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VVhy then (faid / VS TICE) I may quite difmiffe 
This daqfio/T\2igvies which here affembled is, 
Notfo^ replyed MER CIE: For no curfe 
Is greater^ nor is any mifchiefe worfe 
Then want of due correction : And if J 
Should yeeld to that^ it were not Clemency , 
But cruell dealing \ and my love no other 
Then is the kindneffe of that cockring mother ^ 
Who f pares the rod (out of her pure affection) 
And fends unto the Gallowes^r correilion : 
As ifjhe thought her children apt for learnings 
Jfthey could take a hanging for a warning. 

Ifeeme to croffe thy workings, and thou mine. 
To thofe that neither know my wayes, nor thine : 
But, as the motions in a Clocke doe tend 
And move together to one purpo^d end. 
Although their wheeUs contrary courfes goe. 
And force the even bcUlance to and fro. 
Er/nfOy although it may tofome appeare. 
That our proceedings much repugnant are] 
Yet in our difctgreeings, we agree, 
And helpfull to our chiefe deftgne they be. 

We therefore, from Gods Army willfele6l 
One Regiment, this people to corre^. 
Not his that is the Generall : for, he 
Refifleth us if he prevailing be. 
Nor Famine; For, (unl^e permit wejhall 
Thatfhe devoure, untill wefiarve up cUl) 
She mofl unequally confumes the poor e, 
And makes the rich to be enriched more. 
Nor will we fend the Sword ; for, that makes way 
For eifry plague to follow \ yea, doth lay 
All open to confufion ; and befinves 
ThepoTi/r of God oft times upon his foes. 

D z But 



77 



Brittan's Cant.\, 

But^ we topunijh tkem^ will fend from hence^ 
The dreadfidl, and impartiall PESTILENCE. 
For^fhe doth neither Richy nor Poore preferre \ 
Thefooli/h, and the wife, are one to her : 
Nor eloquence J nor beauty, nor complexion, 
Frevailes with Iter \ Nor Hatred, nor Affection, 
Shefeizeth All alike ; fhe vifiteth 
The Palace, as the Cottage ', and with death. 
Or elfe with fickneffe, ftrikes at each dq^ee, 
Vnleffe our Superfedeas, granted be. 

By meanes of her, in any State, or City, 
Thou maifl avenge, andlmayfhow my pitty 
With little noife ; and both cU once, fulfill 
Our wifhes, and accomplifh all our will. 
For, where a noyfome weed isfeene tofprout, 
Shefhall, at thy appointment, weed it out. 
Or if a plant, or bud, orftovfr we fee, 
Thafs ripe for Heaifn, and may impaired be 
Byflanding longer ; we the fame will gather-, 
To make a precious Pofiefor our Father. 
And, as thou hafl thy purpofe, by their fall, 
Orjfmart, whom fhe or wound, or flaughter fhaU -, 
Right fo have J: For, if they udcked are 
Whom fhe removes \ the better fliall they fare, 
Whofe Converfations truly honefl be ; 
And from opprejffion live the longer free. 
If righteous men this Judgements prey become, 
It is appointed tofecure them from 
Some greater Plague, which mufl (perhaps) befent 
Tofcoufge this Kingdome, ere it will repent] 
Or (peradventure) that my hand may take them 
From Earth, the Citizens of Heaifn to make them : 
Andfome, who never elfe on God had thought. 
Shall, (by her whip) unto his love be brought, 

Tliis 
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This pleafed well, and IVSTICE did agree 
With MER C F, that it Ihould allowed be : 
And^ for the fwift fulfilling of their minde, 
The PESTILENCE, by warrant, was affign'd 
Great Brittan to invade ; and limited 
Where to begin the Plague \ how far to fpread ; 
How many (he fhould wound ; how many flay ; 
How many grieve ; how many fright away ; 
How long abide ; and when her terme was done, 
On what conditions (then) fhe mufl be gone. 
Moreover lefl her flroke fhould not amend us, 
Gods Hoaji of Plagues had warrant to attend us ; 
That if the PeJHlmce could not prevaile. 
Another might our wicked Land aflaile j 
And then another, till we did repent, 
Or were confumed in our chaflifement 

The Prince of Darknes, (though he could not gaine 
PermifHon, fully to unloofe his Chaine) 
His ufuall pow'r obtained to worke defpite 
On fome offenders, and to ufe the fleight 
Of Lying-wonders : or by flrong temptation 
To feize upon the Sonnes oi Reprobation : 
Yea many times to buffet (for corre<5lion) 
Ev'n thofe that have the feales of Gods ele^ion. 

Dearth was commanded, that (to make us feare 
A Scarceneffe) fhe fhould fcatter here, and there, 
A Floudy or Tempefl\ and at fometime bring 
A droughty Summer, or difroffy Spring, 
Or Mel'deweSy to remember us, from whom 
The bleffings of a plenteous yeare doe come. 

Warre, (who had quite forgotten us almofl) 
Injoyned was to fit upon our Coafl; 
To faile about our Shore, to view our Forts, 
To vifit all our Havens, and our Ports : 

D 4 And 
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And with her dreadful! founds, to rouze and keepe 
This Kingdome, from fscurities dead fleepe. 
But was commanded, not to feize a hoofe 
Of what was our till God hath made a proofe 
How mollified our flony hearts will be ; 
What fruits of true repentance he (hall fee ; 
What change will be effe(5led in this Land, 
By his coiredling us with his owne hand ; 
And what oblations of true thankes and love, 
We render will upon this Plague remove. 

Wherein, if we doe faile his expe6lation. 
We (hall be made a miferable Nation. 
The Sea that now doth clofe us, like a wall. 
Shall be a Sea of terror ; and it (hall 
Let in our foes upon us, or which flouds 
O're-flow our borders^ and devoure our goods. 
Our wealthy TraffiqueSy and that forraine Trade, 
(Whereby fo proud, and wanton we are made) 
Cut off ihall be, and faile in ev'ry Coaft. 
Our numerous Fleets (whereof fo much we boad, 
(And, in whofe powV and multitude, I feare 
Our truil, and hopes too much repofed are) 
By Stormes, and Piracies, that fhsdl purfue them, 
Or want of meanes, and trading to renue them, 
Shall waile away unheeded ; till we fee 
Our harmes beyond our meanes of curing be. 
Our Houjes (hall by ftrangers be poffeffed ; 
Our goodly Templesy which, (as yet) are bleffed 
With Gods true worlhip, (hall be raz*d, or burned. 
Or into dennes of theevery be turned. 
Throughout thofe champain fields, & forreds, where 
We hunted for our pleafure ; we by Feare 
Shall hunted be : and made a prey for them 
Whom we (perhaps) did mod of all contemne. 

Our 
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Our People^ (on whofe numbers we prefume) 
Shall by degrees be leflfned, and confume. 
Our Nation (late renowned through the World) 
Shall be unvalu'd, as old rubbifh, hurl'd 
In fome by-comer, and quite round about us 
Our Foes, our Neighbors, & our Friends (hal flout us. 
Our Petue^ fliall make us but effeminate. 
Our Riches^ and our plentifuU eflate, 
Shall but enrich our enemies ; and we 
(That of our King fo glad, and hopefuU be) 
Shall (for our fmnes, perchance) be quite deprived 
Of thofe great comforts, which we have conceived 
For, either God may give an ill fucceffe 
To his bed Counfells, for our frowardneffe ; 
Or leave us fome diflruftings in our heart. 
To make us cenfiu-e in an evill part 
His gracious purpofes ; or give a pow'r 
To fome ill-willers of his peace, and our, 
To fow the feeds of Difcord, and divide 
Our hearts, which now fo lovingly are ty'd : 
Or let fome Politician worke upon 
His Goodneffe ; and fo cunningly goe on, 
That he fliall never finde, how he, and his 
Are injured, till all things are amiffe : 
Which God forbid \ yea, grant (O Lord) that I 
In thefe furpofals may not prophecie \ 
As (out of doubt IfhaU) if any fin 
(That may procure it) we continue in. 

Yea, though our Proje^s may a while poffeffe 
Our hearts with flattering hopes of good fuccefle ; 
Though in affaires of VVarre^ and in our Fights 
We thrive a while, as did the Benjamites \ 
Although a league with Baalam we began ; 
And Berodach the fonne of Baladan 
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Had fent us prefents j and though he ihall feeme 

To have our health and welfare in efleeme ; 

Though to his Lords the treafures we declare, 

Which in Gods Temple here among us are : 

Yea, though we gave thofe holy things^ to buy 

His love, and Babylonijh amity : 

It (hould but linger us along, till they 

(Who feeke our overthrow) their fnares doe lay ; 

Vntill they have enlarged their growing powers, 

And by their Policy^ befooled ours ; 

Or, till our fmnes, or our fecurities 

Have made us objects for their Tyrannies, 

And, there enthralFd us, where long fmce were hung 

On willow trees, untuned, and unflrung. 

The Harpes of Syon ; and where Men contemne 

The heavenly Sonnets of lerufalem, 

Ev*n this ihall be our lot, and worfe then this 
If we continue flill to doe amiffe. 
Or bring not forth the fruits of Penitence, 
When God hath fcourg'd us by the Pejlilence, 
But, if that (lirre us to repenting (hall. 
He will not onely back againe recall 
That raging Plague^ to which he gave fuch pow'r 
Within our peopled Cities to devoure : 
But, he will alfo on this Realme bellow 
New benefits, for entertaining fo. 
With lowlineffe, his fatherly corredlion ; 
And yeelding him our filial affedlion. 

Then, eViy one beneath his Vine fliall fit 
Without didurbance j and with pleafure eate 
The profit of his labors. Men (hall goe 
In fafety through the Kingdome, to, and fro. 
Their Land they (hall enjoy in peace ; and weare 
The warmeft fleeces, that their flockes do beare. 

No 
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No fonnes of Belial^ fhall from them divert 
Their Princes favour (in the fmalleil part) 
Nor (hall Seditions Lovers draw from him 
Their loyalties, by miiinforming them ; 
But God that blejQTed union fhall maintaine, 
Which ought 'twixt King and People to remaine. 

He, then, will multiply the fruits encreafe ; 
Preferve our plenty, fandlifie our peace : 
And guide by I^and and Sea, our preparations 
Of lawful! warre, to feize upon thofe Nations 
That are our foes, and his. Which, that He may 
Vouchfafe unto us ; let us ev'ry day 
Produce of thankfulneffe fome new eflfedl : 
Let us obferve.(with ev'ry due refpedt) 
The progreffe of that Plague fent lately hither j 
How CLEMENC K& JVSTICE came together; 
Relating to each other what we faw 
To kindle love, or keepe our foules in awe ; 
And fo record it, that (Ihould we be rotten) 
It may be flill preferved unforgotten. 
For, tliat we might his honour forth declare. 
We both created, and preferved were. 
To fuch a purpofe, I doe thus employ 
That fcomed Faculty, which I enjoy ; 
And (for the compafTmg of my intention) 
Have off'red up the bed of my invention \ 
And what that is (to thofe, who doe regard 
Such paines) the following Canioes have declared. 

Behold (O Lord) my purpofes from heatfn ; 
Accept of me the gift that thou hafl given. 
Permit not thofe^ who fpite or malice me^ 
To interrupt my Mufe inpraifmg thee. 
Let none ofthofe^ whofnde that I negle^ 
The way to wealth, which they too much affeH, 

Conceive 
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Conceive^ that I my lime have/pent in vaine^ 
Becaufe their Studies yeeld them greater gaine ; 
Let them perceive^ though this endevour brings 
Nor Riches, Honours, nor ejleeme of Kings ; 
But rather wafts my Fortunes, and doth more 
Increafe my charge^ and troubles y then before ; 
Let them (I fay) conceive^ and alfo knotv 
That lam highly plea^d^ itfhould befo ; 
And would not change the bUffing of my Fate 
With thofe^ whom they doe hold more fortunate. 

And let not that, which 7 have here comprifed. 
Become (through my unworthinejfe) defpifed-, 
But grant itfuch a modercUe refpeh, 
ThcU J may fee my labours take effeSl 
For their encouragements, whofhcUl apply 
To fuck good ends, their gift of Poefie j 
And let all thofcy who Jhall perufe my Story ^ 
Receive fome profit, and give thee, the glory. 



The fecond Canto. 

Our Mufe defends her lowly flile ; 
And ( having flowne qfide a while) 
Tells, how the VlaigMQ firft entred here ; 
What meanes toftay it praiHid were. 
Some vulgar Tenets are difputed', 
Some reHified, fome refuted* 

She from the Nature, and the Caufe, 
Of that Difeafe, conelufions drawes ; 
Declareth how it runnes and creepes. 
And what uticertaine paths it keepes : 
How long fir in orders ufefull flood ; 

The 
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The fruit of Chriflian neighbourhood \ 
And many oilier things^ betwixt 
Thefe mentioned^ are intermixt 

Sfufheweth (alfo) meanes ajfured 
By which, this mifchiefe may be cured ; 
How to apply that meanes j how thofe 

IVho ufe ityfhould themf elves compofe ; 
How violent the Plague did grow \ 

Who from it mighty or might notgoe\ 

How much f was feared', hotv men fled] 

How illy inflyingy manyfped) 

And laflly {as occafton moves) 

She grievesyfhe counfellsy and reproves, 

L£t no fantaflique Reader now condemne 
Our homely MufCy for (looping unto them, 
In plaine expreffions, and in words, that fliow 
We love not, in affe<Sled paths, to goe. 
For, to be underflood, is language ufed ; 
And fpeech to other ends as much abufed. 
Lines, therefore, over-darke, or over-trimm'd, 
Are like a Piihire with a Vifour limm'd ; 
Or like Vomanders of a curious fent. 
Within a painted Box that hath no vent ; 
Or like Feach-kernelSy which, (to get them forth) 
Require more cracking, then the fruit is worth. 
Let no man gueffe, my Meafures framed be. 
That wifer men, my little wit may fee ; 
Or that I doe not hold the matter good, 
Which is not more admir'd then underflood : 
For, chiefly, fuch a Subje^ I defire, 
And fuch a plaine Expreffiony to acquire, 
That ev'ry one my meaning may difceme ; 
And they be taught, that have mofl need to learne. 

It 
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It is the ufefuU matter of my Rimes 

Shall make them live. Words alter as the Times : 

And fooneft their fantaflique Rhetoriques, 

Who trim their Foefies with fchooleboy-tricks. 

That, which this age aiFe<5ls, as grave, and wife, 

The following generation may defpife. 

Greenes phrafe, and Lilliis language were in fafhion. 

And had among the wits much commendation ; 

But now, another garbe of fpeech, with us 

Is pris*d ; and theirs is thought ridiculous ; 

As ours (perchance) will be, whe Time (who changeth 

Things changeable) the prefent phrafe eftrangeth. 

Let no man therefore dreame, I will beflow 
My precious Time in what will vary fo ; 
Since that, which, with moil eafe I fhall produce, 
May liave (for ought I know) the longed ufe. 
Let no man thinke, I*le racke my memory 
For pen-and-inkehorne-termes, to finifie 
My blunt invention \ trimming it, as they 
Who make rich clothes but for Saint George his day ; 
When they may better cheape a fuite provide, 
To fit that fead, and many dayes befide. 

Nor let unlearned Cenfurers fuppofe 
Our Mu/e a courfe unwarrantable goes. 
In framing Objects reprefentative^ 
Which may imprint, or in the foule revive, 
True feelings of that wrath or love, which we 
In God almighty, by Faiths eyes doe fee. 
For, though his holy Spirit, when he will. 
Can eafily the foules of mortals fill 
With heav'nly knowledges, by wayes unfeene ; 
Yet, he himfelfe hath fometime pleafed beene 
By outward obje<Sls to employ the fenfes, 
In reaching to the foule, fome excellencies 

Con- 
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Conceard before. Yea, many times he fuites 
His Deity in our poore attributes ; 
And (that our weakneffe he may work upon) 
Our ufuall fpeech, and pafTions, he puts on. 

If fo ; then we, that have no other way 
Our hidden apprehenfions to conuey 
From Man to Man, but by the quaint creation 
Of fome Ideaes in our contemplation ; 
That fo the fenfes may become inclined 
To give fome information to the mind : 
Then we (I fay) whofe fluid memories 
Would elfe let goe our ayrie fantafies, 
May fuch a liberty with warrant ufe. 
And I (no doubt) my felfe may well excufe, 
If other while things bodilefle I cloath 
With mortall bodies ; and doe give them both 
Our fpeeches, and our geftures. For, by this, 
A dull affedlion often quickned is. 
Nor thus to doe, are Poets onely moved 
But, thefe are (Iraines Prophetically approved. 

To fay, that God is angry ; or that he 
Will of our wickedneffe avenged be \ 
Moves little : but, to paint his fury, fo 
That Men the dreadfulnefle thereof may know, 
As if they faw it : or his love to make 
So pleading of our caufe, as if it fpake 
(Within our hearing) with fuch eameftneffe, 
As friends would plead for friends in their diftreffe ; 
Doth much incite the Reader to attention, 
And roufeth up the dullefl apprehenfion. 

Me thinks, I doe, (as with mine eye) behold 
The reall fight of all that I have told : 
Yea, that which I my felfe defcribed here, 
Doth touch mine heart with reverence, and feare. 

I 
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I have perpetuall Vifions of that rout 

Of Plagues^ and ludgementSy which doe rove about 

To punilh us. And, from that dreadfull hoajl 

I fee (me thinkes) how to invade our Coafl, 

The Plague march'd hither, like a Regiment 

That is for fervices of moment fent 

From fome great Armie. And, when I can bend 

My troubled fpirits truly to attend 

Gods ludgetnentSt and his Mercies, as they goe 

Their daily progrefTe ; I can reach unto 

Much pleafmg thoughts ; and oftentimes forefee, 

What his intents, and their events will be : 

For, when Mam heart is filled with his Feare, 

TTiefecrets of the Lord to him appeare. 

Oh ! what rich treafures doth my foule poffefTe, 
When I doe contemplate the blefledneffe, 
The Wifedome, and the Way of God moft high ? 
How farre above my felfe rais'd up am I / 
How little want I, that the world can give ? 
What heights afcend I / what huge depths I dive? 
How much contemne I dangers here below ? 
How certaine of Gods favours can I grow? 
And with what fweetneffe is my brefl infpired, 
When (by the heat of Contemplation fired) 
I fit locked up within a lonely roome, 
Where nothing to diflurbe my thoughts may come : 
And where may enter neither fight, nor Notion 
Of any thing, but what may flirre Devotion ? 

Sure, were it not, that I am clothed about 
With flelh, that doth compell me to come out ; 
Or, knew I not the Chrillian Mans eilate 
Extended further, then to contemplate ; 
Or faw not them unthankfuUy precife, 
Who Gods extemall bleffings quite defpife ; 

Or 
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Or fear'd I not, I never fliould have union 

With God, unleffe I were in fome communion 

Of Saints on earth j whom I might fharers make 

Of thofe fweet thoughts of him, which I partake ; 

Or, if I doubted not, I might with Loi^ 

Vpon the daughters of my braine begot, 

Commit fome fpirituall incefl, had I none 

To fpend the feed of my full Sauie upon : 

Or, ijf I found it not unnaturall, 

To leape out of the world, till God did call ; 

And that fantaftique wayes of felfe-contenting 

Are but the certaine paths to felfe-tormenting ; 

If all thefe things I knew not ; I could bide 

Shut up, until my flefh were Mummy-fi'd ; 

And (though the world fhould woo me) would difdain 

(For ever) to unclofe my doore againe. 

For though (when I come forth) I lofe agen 

My Raptures ; and have thoughts like other men ; 

Becaufe my nat'rall frailties, and the fog 

Of earthly Vanities, my foule doth clog : 

Yea, though I can as hardly keepe thofe firings 

Vnquench'd abroad, which are (in my retirings 

Inflamed in me ;) as a naked Man 

Retaine that heat upon a Mountaine can, 

Which in a clofe warme chamber he retaineth : 

Yet (for my comfort) fomewhat flill remaineth : 

And in my recollections I pofleffe 

More happinefle, then I can well expreffe. 

I view contentments, which I cannot meafure ; 

I have fome taflings of immortall pleafure ; 

I glimmerings have of hidden myfleries ; 

My foule on glorious things doth fix her eyes ; 

And though fome whited walls f'who did attempt 

To bring my Muft and Me, unto contempt) 

Endevor 
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Endevour (lill (with fliewes of Pietie) 

My bed-approved paines to vilifie : 

I can with fcome of their bafe envy, raife 

My thoughts above their ignorant difpraife : 

And pitty their dull fottifhneffe, who prize 

Their (hadowes better, then realities. 

For I have fearch'd their folly, and efp/d 

That they have drown'd their wifdome in their pride ; 

Yea, by their partiall dealings, I now fee 

They judge mens merits, as their titles be : 

And I have gotten thofe brave things in chafe. 

That fliall advantage me, by my difgrace. 

When, therefore, by my felfe I am enclofed, 
And for an heav'nly rapture^ well difpofed ; 
I doe not grudge mine enemies to fpue 
Their flanders on my name ; or to purfue 
My labours with reproach \ nor prey to make 
On all my fortunes : But all well can take. 
I doe not then repine, altliough I fee 
That Fooles ennobled, Knaves enriched be. 
And honed men unheeded : but I bide 
As pleafed, as I am at Whitfoniide^ 
To fee faire Nymphs in Country Townes rejefted, 
And fluttifli Milkmaids by the Clownes eleded 
For Ladies of the May, And if I chance 
Where any of thofe Hobby Iiorfes prance ; 
I can in fport, or courtefie, bedow 
Thofe termes upon them, which I doe not owe. 

For when on Contemplations wings I flye, 
I then oVe looke the highed Vanity. 
I fee how bafe thofe fooleries doe fliow, 
Which are admired, while I creepe below : 
And by the brightneffe of a two-fold light 
(Refle^ing from Gods word to cleare my fight) 

Faiths 
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Faiths obje<fls to her eyes, much plainer are, 

Then thofc which to my outward fight appeare. 

My towring Souie is winged up, as if 

She over-flew the top of Tenariffcj 

Or fome far higher Mountaine ; where we may 

All adlions of this lower World furvey. 

I am above the touch of malice borne ; 

I am beyond the reach of ev'ry fcome ; 

And could But what mean I ? this feems z.Jlrain 

Impertinent Sweet Mufe^ come downe againe ; 
Soare not fo high. For in thefe lofty flights 
The Fooles below, doe thinke our Eagles^ Kites. 
The world, to flout fuch Raptures now is prone ; 
I will enjoy them (therefore) all alone .• 
Of their unhallow'd cenfuring take heed. 
And in my former purpofe, thus proceed. 

When (as you heard before) the Court of Heaven 
Commiflion to the PeJHlence had given 
To fcourge our fmnes, and figned her dire^ions : 
She tooke vp all her boxes of InfeHionSy 
Her CarbuncUsy her Sores^ her SpotSy her BiaineSy 
And ev'ry other thing which appertaines 
To her contagious pradlices ; and all 
Her followers flie did about her call ; 
Appoint them to their places, and their times. 
Diredl them to the Peifons, and the Crimes 
They fliould correal, and how they (hould advance 
Her maine Defigmmeni in each circumftance. 

Then, on (he marched ; not as doth a Foe 
Proclaiming Warre, before he ftrikes the blow ; 
But like an Enemy, who doth furprife 
Vpon the flrfl advantage he efpies. 
For (pafling through the llreets of many a Towne 
Difguifed like a Fever) flie, (unknowne) 

Stole 
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Stole into London ; and did lurke about 

The well fiU'd Suburbs ; fpreading there (no doubt) 

Infedlion unperceiv'd, in many a place 

Before the bleare-ey'd Searchers, knew her face \ 

And fmce they knew her, they have bribed beene 

A thoufand times, to let her paffe unfeene. 

But at the length, fhe was difcover'd at 
A Frenchmans houfe without the Bijhopfgate, 
To intimate (perhaps) that fuch as be 
Our fpirituall Watchmen, fhould the more forefee 
That they with difcipline made (Irong the IVard, 
Which Gk)d appointed hath for them to guard ; 
And chiefly, at this prefent, to have care. 
Left now, while we, and Frame united are 
In bodily commerce ; they bring unto us 
Thofe Plagues which may eternally undoe us. 
For, fuch like PeJHlences foone begin ; 
And (ere we be aware) will enter in, 
Vnleffe our Bijhops, both betimes, and late, 
Be diligent and watchfull at their Gate, 

As foone, as e*re the Women-fpyes defcry'd, 
This Foe about the City to refide ; 
There was a loud All arme. The Countrimen 
Began to wi(h themfelves at home agen. 
The Citizens were generally appaird ; 
The Senators themfelves to Counfell call'd ; 
And all (who might advife in fuch a cafe) 
Aflembled in their Common meeting place ; 
Where, what difcretion publikely was ufed ; 
What was admitted of, and what refufed ; 
What policies, and ftratagems invented j 
That mifchiefes, comming on, might be prevented, 
1 cannot fay : For I had never wit. 
Nor wealth enough, to fit in Counfell, yet. 

But 
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But if to judge of things it lawfull were 
By their events ; the propofitions there 
Were fuch as thefe. Mod thought the furefl play 
To fave their perfons, was, to runne away ; 
But left fome higher powV might then forbid it, 
They did not publifli that, before they did it 
Some urged, that the Scavenger ihould keepe 
* The llreets more cleane, and oft the channell fweep ; 
Some thought it fit, (and thefe no harme did thinke) 
That ev*ry morning we fhould eate, and drinke. 
Some (to allay the heat) did hold it meet 
To fpnnkle water often in the ftreet. 
Some did a little further nat'rallize. 
And thefe unto the Ayre would facrifize 
(In evening fires) pure Frankincenfe or Myrrhe, 
Sweet herbes, or odorifrous luniper ; 
Or (for default of thofe) Pitch, Rofm, Tarre, 
And fuch perfumings as leffe coftly are. 
For if the Heart and Liver of a Fifh 
(Burnt by young Tobii in a Chafindifli) 
A Spirit from his chamber could expell ; 
They hoped thefe might purge ill ayres, as well. 

Some others (not contented herewithall) 
Did into confultation alfo call 
The Priejls of MfculapiuSy and Apollo ; 
And held it fit their grave advice to follow : 
Nor w^ithout caufe. For, from the wife Phyfitian 
We beft (hall know this Enemies condition. 
And fome there were of thofe, who did advife 
Not onely to affume thofe remedies 
Which Art prefcrib'd ; but alfo therewithall 
Obferved what was Metaphyficall. 
Yea, fome fincerely, and religioufly 
Vpon the foules infe<5lion had an eye, 

As 
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As well as on the bodies : and thefe went 

The furefl way that fickneffe to prevent. 

But there were others, who derided thefe, 

And talked heath'nifhly of this difeafe. 

They prated much of Humours^ InclinaiicnSy 

Conjunnions^ planetary Conjkllations \ 

Of nat'rall caufes, unbeleeved fi(fl;ons ; 

ImpoJhireSy Fables^ and meere contradidlions 

In that Philofophyy which they profeffe : 

Which fiird mens mindes with much unfetlednefle. 

Yet in their difagreeings, they agree'd 
On that which might their common profit breed. 
One had a rare Perfume of fpeciall note \ 
Another had a precious Antidote^ 
Which at Conjlantinople had been tride 
When there two thoufand on a day have di'de. 
A third, preferr'd a Mixture in a bag, 
Of whofe large vertues he did largely brag, 
And faid, the fame they doe in Plague times, weare 
At Ronte^ (and fo I think when he was there.) 
A fourth, by DietSy fafety did affure. 
A fifth, by DrinkeSy the Peftilcnce would cure. 
A fixth of CordialSy and Elixars prates ; 
And fome of TreacleSy and of Mithridates. 

To offer up a portion of the blood 
(To fave the reft) for fome, it feemed good. 
For other fome to purge : for all to take 
Such meanes as might their purfes heavie make. 
They to the rich prefcrib'd Prefervatives 
On coftly termes : and, to prolong the lives 
Of poorer men, their confciences abated 
The value mucii : P'or, health, to them was rated 
At fome few handfuls of that herbe or graffe, 
Which to be gotten, for the gathering was. 

This 
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This being knowne, the Senators difmilTe 
Thofe men ; and by advice it ordered is. 
That fome Inflruiliom (hall be publilhed, 
To further what was gravely counfelled. 
Moreover, that their difcipline might cary 
Some likeneffe to proceedings military^ 
A band of Halberts^ muftred was, to guard 
The people from the Plague, in ev'ry Ward, 
And, if they found, by ferious inquifition, 
(Or, had but any probable fufpition) 
Where lodg'd it was (although but for a night) 
That Hq/l, exiled was from publike fight ; 
Clofe prisoner him they kept both night and day, 
As one that elfe their Citie might betray. 
And, to compell that his unwelcome Gue^ 
Should keepe within ; his doore was crofi, and bleji: 
And many Watchmen, (Irengthned by command. 
Did round about his dwelling, armed (land. 

I doe not thus expre(re, or mention this, 
As if I thought thofe Orders were amiflfe : 
But, that I might, hereby, the better (how 
What miferies, attended on this Foe\ 
And, that this Malady, on us did ceaze. 
With circumftances, worfe then the Difeafe, 
My Mufe infpires not me fo foolilhly, 
That I all naturall caufes doe deny. 
I doe not thinke, but to this PeJHlence, 
The Conjiellations, by their influence 
Might fomewhat adde : and that corrupted ayre, 
Might helpe our healthy being to impaire. 
I hold that Diets, Meats, Complexions, Pafsions, 
With fuch as thefe, and all their mitigations, 
May helpe or hinder much in fuch difeafes 
As we endeavor (hall ; and as God pleafes. 

Nor 
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Nor doe I flout the wifedome, or the paine 
Of thofe who fought this mifchiefe to reftraine. 
Nor blame I their much diligence, or care ; 
But praife it ; and could wifh it doubled were ; 
With fome fuch obfervations, as would make 
Their pradlices, the more fuccefle to take ;. 
And that their naturall meanes had hallowed bin, 
With fo much Faith, and penitence, for fin. 
As might have brought more workes of Piety, 
To fan6lifie their outward Policy. 

For, thofe dull Naturalijls, who think, this Foe, 
Doth by meere nat'rall caufes, come or goe, 
Are much deceived. Yea, in their hearts, they fay, 
There is no God, how over gloze they may : 
And as their cogitations are unholy, 
So is their feeming wifedome, fottifh folly. 

They are the bafe Conjun^ions, and Afpe^ 
Of Sin, that this our Climate, fo infe<5ls ; 
And neither Conjkllations, nor the Weather : 
For, then we had beene pois'ned all together, 
By this Contagion ; and had breath'd the longer 
Or fhorter while as nature had beene (Ironger, 
Or weaker in us Nothing had beene free. 
But birds and beads had dy'd as well as we ; 
And this Difeafe had feiz'd on ev*ry Creature 
Or more or leffe, as it partakes our nature. 

It was no noyibme Ayre, no Sewre, or Stinke, 
Which brought this Death, as mod among us thinke, 
For, then thofe places where ill fmells abound, 
Had more infedlions at that time beene found. 
Then we perceive they were ; yea, this Difeafe, 
On ev*ry perfon delicate, would feize, 
Without exception. And where Savours ill 
Still bide, the Plague fhould there continue dill : 

For 
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Then, if they brought the fame, they fure feed it. 
And, keepe it alwayes there, as well as breed it 
Which God forbid ; and teach us to difceme 
His providence, and what thereby to learn e. 

Vaine thoughts have alfo they, who credit can 
That, this Jnfirmity, at firft, began. 
By meanes of populoufneffe. For, were it fo ; 
Some Courts and Allies, many yeares agoe, 
Had been infedled : And, thefe places, where 
Throng'd up together, greateft numbers are ; 
From VifUation^ had not free remained, 
When open Streets, and Borroughs have complained. 

And, let them not beleeve their fallacy, 
Becaufe great Cities, have mod frequently, 
This fearfuU Sickneffe, or, afflidled be. 
When little Townes and Villages, are free. 
For, as there is in great and popular places. 
More fm, and more abundance of Gods graces : 
So, it is jufl, that thither fhould be fent 
The greater meafure of his Chaflifement, 
That fo, their eminence, might (hew abroad, 
As well the lujiice, as the Love of God ; 
Whofe Judgements being laid on Townes obfcure, 
Might fmall refpedl, and leffe effedl procure. 

As ignorant as thefe, I reckon thofe. 
Who this Difeafe, infe<flious doe fuppofe 
To ev'ry one : and, them, who credit not 
That Sickneffe, by infe6lion may be got : 
For, thefe opinions can have no defence ; 
Since both will falfe be found, in common fenfe. 

For, if we fay, this Plague infedls not any. 
How commeth it, we daily fee fo many 
Confum'd beneath one roofe in little fpace ? 
How comes it, that it creeps from place to place, 

E So 
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So orderly, as oftentimes we fee, 
In fome clofe Lane or Street ? How may it be 
That twenty Villages (far diilant from 
Infe6led places) tainted (hould become 
Within fome few dayes after their arriving 
Who in contageous places had their living ? 
None being there, before they came, infe6led, 
Nor any fuch difeafe neare-hand fufpedlcd ? 
How comes all this, unlefTe the McUadie^ 
Hath in it felfe, as had the Leprofie^ 
A fpreading Nature, and envenomed that 
Which of her poifon can participate % 

Beleeve it \ as the Viold^ or Rofe^ 
(With pure and pleafmg fweetnefTe) where it growes 
Perfumes the Aire, and fendeth Odours out, 
Which keepe a certaine diftance there-about ; 
And, more or leffe, aflfe<5l the Paffers-hyy 
As Uiey have more or leffe capacity 
In finelling them ; Or, as the calmed aire, 
Is either, more or leffe, corrupt or faire : 
Right fo, this Plague^ ev*n naturally affedls 
A fpace of Aire about it ; and infe(5l8, 
(At fuch or fuch a diflance) eVry one. 
As he hath weakneffes, to worke upon : 
Unleffe, that her malignitie be flaid 
By naturall meanes, or powre Divine alaid. 

And yet, a falfe Pofition make they (hall 
Who thence infer, the Plague infe6leth all, 
Who breathe her tainted Aire. For, how did they 
£fcape it then, who long time, night and day 
In places of infe6lion were detain*d ? 
And in the bofome of this Pejl remained, 
EVn where they often had their eares and eyes. 
Affronted, by the fad afpe^l, and cries, 

Of 
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Of Death and Dying men ? How fcaped he 
That in the Churchy obliged was to be 
Among infedlious people ; and to fpeake 
Till tired were his lungs ; and fpirits weake ? 
Ev'n when the peoples, thronging, and their heat 
Did vapour up their breathings, and their fweat 
For him to fwallow? What preferv'd the Clarkes^ 
The Sextons, Searchers, keepers, and thofe Sharks, 
The (hamelefle Bearers? (who were nigh become, 
A rout too bad, to picke out hangmen, from ? ) 

How fcap't the Surgeon, that oft puts his head 
Within the (leame of an Infedlious bed. 
And, ev'ry day doth handle, fearch, and dreffe, 
Thofe Biles, that over-flow with rottennefle ? 
Or (which is more) how fcapt thofe Bodes, the Pe/i, 
That were not only weake, but fuckt the breft 
Of Mothers deadly ficke, when they did wcare 
Thofe noifome Blaines, that mofl infectious are ? 
This often chanceth. Yea, this hath beene feene 
When on the very breft, the fore hath beene. 
Nay, I have heard (by credible relation) 
That neare to Straiford-bow, this Vifitation, 
A little infant was preferv'd alive, 
Who fucked on the dying brefts of five. 

How this may be I know not ; If I (hall 
Conclude with fome, this Plague hath powre on al : 
Nor can I finde a reafon how it ftinted. 
Or how our totall ruine was prevented. 
For, when it was at height ; and when appeared, 
Moft caufes, that Infedlion fhould be feaur'd ; 
Then, no man was confined, as before : 
No Bill, or Croffe, was fixt on any doore ; 
We vifited the Sicke\ we (hunned neither 
The place nor perfon ; but met all together. 

E 2 Yet 
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Yet, theD, and (let us marke it) not till then, 
This Plague, her fury did abate agen ; 
And conflantly abate, though mod refufed 
To keepe fuch Orders, as at firfl were ufed, 
Which manifefleth well, that (howfoe're 
Malignant in it felfe, the Pejl appeare) 
Gods hand reflraines it ; many a man prote6ting 
Immediately : fome, mediately diredling 
To fuch, or fuch a meanes of prefervation, 
That they might honour him in their falvation ; 
And, as he flriketh fome, that men might feare 
His luJHce: So, he other fome doth fpare. 
That they might love his Mercies ; and perceive 
That he can at his pleafure take, and leave. 

For, if God faved none ; fome Athijl, would not 
Make doubt, perhaps, to publifh that he could not ; 
And, fcarce one man would be fo neighbourly, 
To helpe his brother in this malady. 
^Vhich Charity to further (and to fhew 
How fafely, men their Callings may purfue 
In ev'ry danger) we have had, this yeare. 
Of Gods great Providence, faire token, here. 
For, 'tis obferv'd, that he hath few deflroy*d 
Who were in this mortality employed 
About thofe Offices, which have to us 
(In common fenfe) appear'd mod dangerous. 

Few Sextons, and few Surgeons have mifcari'd, 
Who in their callings at this want have tary'd. 
And of thofe Market-folks, who at our need 
Brought in provilions, this weake place to feed, 
I cannot heare of one, who did become 
Infedled ; or, who brought infedlion home. 
Ev'n in that Parijh where I did abide, 
(And where nigh halfe a thoufand weekly dy'd) 
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Not one of all that number periihed, 

That were the common Bearers of the Dead, 

But, though from midnight, till the break of day, 

They did infe<flious Carkaffes convay 

From fickly Dwellings, to thofe Fits of Death, 

Which breathed out a mofl contagious breath, 

With life and health, their fervice, God rewarded ; 

Ev'n though the mod of them nought elfe regarded, 

But that bafe gaine which might their want fupply. 

Or feed them in fome wicked vanity. 

How then, can we, that of this favour heare. 
From any lawful a6lion flye through feare ? 
Or doubt of Gods prote<5lion, when we make 
A dangerous attempt, for confcience fake ? 
And know, befide, that what we flrive to do, 
AVe are both called, and obliged unto ? 

Moreover, fmce the latter fort here named. 
Are (for the greater part) in life defamed ; 
Such, who their needfuU Offices abufed ; 
Such, who nor outward meanes, nor inward ufed ; 
To keep their healths (but, grew the bolder in 
The practices of ev*ry kind of fm) 
Such, whom Gods ludgements (lupified more. 
And made far harder hearted, then before. 
Since thofe (I fay) of fuch condition were. 
And yet preferved in their CcUlings^ here .• 
For what good ufe I pray can we fuppofe 
Thofe men were fo preferved ; but that thofe 
Who truly feeke Gods glory in their (lay. 
Might have the more affurance in their way? 
And know, that if to fuch God pleafe to give 
This mortall life, they (hall much rather live ; 
Or elfe (which is far better) if they dye, 
Obtaine a life, with immortality. 
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Some Wifiman-wo ud-be^ now, perhaps, will prate 
That this is Claphamnifme : And, that the State 
(In her good policies to flop the breach 
Of this great Plague) is wrong'd by what I teach ? 
But, rather they injurious are to me 
Who fo affirme ; and vaine their cavils be. 
For, though to fliew the powre Divine the more, 
Our Mufe declares, by what is gone before, 
That Gods owne hand, our Citie did preferve. 
When we fcarce Afeanes^ or Order, did obferve. 
Let no man gather thence, that we maintaine, 
All MeaneSy or Civil Orders to be vaine. 
For, of felfe-murther that man guiltie dies. 
Who, meanes of health doth wilfully defpife. 
Yea, doubtleffe, there belongs a curfe to them. 
That orderly proceedings doe contemne. 

And, whereas we our Orders did tranfgreffe. 
It was neceffitie, not wilfulneffe, 
That urged it ; becaufe, our common woe. 
Did farre beyond the powre of Order, goe. 
At rifmg of the Floud we made a Bay ; 
But, at the height, it carried all away. 
In humane Policie, we faw no hope. 
But, as the (lones and Timbers which doe (lop 
A Breach at firll ; when all is drowned o're. 
Doe nothing elfe, but make the waters rore : 
So, when our Sickneffe, and our Poverty, 
Had greater wants than we could well fupply, 
Stridl Orders did but more enrage our griefe, 
And, hinder in accomplifhing releefe. 
Had ev'ry houfe been lockt which we fuppos'd 
To (land infedled, few had beene unclos'd, 
Yea, our firft Orders had we flill obferv'd, 
The healthie Houiholds would not halfe have ferv'd 

To 
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To keepe the Sicke. And who fhould then have heeded 

Our private cares ? Or got us what we needed ? 

As long as from each other we refrained, 

We greater forrowes ev*ry day fullain'd : 

Yea, whilll for none, but for our felves we car*d, 

Our brethren perifht, and the worfe we far'd. 

This made us from our Policies appeale, 
And meete in Love, each others wounds to heale. 
This, made vs from our civill Orders flie. 
To make more pra6life of our Charitie. 
And hereunto, perhaps, compell'd were we, 
By meere neceflitie, to let us fee 
Experiments, of that unmatched good. 
Which floweth from a Chriflian Neighbourhood: 
And leame what publike, and what private eafe 
It bringeth in a generall Difeafe : 
And how it may a Common wealth fullaine 
When camall Wifdome, and Selfe-lotfe are vaine. 
Or, we perchance from vulgar helpes were driven, 
Lefl Overmuch affurance might be given 
To outward meanes / Or, left we us'd them fo, 
As if Gods powre were chained thereunto. 
Or elfe, it was permitted, to declare 
That fruitleffe all our beft endevours are 
Without his blefling : That, no creatures have 
A Vertue to preferve till he will fave : 
That, his immediate powre mud countermand. 
When any Plague hadi got an upper hand : 
And, that, fuch Mercy (howne in fuch diflreffe, 
Might binde us to the greater thankfulnefle. 

But, lefl what here precedeth hath not (howne 
My purpofe fully ; be it alfo knowne. 
That to reflraine, or fpurre the Pestilence, 
There is both fupernat*rall Providence 
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And Caufis naturalL The firll of thefe 
Can worke without the later, if it pleafe. 
The later cannot any thing effedl, 
But, as the former (hall the fame dire6l. 
And, though in ev'ry ficknefre, thus it is, 
Yet, fuch hid properties are found in this, 
Such oppofitions in the Natural! CaufeSy 
Such knots, and riddles ; that it much amazes 
The naturall man : becanfe he feldome findes 
(As he perceives in griefes of other kindes) 
The Caufes and EffeBs agree together ; 
For, there is much uncertainty in either. 

On fome, this Plague doth fleale infenfibly, 
Their muddy nature, (lirring fecretly 
To their deflrudlion. Some, it flriketh fo, 
As if a mortall hand had with a blow 
Arrefled them ; and on their flefli hath feene 
A palmes impreflion, to appearance, beene. 

One man is faint, weake, fickly, full of feare, 
And drawes his breath where (Irongfl infedlions are. 
Yet fcapes with life. Another man is young, 
Light-hearted, healthy, flout, well-temper'd flrong, 
And lives in wholefome ayre, yet gets a fit 
Of this Land-Calenture, and dies of it ; 
Some are tormented by it, till we fee 
Their veines and finewes almofl broken be. 
The very foule diflradled, fenfe bereft, 
And fcarce the fmalleft hope of fcaping left. 
Yet foone recover. Otherfome, againe 
Fall fuddenly ; or feele fo little paine 
When they are feized, that they breathleffe lye, 
E*re any dying SymptonieSy we efpy. 
On fome, an endleffe drowfmeffe doth crecpe : 
Some others, cannot get one winke of fleepe. 

This 



104 



Cant 2. Remembrancer. 52 

This, ufeth ev'ry day prefervatives, 
Yet dies : aDother taketh none, yet lives. 
Ev*n thus vncertainly this Sickneffe playes ; 
Spares, wounds, and killeth, many fev'rall wayes. 

From this experience, let us not conclude. 
As many doe among the multitude. 
Who mifconceiving (to no fmall offence) 
The dodlrine of Eternall Providence^ 
(Who from the truth of fober knowledge wandring, 
And Gods Decrees^ and JuJUce alfo flandring) 
Doe fo neceffitate the Fate of man, 
That, whatfoever he endevour can. 
His paines is lofl ; and that foredoom*d, he mufl 
At this or that fet moment tume to dufl : 
And that no induftry, no innocence, 
No wilfull carelefneffe, or foule offence. 
Nor any humane adlions helpfull be 
To life or death, but meerly Gods Decree. 

Ev'n fuch there be. And, howfoever they 
Preach Faiih^ or IVorkes, in (how, yet, they denay 
The pow'r of both ; and fecretly maintaine, 
(By confequence at lead) that meanes are vaine. 
For, they affirme that ev*ry thing men doe, 
They are by God predeftinated to 
Before all worlds ; So, that our pow'r, or will, 
Affedleth ; nor effeifleth good, or ill ; 
And that we are by doome inevitable 
In ev'ry kind of adlion made unable. 

Which Tene/j feemeth rather to arife 
From thofe, who write of heathnifh Dejhnies, 
Then from a Chnflian. For, though true it be. 
That, God Almighty, all things doth forefee. 
And order fo, and fo difpofe of things, 
That, to perfedlion his owne worke he brings, 
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Id fpight of Saiatiy and of every deed 
That may from his malignant brood proceed : 
Yet, they have Aftions naturally their owne, 
Which God permits. He likewife hath beilowne 
On us that are his children, grace, and powres, 
Good A<5lions to performe, which we call ours 
By Gods free gift Moreover, he doth pleafe 
To promife bliffe, or threaten plagues, for thefe, 
According to their natures ; that each one 
May heed the better, what is to be done : 
Be ilirred up to put good workes in ufe, 
Or elfe be left at lail without excufe. 

For, though I am affured we poffeffe. 
By Nature, no inherent RighteoufnelTe ; 
I, naithelefle beleeve that ev'iy one 
(Whofe being, firft, from Adams loines begun) 
Received fince our Univerfall fall 
One Talent^ at the lead, to worke withall, 
With fo much powre of working alfo, that 
We may and fliould with God cooperate. 
As Adam all men did of life deprive \ 
Ev'n fo by Chrijly were all men made alive : 
Yea, ev'n as Mofis did not let remaine 
One hoofe in Mgypt which did appertaine 
To Ifr^ell\ So beleeve I that not one 
Was left unranfom*d by Gods only Sonne : 
But that all through the fea of bloud did come, 
As well thofe other who doe wander from 
Truths path in this lifes wildemeffe ; as they 
Who come within the Land of Promife may. 

And, though like him, who impudently, laid 
Injuflice to his Majlers charge, and faid ; 
He reaped where he fow'd not, though, I fay ; 
There want not fome among us, at this day, 

Who 
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Who like to him, doe mod unthankfully 
This grace of God in Iesvs Christ deny; 
f^ Affirming, that he fome injoynes unto 
Much more, than he did give them power to^ 
Our Maker unto ev'ry foule that Uves, 
So much by vertue ot Chrijls PalTion gives, 
That whofoever falleth, falLs not by 
Anothers, but his owne iniquitie ; 
And, by his a<5hiall crimes, makes unforgiven 
That Debt originall which was made even 
By his Redeemer^ who, that, backe will have, 
(If we abufe it) which at firfl he gave. 

Who ev'r wants powre to doe what God doth bid, 
Lofl in himfelfe, that powre as Adam did : 
Yet, we that have it, neither had that powre, 
Nor keepe it can, by any flrength of our ; 
But by his holy Spirit, who hath taught 
That path of life wherein to walke we ought 
And, this is fuch a Myjkry, that fome 
Which thinke they fee, are blinde therein become. 

Our guiltie Soules and Bodies were bereft 
Of all good Faculties, and had not left 
So much as Will, much leife the powre to doe 
What foule or Bodies health conduced to. 
Their guilt Chrijl from them tooke ; and by his might 
Depraved Nature fo much fets to right, 
That unto ev'ry Soule, he gives the will 
Which Adam had, of chufmg good or ill. 
And then both Life and Death, he doth propofe 
Before them fo, that either may be chofe. 

To them, whom in his Church he doth afford 
To live paft Child-hood, He doth by his Ward 
(And by no other meanes) this tender make. 
With Infants, and with Heathens, he may take 

emoS 
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Some other courfe. But, furely, when, or how 
He that effedls j concemes not us to know. 

When God doth make this tender (which is then 
When he doth pleafe, and no man knoweth when) 
If any Soule by Satkans guile doth chufe, 
What Gods good Spirit moves her to refufe, 
She, then, to put in adlion doth begin 
The haynous and impardonable fm 
Againft the Holy Ghoji (which fearfull crime 
Is made apparant to the world, in time, 
Or more or leffe, by outward adHons here, 
As God (hall pleafe to let the fame appeare) 
And, after this refufall, ev'ry thing. 
Which doth encreafe of grace, to others, bring, 
Doth make her grow more fenfeleffe of her (late. 
Or elfe enrage, or make her defperate. 
And, hex freavili, in Adam lofl before. 
Is lofl againe, by her, for evermore. 

But, if fhe chufeth as the Spirit moveth. 
The Lord, this Soule, without repenting loveth ; 
In her, preferving fuch affe(5lions flill, 
And fuch a portion of her firft Freewill, 
That though the frailties of her flefh doe feeme 
To choake them often, in the worldes efleeme 3 
(And fometime in her owne) yet fhe for ever 
Doth in her motion towards God perfever, 
Till fhe arive in him. Nor doth fhe ceafe 
Of pious workes, her number to encreafe : 
But labours for affurance in ele<5lion. 
By reaching ev'ry day at more perfedlion. 

And, far is it from God to take away 
The guerdon of our Faiih ; or to denay 
What he did by his Covenant, ordaine, 
To be the wages of our Chriflian paine : 

Or 
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Or to command us what fhould profit nought ; 
Or, to negledl the workes that we have wrought 

For, fmce God heeds thofe things that are fo fmall, 
As birds alightings, and as haires that fall ; 
Makes ufe of ev*ry circumftance, and chaines 
(To further thofe maine ends which he ordaines) 
Ten thoufand little trifling things togetlier ; 
Not one omitting, none difplacing neither, 
Which may be pertinent his ends to further, 
Or to effedl them, in their timely Order. 
How could fo fond a crotchet be devifed, 
That God our ferioufl adlions hath defpifed ? 
Or, that by his Foreknoutkdge^ or Decree^ 
Our deeds fhould all annihilated be ? 
Or, that he fhould fo oft incite us to 
What he had giv*n to man, no pow*r to doe ? 

I dare not venture upon their dillradlions, 
Who fearch the order of Eternall anions ; 
Nor doe I further feeke what Godforeknowes^ 
Then he within his Word revealed fhowes ; 
Nor will I ever drive to pry into 
His hidden counfells, as too many doe : 
But their unwarrantable paths efchewing. 
And, Gods difclofed purpofes purfuing, 
Search onely for the knowledge of thofe things 
Which an eflfe<5ling of his pleafure brings. 
Since, if I follow them, it cannot be 
That he would purpofe any harme to me ; 
Or in his fecret couniell ought ordaine 
To make his publike will to be in vaine. 
For, though, when Abram^ Jfa^k thought to kill, 
God's hidden purpofe^ and revealed will 
Did fceme to crofle each other (And when he 
Did threaten Niniveh deilroy'd fhould be) 

Yet, 
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Yet, they appeare not oppofite to thofe 
Whofe faith, fuch holy fecrets can difclofe. 
Or were it fo ; from a6ls particular 
None fhould conclufions generall inferre. 

God neuer faid, as yet, that I could heare, 
Man, fuch a day (hall perifh, howfoe're 
By faithfuU workes for fafety he endeauour. 
But, all his promifes and threatnings, euer 
Were made conditionall ; and haue fore-fpoken 
Our life, or death, as they are kept, or broken. 

Nor is this any barre, or contradidlion 
To Gods free Grace ; or to his firme Ele6lion^ 
Or never-ending Loue. Nor helpes it thofe 
VIYiO, perfeverance of the Saints^ oppofe : 
But, rather, maketh all thofe Dodlrines good. 
Yea, being rightly weighed and underilood, 
Gods iuJUcey and his mercy it unites, 
Whom mens blind Cavills haue made oppofites. 
God knew the doome, and date of Adams crime, 
Yet, he did fore-expreffe no certain e time ; 
But, fpeaking of it, fpake indefinitely. 
And faid, That day thoufinnejl^ thoujhalt dye. 
And fure, of all mens deaths (who eVe gaine faies) 
It is their linne that fetteth downe the daies. 
For, till tranfgrefTion forfeited our breath, 
There was no peremptory day of death. 
And, in affirming, where Gods Word is mute, 
It is prefumption, to be abfolute. 

Doe thisy faith God, and liue\ Doe that and perijh. 
Yet fome, whofe overfights too many cherifli, 
Dare contradiA it ; and affirme that wee 
Good, bad, dead, liuing, damned, faued be 
Eu*n from eternity, without refpedls. 
To any caufes, or to their effedls. 

And 
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And thefe imply, that (whatfoe're we doe, 

Or leaue vndone) God fore-appoints us to 

A certaine doome ; which we (hall flriue in vaine, 

With all our flrength, to (hunne, or to obtaine. 

And wherefore then did God his Gofpell fend ? 
Why doth his Word exhort vs to amend ? 
Why doth he bid vs, this, or that to (hunne ? 
Why hath he charged fome things to be done ? 
If he no power hath giuen, or elfe by fate 
Difableth all men to cooperate? 
And leaues them neither good nor ill to doe 
But what he fore-decreed long agoe ? 
Why threats he flripes ? why promifeth reward ? 
If there be no compaifion, no regard. 
Nor meed for what is done. And what I pray 
Is all Religion, if thefe truth doe fay ? 
I know God reprobates, and doth forefee 
Before all worlds, who reprobates will be. 
But, none he forceth to be fo accurfl, 
Saue thofe who haue his Grace reje<Sled firfl. 
And vnto thofe, indeed, he powre denies 
To worke his will, becaufe they did defpife 
His profered Love ; And jull it is in him. 
To make them blinde, who did the light contemne. 

He doth eternally abhorre the crime ; 
But he ihtperfons reprobates in time. 
And None doth chufe, or perfonally reje<5l 
(What ever fome conceive) but with refpe<5l 
Vnto his Covenant ; which hath implide 
Something to be perform'd on either fide. 
For, were it fo, that God hath fore-decreed 
What (hould befall unto us without heed 
To any Covenant \ and bar'd Salvation, 
By an etemall doome of Reprobation, 

(In 
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(In fuch like manner as the fantafies 

Of fome (not well advifedly) devife) 

What compafTe we by driving therewithal! ? 

Why fpend we time, in rifmg up to fall ? 

Why linger we to a6l fo many crimes ? 

To fufFer over griefe fo many times ? 

And live fo many fev'rall deaths to tade, 

To be nor worfe, nor better at the lad? 

Or wherefore have we prayed, fmce we know 

What mud be, mud be, though we pray not fo ? 

I might be thought oVe bitter, if as they 
I (hould interrogate, who (harply fay ; 
Why doe not thefSy who this opinion hold, 
Goe hang themf elves before that they are old 7 
Or in their Gardens^ TIMON like, ereH 
Faire Gibbets for the Schollers of their SeH? 
What tends their life unto ? whyjhould not they 
Refufe to eate and drinke ; and, wifely, fay, 
" God, for our end, a certaine day hath fet, 
" Which we (hall reach, although we tade no meat 
Why doe theyfhun a danger in theflreet. 
Since theyfliall live their time, what ^re they meet ? 
If they to any place, defire to goe, 
Why trouble they their feet to helpe thereto ? 
Since they arefure, tliat if decreed it were 
TTiey fhould come thither, they their paines may f pare ^ 
If thus I diould have faid, fome men would deeme me 
To be more bitter then did well befeeme me : 
For, I confeffe that on the quick they grated, 
Who in this manner have expodulated. 
And I forbeare it Yet, this generation 
Hath fome who need this tart expodulation ; 
With whom loud noifes more prevaile by far. 
Then doe thofe proofes, that Faiths and Reafons are. 

I 
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I know to thefe ObjeiHons^ mofl replies ; 
I know their (Irength, and where their weaknefle lies ; 
I know what holy Scriptures, men miilake, 
Which proofes of their aflertions feeme to make : 
I know, how they their Arguments mif-lay, 
From that of Efau^ and the Potters clay : 
I know what Times and Termes they mifconceive, 
And wherewithal! themfelves they doe deceive. 
I know with what nick-names of hereiie, 
Some Readers will for this my Mufe belye ; 
And that nor they, who call'd Arminians be, 
Nor they who reprehend them, will with me 
Be friends for this ; for neither thofe nor thefe 
Am I defirous to offend or pleafe. 
But to uphold the Truth, which is bel/d 
Injuriously by mofl of either fide. 
I know their fpight, their vineger, their gall ; 
I know what fpirit mofl are led withall 
Who fpread the Doilrines which I have reproved, 
And know fuch Reafon never to be moved. 
With favour to them that I dare to fay, 
It is the neared and the flraightefl way 
To all prophaneneffe. It the bridle gives 
To camall liberties, and makes the lives 
And hearts of many men fo voyd of care : 
From hence diflradlions ; hence defpairings are. 
Hence mifchiefes ; hence felfe murthers doe arife ; 
Hence is it that fuch multitudes defpife 
Good difcipline : yea, this contemned makes 
The life of Faith^ if once it rooting takes : 
Difableth pious pra6tices outright. 
And where it roots, deflroyes Religion quite. 

Let no man then admit into his thought, 
That God Almighty hath decreed ought 

Which 
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Which on his lujitce may infringement bring, 

Or on his Mercy in the fmallell thing : 

Or that his Wifedome any thing ordaines 

Without the meanes which thereunto pertaines : 

Or thinke, becaufe our fmne he doth permit 

That therefore he neceflitateth it : 

Or that he wills thofe errours he forefees, 

As he the workes of righteoufneffe decrees ; 

Or, that our humane adlions cyphers are : 

Or, that within this world there ever were 

Or Ihall, thofe perfons be, whom God will call 

Vnto account, untill he give them (hall, 

At leafl, one 7'almt, which may feme vnto 

The working of that worke he bids them doe. 

Let no man dreame thefe dreames ; nor cenfure this, 

Till he hath well confider'd what that is 

Which I deliuer. For in this darke way 

Our leamedfl Clerkes doe fometimes runne adray. 

Nor let them thinke that I concurre with all. 

Who in appearance hold this Tenet (hall : 

Or that I differ from all men that may 

In termes diffent from what I feeme to (ay. 

For they that in exprelTion difagree 

In one well-meaning, oft united be. 

And either (if that they in loue contend) 

Shall then at length, obtaine their wi(hed end. 

Oh ! labour this, all you that would be thought 
GODS glory in your (Indies to haue fought ; 
That though offences come, they may not moue 
Difunion ; but Gods worthy ones approve. 
And let us with a true fobriety, 
So heed his Anions ofeternitie^ 
That we may fee in them a boundlefnefle, 
Beyond our humane wifdome to expreffe ; 

Leaue 
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Leave quarrelling about his waies unknowne, 

And take more heed hereafter to our owne. 

For, though God pleafeth, other while to ufe 

Our vulgar Termesj fome notions to infufe 

Of his eternal! workings, and apply 

His deeds that way, to our capacity, 

Difcloiing them unto us one by one. 

As if at feverall times they had beene done, 

(Becaufe our fhallownelTe no meanes can find 

To entertaine them in their proper kinde) 

And though (refpedting us who temp'ral be) 

Wee fay, 8iat God Almighty Ao^forefee, 

Foreknow us, 2Xi^ predeftinate\ yet fure, 

His Effence no fuch termes can well endure 

In proper fenfe ; Becaufe with him, no doomty 

Word, Thought, or Adl, is paffed, or to come. 

But all things prefent Yea, all Tinus^ and all 

Thofe things which wee by feverall names doe call, 

Our Births^ our LiveSy our Deaths^ and our Saluaiions^ 

Qui Jree-^ie^onSy zxA predejlinatiom^ 

Are all at once with God, without /Tr^^tin^ ; 

Eu'n all in one-ttemaU-prefent-being, 

"Which few obferving, many men have thought 

That Gods eiernaU a£Hons (hould be wrought 

Like ours in TinUy which is, as if they fhould 

Endeavour how the world they might enfold 

Within a Nut-(hell And while thus men ilrive 

(According to their fancies) to contrive 

An order in Gods Workings, they miflake them 

Blafphemoufly, and orderlelTe doe make thent 

Yea, to define his a£lions, they negle<5i 

That part which is their duty to eflfefl ; 

Themfelves and others lofing in a path 

Which neither profit, end, nor fafety hath ; 

And 
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And, by difputing what from us is hidden, 
Diilurb the doing that which God hath bidden. 

I have digrefl enough ; and fome there are 
Who think, perhaps, that I have gone too farre. 
Yet, let it not be judg'd impertinent, 
That I have fo purfu'd this Argument. 
For, want of minding what is here rehearfed, 
Hadi often times the PeJlUence difperfed. 
Yea, fome who fondly faid, that ev'iy man 
Shall live his time decreed, do what he can ; 
And that each one at his fixt houre Ihall dye, 
'Gainil which he feeks in vaine, a remedy : 
EVn thefe, made much good means of health negledled 
Much wife and wholfome counfell be rejedled ; 
And caufed, oft, in this our common wo, 
That Death was brought and caried, to and fro. 

But, lefl in chafmg them, I run aflray ; 
He profecute againe my purposed way. 
The PeJHlence doth (how her felfe inclined 
So variouHy, (he cannot be defined. 
She neither certaine forme, nor habit wears, 
But, partly metaphyficall appears. 
And partly naturall. She oft may cary 
Her Progreffe on, by meanes that's ordinary ; 
But, rardy doth begin, or end her Arrant^ 
Save by an extraordinary Warrant, 
It doth infe<St, and it infedteth not 
It is an arrow which is often fhot 
By Gods owne hand, from his far-flriking bow. 
Without the help of any meanes below. 
It is Gods Angd^ which to death can fmite, 
Miraculoufly, an army in a night 
It is a rationall Difcafe^ which can 
Pick, with difcretion, here and there a man ; 

And 
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And pafTe o're thofe, who either marked are 
For Mercy ; or, a greater Plague to beare. 

We fee, it futing hath to Natures laws^ 
A nat'rall motion^ and a nat'rall caufe ; 
For, as a Fire among great Buildings throwne, 
Bumes Timber, melteth Mettall, cracketh Stone, 
Defaceth Statues, makes moid places diy, 
The Vaults below to fweat, the tyles to flye 
And manifefls his force, in fev'rall kindes, 
According to the objedls which he findes : 
So, hath the PeftiUnce a nat'rall pow'r 
To harden, fright, endanger, or devoure, 
(And divers ofiier changes to procure) 
As (he doth find a fev'rall temperature 
In mind or body, fitting the reje<Slion. 
Or for the entertainment of Infe6lion, 

Thefe things confider'd. They who (hall defire 
To fcape from this Contagion^ mu(l acquire 
A double Ward, For, doubtlefle, there is none 
That can refill it with one guard alone. 
In times of Danger, vainly we prefume 
Vpon our Iv^ry boxes of Perfume. 
To little purpofe, we defend our nofes, 
With Wormwoody Ruey or with our RadeliJ^e Pofies 
Of tarred Ropes. Small warrant for our lives. 
Are all fuch bodily Prefervatives, 
As Cordiall waters, Gums, Herbes, Plants, and Rootes, 
Our fimple or compounded Antidotes, 
Our Bcszar-Jhne ; our med'cines Chymicall \ 
Or, that high prized lewell wherewithall. 
For home of Vnicorne, men cheated are : 
Or, thofe unhallowed Charmes, which many weare. 
For, thefe are far unable to withftand 
The vigour of his incorporeall hand. 

Who 
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Who flrikes for finne, unleffe to thefe wee adde 
A Plaifler which of better things is made. 
Yea Nature failes, unleffe adjoyne wee doe, 
A med'cine metaphificall thereto. 

Moreover, fruitlefly devout are they, 
And that they feeke to God ihey falfely lay, 
Who wilfully negledl, or elfe contemne, 
That outward meanes, which Nature offers them. 
And God provides, to cure, or to prevent. 
The mifchiefe of Difeafes peflilent 
For, fmce wee fram'd of foules and bodies are, 
God pleafed is, that wee fhould have a care 
To both of them ; and labour how to linde, 
What appertaines to either, in his kinde. 

He therefore, who defireth a defence 
Againfl this Arrow of the PeJHlence ; 
A compleat Armour mull from God procure. 
And Hill be arm'd, his perfon to fecure. 
He mull put on the Helmet of Salvation^ 
And Ihoe his feet with holy Preparation. 
A Belt of Truth mull for his loines be fought ; 
His Brejl-plate mull of Righteoufneffe be wrought. 
The Shield of Faith^ his Target mull become, 
The darts of Sathan to fecure him from. 
Crods Word mull be the Sword upon his thigh. 
His Praiersy like continuall Ihot mull file ; 
And he Ihould keepe for ever his abode, 
Within the Ihadow of Almighty God. 
Or elfe the Workeman loofeth all his paine ; 
And he that watcheth, waketh but in vaine. 

He alfo muH expell out of the foule. 
That filthineffe of fmne, which makes it foule. 
He mull avoid the crimes he lived in ; 
His Phyficke mull be Rue (ev*n Rue for finne) 

Of 



ii8 



Cant. 2. Remembrancer. 59 

Of Herb cf Grace^ a Cordiall he muil make ; 

The bitter Cup of true Repentance take ; 

The Diet of Sobriety affume ; 

His Houfe with workes of Charitie perfume ; 

And watch, that from his heart in fecrecie, 

Arife no favours of Hypocriiie. 

He muil beleeve, God fo doth love him, that 

His everlafling good, is aimed at 

In all he fuffers ; and, that, God doth know. 

And marke his nature, and his temper fo, 

As that he will impofe nor more, nor lelTe, 

Than (hall be needfull for his happinefTe. 

For, fuch a Faith^ will keepe him Hill content. 

Still lowly, under ev'ry challifement ; 

Still thankfuU, whatfoever doth befall ; 

And Biejffings make, of what we Plagues doe call. 

He mufl, moreover with a holy Feare^ 
In all his Chriilian duties perfevere ; 
Still watchfull, and at no time daring ought 
Which may from God divert him in a thought : 
(So neere as pollibly, the powre of man. 
So great a diligence endeavour can.^. 
For, round about him are a thoufand Feares, 
A thoufand Dangers, and ten thoufand Snares, 
And, as a Traveller^ who for his Bridges, 
To paife deepe waters, having nought but ridges 
Of narrow Timbers, dares not cafl his eye 
From off the Plancke, nor fet his foot awrie ; 
Becaufe beneath him, he beholds a Streamey 
That runnes, and roares, and gapes to fwallow him : 
So, he that mufl an hourely pafTage make. 
Through fuch like Plagues^ as this whereof I fpeake, 
(And manv dangers waiting on him hath. 
To catch him, if he flip his narrow Path) 

Had 
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Had need be careful! that he never (Iray, 
Nor fwarve in any thing befide the way. 

Let, therefore, ev*ry man defire, at lead, 
This pow*r; that his defirings may be bleft, 
With fuch performances as he (hall need. 
Or, have his Will accepted for the Deed. 
And, let him to his Celling ever ftand : 
For, whofoe're doth leave that place unmanned 
Wherein God fets him ; forfeits that reward 
(And is deprived of that Angell guard) 
Of which his Mufe doth prophefie, who fayes, 
We Jhall preferved be in all our wayes. 

Far is it from my nature, to reprove 
With proud infultings, thofe whom feare did move 
To (lep afide : For, good and pious men 
Give way to nat'rall frailties now and then ; 
And, we whom God emboldned now to (lay, 
Hereafter, from leflfe frights may run away. 
Yea, fure I am, that if it doe not flow 
From Love, and Pity, that their fcapes we (how, 
God may, and will (our folly to deride) 
Make them dare (land, where we (hall feare to bide. 
And therefore, hoping none ami(re will take 
What I have writ for truth and confcience fake ; 
f^That men in times to come might looke into 
This duty, and be heedful what they doe) 
I will affirme, that ev'iy one hath erred. 
Who in his lawfull Callings was deterred 
So much, as in this danger to forfake it : 
And, though a trifling matter many make it, 
I know, the mo(l apparant (howes of terror 
Are not excufe enough for fuch an error. 
For, that we (hould not in fuch cafes dread 
The greateft perils : God hath promifed, 

That 
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That if we keepe our wayes, and him obferve, 
He will not onely from diis Plague preferve ; 
But, caufe us without harme to walke among, 
Ev'n Adders^ Dragons^ Lyons old and yong : 
By which pernicious creatures, and untamed, 
Is eVry danger meant that can be named. 

Thefe things we mud obferve, if we will hope 
Gods extraordinary blow to (lop ; 
And other circumflances mud attend 
Thofe meanes. But, they fo nat'rally depend 
On what precedes ; that in well doing one, 
We cannot leave the other part undone. 
Such were thofe holy medicines, which prevented 
The Plague, at Ninivehy when (he repented ; 
Such Ifr^d ufed, and it faved them ; 
Such kept the Plague out of lerufakm ; 
And when the bloody Angell came, had pow*r 
To Hop him in AraunaK^ threfliing floore. 
Thus Hezekiah was preferv'd ; thus David .:- 
Was from the very fame contagion faved : 1 

And if unfainedly we pra<Slife thus. 
He doth of fafety alfo warrant us. 
Yea (through this meanes) we (hall be fortid'd 
With fuch a coat of proofe, as will abide 
That murth'ring Arrow which in darkneflfe flyes. 
From Gods owne Bow^ unfeene of mortall eyes. 

And when we thus have done, attempt we may 
To (lop the Shafts that flyes abroad by day ; 
I meane the nat^rall Sickne(re, which doth fmite 
By meanes, that is apparant to the fight 
For, as God (Iriketh, oft, immediate blowes 
By fome immediate way : right fo he (howes 
A nafrall cure to thofe, whom he doth pleafe 
To warrant from the naturall Difeafe. 

F Thus 
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Thus, he for HezekiaK^ health revealed 
That Plaifter^ wheiewithall his griefe was healed, 
Thus from this Plague have many beene fecured. 
And many faved, who the flroke endured. 

Here I could (hew, what Med'dnes may be tooke 
To cure or to prevent the outward llroke ; 
To qualifie the Aire^ what might be ufed ; 
What Did (hould be taken, what refufed ; 
What Symptomes doe attend on this difeafe ; 
What good, or ill, from Labour^ or from Eafe 
Too much, or over-httle, may be got : 
But, to proceed in this prefume I not 
For, to prefcribe extemall med'cines, here 
To ev'ry man, too hard a taske it were ; 
Since they mud often chang'd and mixed, be. 
As we the ficknefTe changeable doe fee. 
And as we finde the meafure of infeflion, 
The parties Age^ his Temper^ or Comple^iotu 
To thofe I therefore will commit this part. 
Who are allowed profeifors of that Art \ 
Ad.vifmg all, that none their aid refufe. 
Nor out of feafon, their aifillance ufe. 

For, if, before our peace with God be made, 
We (feeking outward meanes) a cure have had ; 
That meanes (hall be the meanes our death to fet : 
That cure (hall onely cure us, to beget 
Another Plague: unleffe we have repented 
Our folly, and the mifchiefe, fo, prevented 
Yea fuch, as take that courfe, doe fugar o're 
Strong poyfons, and skin up a fedring fore ; 
Becaufe thofe med'cines, and that watchfulneiTe 
(From which they did expe<5l a good fuccelTe) 
Not being with repentance fandlifi'd. 
Nor (in tilieir place) with faithfulnefTe apply'd, 

Corrup- 
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Comiptd grow ; make what was evill, worfe ; 
And (in the Head of bleifings) bring a curfe. 
This Reafon proves. For, fmce it is from Sin 
Whence all our griefes, and fickneiTes have bin : 
We (hall as vainly drive th' effedls to (lay, 
Till we the Caufes firft remove away, 
As if we went about to draine a River, 
Before to flop the Springs we did endeavor. 
And, as we neither ihould o're-much rely 
On outward helpes ; nor take diforderly 
The meanes of Health ; right fo, beware we mull 
That we doe never ufe it with diilrud. 
For as, in feeking fafety, mod men ufe 
Prepoderous courfes (whence much harme enfues) 
Or elfe (when likely med'cines they have got) 
Prefume fo farre, on what availeth not, 
Without Gods bleding; that, from him they take 
His due, and of his Creatures, Idols make .- 
So, fome there be fo fearfull, that their Feare 
Corrupts their blood, where no infedlions were ; 
Begets that Plague within them which they fhun ; 
And makes it follow, when they from it run. 
No place, or counfell can of red alTiu'e them ; 
No meanes their hope of fafety can procure them : 
But dill they are didemper'd ; ever taking 
New courfes, and new Med'cines alwayes making. 
Of all they meet (if any meet they dare) 
For fome Receipt^ their fird enquiries are. 
What e'le he be that tells them, that, or this 
Prevents the Plague ; it draightwayes pradlis'd is. 
They fwallow downe hot Waters^ Sirrups^ Drinks^ 
Choake up their Chambers with Perfumes^ & Stinks ; 
With Rue, and Wormwood cram their bowels up, 
With Phificke breake their fads, and dine, and fup : 

F2 Yet 
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Yet, flill delpaire, a» if that world of (luffe 
(Which they devoured) were not halfe enough. 
And, this their terror, doth to me appeare, 
A greater Plague^ then that which they doe feare. 

Miflake me not ; I doe not here condemne 
The chriflian, and the filial feare of them, 
That are (with holy dread) employ'd about 
Such meanes, as worketh true falvation out 
Nor blame it, when a moderate feare doth make 
Alarums in us, Reafon to awake. 
For, while our Feare preferves a moderation, 
It is a very ntctfiQxy paffian^ 
And (lands for Ceniinelly to bid us Arme, 
When any Foe doth feeme to menace harme. 
Nor doe I checke that nat'rall Feare, which from 
The knowledge of our weakneffes doth come : 
For, want of that is meere (lupidity ; 
And fuch, can neither feele a Mifery, 
Nor taile Gods Mercies, with more profit, than 
The brutifh Creatures wanting Reafon, can ; 
Who, of their paines, or pleafures, nought retaine 
Much longer, then it doth in a6t remaine. 
I count not each man valiant, who dares die, 
Or venture on a Mifchiefe defperately, 
When, either heat of Youth, or Wine, or Paifion 
Shall whet him on, before confideration : 
For, thus a Bead will doe, and hath (no doubt) 
As much forefight in what he goes about ; 
As thofe blinde Bayards^ who couragious be 
In perills, whofe events they doe not fee. 
Nor will I any man a Coward call, 
Although I fee him tremble, and looke pale 
In dangerous attempts ; unlefTe he ilacke 
His juft Refoives^ by bafcly (lepping backe. 

For, 
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For, as the greater part of men we find 

To laugh and blufh, by nature, much enclin*d : 

So many have a nat'ral inclination, 

To trembling, palenefTe, or fome other paifion, 

Which, no Philofophy can take away, 

Nor any humane wit, or flrength, allay : 

And if their AppreJienfion proveth better 

Then other Mens ; their Pafftons are the greater ; 

Becaufe their fearching wits finde perills out, 

Whereof the DuUard f^never having doubt^ 

Hath boldly ventur'd on them, and out dar*d, 

What being heeded, him to death hath fear'd. 

Give me the Man^ that with a quaking arme 
VValkes with a fledfafl mind through greateft harm ; 
And though his fleih doth tremble, makes it {land 
To execute what Reafon doth command 
Give me the Soule^ that knowingly defcries 
All dangers, and all polTibilities 
Of outward perills ; and yet doth perfever 
In ev'ry lawfull adtion howfoever. 
Give me tliat Hearty which in it felfe doth warre 
With many frailties f'who like Traytors are 
In fome befieged Fort) and hath to doe 
With outward Foes, and inward Terrors too ; 
Yet of himfelfe, and them, a conqued makes, 
And Rill proceeds in what he undertakes. 
For, this is ^oxiXA^'Valour \ and fuch men 
(Although they are mif-cenfur'd now, and then) 
Enjoy thofe mindes that befl compofed are ; 
In lawfull quarrells are without compare ; 
And f'when the Coward^ hoodwinked goes to fight) 
Dare charge their (lemeft Foes with open fight. 

Let no Man therefore glory, or make boaft 
Of Courage, when they feele their Dread is loft, 

F3 Or 
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Or thinke tbemfeles the fafer, when they finde 
Their jpeare is gone^ whilft Perill ftayes behinde ; 
Efpecially, when they befieg'd appeare, 
With fuch like Plagues^ as this, we treat of here. 
For that endangers, rather then fecureth ; 
Since Cujbme^ or elfe Ignorance procureUi 
That brutifh fearlefneffe ; And, where we fee 
Such hardinefTe, QqA& judgemetiis fruitlelTe be. 

There is required, yet, one Caveat more 
To perfe6l that, which hath beene faid before ; 
£v*n this ; that we grow watchfull, leil the while 
We trail in God, we doe our felves beguile 
With fruitlefle confidence, and on his grace 
(Beyond his warrant) our affurance place. 
For, many thoufands wondrous forward are 
In Gods laige promifes to claime a fhare ; 
Who, thofe conditions never mufed on. 
Which he doth ground his Covenant upon. 
And as the \ewes (from whom they take example) 
Bragg'd of their outward worfhip, and their 'Temple, 
As if Gods League extended unto all. 
Who could themfelves, the fonnes of lacob, call, 
Without refpedling their particular Way : 
So, we have fome among us, that will fay, 
7%ey truft in God\ and that, in this infdiion, 
I'hey full affurance have of his protedlion : 
Becaufe they formally his Truth profeffe ; 
Performe extemall workes of HoUneffe \ 
Or vifibly, with fuch, partakers are, 
With whom the Pledges of Gods love appeare. 
But, they that on thefe outward workes rely, 
Without true faith, and true fincerity \ 
Commit thofe guilded^^^^^fj, whofe gloffe will weare. 
And leave their naturall corruptions bare : 

Yea 
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Yea they, of their profeifionsi idols make ; 
And, will the Covenant of God miAake, 
Vntill in his conveyances^ they fee 
What duties, on their parts, required be. 

God promifeth (indeed) all fuch to fave, 
Who in his holy Church their dwelling have ; 
And that he will vouchfafe them his defence 
From dangers of the noyfome FrJHiencex 
But they muil love him, and inuoke him, then, 
Or elfe the Bargaine is unmade agen. 
Thus much inferres the PfcUmift^ in that Ode^ 
Which prophecies ikitfaving Grace of God, 
Thofe, therefore, too too much on ihem afTume, 
Yea, (foolilhly) of mercy they prefume, 
Who boaft of Gods protedlion and yet tread 
Thofe paths, which to a fure deilrudlion lead. 
I doe not meane, when any man mif-does 
Through frailty, or unwillingly mif-goes : 
But when, with liking, and without remorfe, 
He wilfully purfues a wicked Courfe. 
For, fuch, their confidence on God, bely, 
Depending on their ownfecurity; 
And cannot fee thofe dangers they are in, 
Becaufe their Confciences have feared bin. 

How many thoufands in the Grave are laid, 
Who, in their life-times, impudently faid 
They fhould be fafe in God ? yet never tooke 
His counfell, nor one Vanity forfooke 
For love of him ? How many have I heard 
Prefumptuouily afiirme, they never feai'd 
The danger of Gods Arrowes f though they flew 
At noone, at midnight, and fo many flew 
In ev'ry flreet ? yea, fhamelefly profefTe 
Their trufl in God, to caufe their fearlefneffe, 

F4 Yet 
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Yet, nothing for the love of him endevour? 

How boldly have I feene them to perfever 

In eViy fin, when Gods fierce Angell flood, 

Ev'n jufl before them, all embru'd in blood ; 

And flaught'ring roud about the neighbors, brothers. 

Their fiiends, their kinfme, children, fathers, mothers. 

And fome of evVy fort ? Nay, I have heard 

Of fuch, who were not any jot afear'd 

To bargaine for their Lufl, in times to come, 

Within the compafle of the felfe-fame roome, 

Where (at that inftant) they beheld their wives 

Lye newly dead ; or laboring for their lives. 

They wade Gods Creatures in luxurious diet ; 
Confume their times in wantonneffe, and riot ; 
They feafls, and merriments, in 7'avemes keepe, 
Whilfl others in the Temples^ fall, and weepe ; 
They perfecute their brethren, and the poore ; 
Performe no good ; forbeare no fin the more ; 
And live fo carelefly, as if they thought. 
That, when the greateil wickedneffe they wrought, 
It prov'd, their truil in God to be the greater ; 
And, that lewd worksy (hew'd forth their faith the bet- 
Or elfe that God the more obligement had, (ter ; 

Becaufe he was fo good, and they fo bad 
Ev'n fuch there are. And thefe make boallings Tidll, 
Of trufl in God, yet fuch continue (lilL 

Alas, it is but vaine to fay Lord^ Lord^ 
Or to profeffe a confidence in word. 
Where lively Faith appeares not : for, God granteth 
Prote<Slions unto none, but whom he planteth 
Within his Vineyard \ wherein growes no tree, 
But in fome meafure, it will fruitfuU be ; 
Or elfe, ^Jbrme fliall come, which down will (hake it, 
With whatfoever, camall props, we (lake it 

No 
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No high-prefuming Cedars^ nor fliffe Oakes^ 
Are thofe whom God exempteth from the llrokes . 
Of his tempeiluous wrath : but, that which bendeth 
To ev'ry blall, which he in Iu4gemeni fendeth, 
As doth a bruifed, or low-flooping Reedy 
Which, by the bowing, is from breaking free'd. 
Yea thofe, who really within the fhade 
Of his defence, have their abidings made ; 
Thofe onely, may depend on his protedlion, 
Amid the ragings of this hot Infehion. 

And who are thefe, but fuch, as (when they fee 
The threatned Plague) afraid, and humbled be ? 
Such, as through hearty love, afhamed grow, 
That they fo good a God difpleafed fo : 
Such, as are fory for their pafled crimes. 
And truly purpofe, in all future times 
A better life : Such, who, for confcience fake 
(And not through fertile feare) themfelves betake 
To pious exercifes : fuch, who ftrive 
To mortifie their lufls, and how to live 
As worthy their free-calling : fuch, as they. 
Who ev'ry houre, doe labour, watch, and pray, 
Their duties to performe ; and dare not peepe 
Abroad at morning, or at ev'ning ileepe. 
Till they the facrifice of thankes have paid. 
For favours pad ; and begged for future aid. 
Such, as on Gods owne pleafure can rely, 
And, in his Faith refolved are to dye. 
Such, as have Charity ; and working are 
Their fafeties with continuallyiy', zxA feare, 
Ev*n fuch as thefe, fecurely may repofe 
When twenty thoufand dangers them enclofe. 
On thefe, Gods Angells wait ; and thefe they (hall 
From (tumbling keepe, when many Millions fall 

F 5 From 
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From ev'ry kinde of harme they (hall be free, 

And fleepe, where feares, and mifchiefes thickeft be : 

Yea, though that feize them, which the Plague we cal, 

It (hall to them become no Plague at all ; 

But rather be their furtherance, to acquire 

That perfect happineffe^ which they de(ire. 

Let no man, therefore, in this VifUation 
Tye God unto the temp'rall prefervation ; 
Or be difcouraged, if he (hall pleafe 
To exercife him under this Difeafey 
Suppofmg, he inflidleth it on none 
(As fome fooles thinke) but Reprobates alone. 
For he did Hezekiah thereby (Irike ; 
He, by this Malady^ or fome fuch Uke, 
Afflided holy Davidy his Eleded ; 
Whofe Reprobation is of none fufpedled. 
And though juft men from temporall infedlion 
Shall finde more certainty of Gods prote(5lion, 
Then others doe : yet fure, that PeJHlence 
(From which God promised abfolute defence) 
Is not that ficknefTe which the body flayes ; 
But that, which death unto the foule conveyes. 

Our earthly griefes, to heav'nly joyes doe reare, 
And why (hould any Man or grudge or feaie 
A mortall wound, fo he might gaine thereby 
A body cloth'd with immortalitie ? 
Or why (hould we repine, in mi(rmg that. 
Which (to our dammage) we had aymed at ; 
When God doth give us more then we delired ; 
And lifts us higher, then our hopes afpired ? 
To him due praifes, rather, let us give, 
Whofe love to us, is better, then to live. 

But, I have £Eiid enough to this effe<5l. 
And, if, what I have fpoken, have refpecl, 
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We fliall (I hope) hereafter well difcerae, 
What, by this Judgement^ we are bound to leame ; 
How much to trufl ; how much to hope, or feare ; 
What outward meanes, or inward helpes there are, 
Whereby, this heavy Plague may be prevented, 
Or entertained, with a breft contented 

So few (as yet) have thus prepared bin. 
That now of late it quickly ruflied in 
In fpite of all our Hulberds^ and our Watches, 
And as a Flame (which in a Temped, catches 
On fome full Bame) is blown e about the Village^ 
And fireth, here, the hopefuU fruits of Tillage 3 
A Cottage there ; on th'other fide the way 
A well fill*d StabUy or a Ricke of Hay ; 
Another yon ; clofe by, doth menace harme 
Ev'n to the Church ; forthwith confume a Forme ; 
Some dwellings (now, and then) doth overgoe ; 
Anon laves wafle a dozen in a row ; 
And Hill increafe, goe forward, and retiume, 
Vntill the Towne in ev'ry quarter bume : 
So rag'd the PeJHlence, And, as we fee 
Thofe workmen, who, repairing breaches be 
In Thamey or Treni^ at firfl the Banks doe raife ; 
Shut clofe the Sltues^ flrengthen up the Bafs^ 
And labour ferioufly with much good hope. 
While they perceive but fome few gaps to ftop : 
But, when they fee the flood prevailing more, 
(Ten breaches made, for ev'ry one before) 
And all endeavors faile ; they worke forfaJce, 
Leaving the waters their owne courfe to take : 
So, when this Flaud began : we had a thought 
To keepe it backe ; and to that purpofe wrought : 
But, when we faw it rife beyond our pow'r, 
We gave it way at pleafure to devoure. 

At 
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At firft, the publique Officers did (how 

Their skill in curbing this encroaching Foe^ 

Not fparing to be prodigall of paine, 

The fpreadings of Infe^ion to reilraine ; 

And ev'ry private family befide, 

Againil this danger did for armes provide. 

Their YardSy and jfife/Zr, were fmoked with perfume, 

To flop the flinkes, which thither might prefume. 

Their Chambers fumiiht were with Antidotes^ 

With Viols, Boxes, Glaffes, Gallipots, 

All filled with munition of defence 

(As they fuppos'd) againil the PeJHlence, 

Some did in Meats their meanes of fafety thinke ; 

Some Epicures did arme themfelves with Drinke-j 

Some, foolifhly did build up mondrous hopes 

Vpon the fmoking of Tobacco Jhops ; 

(But this difeafe, without a Confcience making 

Of their prefuming on Tobacco taking, 

Came thither too, and frequently did cary 

Good-feUowes from their fmoaking San^ary.) 

Some, one, and fome another courfe devifed ; 
Yet, ev'ry day more places were furprifed. 
Which, when we faw, and how it overcaft 
All temp'rall force ; we thought upon (at lafl) 
The helpe of God : and then we did repaire 
To crave his ayd in FaJHng, and in Prayer, 
Then fome, through fervile terror; fome, for falhion. 
And fome, out of a true humiliation, 
Emplored ayd from heaVn ; and fhow'd in teares 
Their Hope, their true Repentance, and their Feares : 

But, whether God did for a while contemne 
Our fuit, becaufe we gave not eare to him, 
When firfl he calPd : or, whether he thought fit, 
(That we the longer might remember it) 

To 
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To fright us fomewhat more : or whether we 
Brought not fuch hearty penitence, as he 
Expelled from us : or appointed were 
Some further tryalls of our Faith to beare : 
Sure, fome fuch caufe there was ; and for that caufe, 
God did not onely feeme to make a paufe 
In anfw*ring our Petition ; but, to chide 
More (harply, and to throw it quite afide. 

For with a doubled, and redoubled ftroke 
The Plague went on ; and, in (among us) broke 
With fuch unequaird fury, and fuch rage ; 
As Brittan never felt in any age. 
With fome at ev'ry turning flie did meet. 
Of ev'ry Alley ^ eVry Lane and Street 
She got poffeflion : and we had no way. 
Or paflage, but (he there, in Ambufh^ lay. 
Through Nookes, & Comers, (he purfu'd the Chafe, 
There was no barring her from any place : 
JFor in the publique Fields in wait (he laid \ 
And into private Gardens was convaid. 
Sometime, (he did among our Garments hide ; 
And, fo, difperfe among us (unefpy'd) 
Her (Irong InfeHions. Otherwhile (unfeene) 
A Servant, Friend, or Child betraid hath beene. 
To bring it home ; and men were fearful! growne 
To tarie, or converfe, among their owne. 
Friends fled each other ; Kinfmen (lood aloofe ; 
The Sanne^ to come within his Fathers roofe 
Prefumed not ; the Mother was conftrain'd 
To let her child depart unentertain'd. 
The love, betwixt the husband, and the wife. 
Was, oft neglefled, for the love of life ; 
And many a one their promife falfi(i'd. 
Who vow*d, that nought but death (hould the divide. 

Some, 
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Some, to frequent the Markets were afraid ; 

And fome to feed on what was thence purvay'd. 

For on young pigs fuch purple fpots were feene, 

As markes of Death on Plague-^^t, men have been ; 

And it appeared that our fuburbe-Hogs 

Were Httle better, then our Cats, and Dogs 

Men knew not, whither they might fafely come. 
Nor where to make appointments, nor with whom. 
Nay, many (hunn'd Gods-hcufe^ and much did feare 
So farre to trufl him, as to meet him there. 
In briefc, the Plc^ue did fuch di(lni<5lion threat, 
And Feares, and Perils were become fo great, 
That moll mens hearts did faile ; and they to flight 
Betooke themfelves, with all the fpeed they might : 
Not onely they, who private perfons were, 
But, fuch as did the publique Titles beare. 

The Maior (lartled, and fome fay was gone : 
But, when his Charge he truly thought upon. 
It fettled him ; and he at Helme did 'bide 
Vntill his roome was orderly fupply*d. 
And (let me doe him right) it fince appeared, 
That, with good Diligence his Courfe he fleered. 
For, on his back were many burthens laid ; 
The Country of provifions us denay'd ; 
The greater part with ficknefle waxed froward ; 
Much want did make the poorer fort untoward ; 
That when I call to minde liis heavy taske, 
And little helpe ; me thinkes it praife doth aske. 
Moil of his gownQA-Brethren him forfooke. 
And to their Country Bow'rs themfelves betooke ; 
Where, how they pray'd, or what they fent by gift, 
To feed the Poore ; I leave it to the (hrift 
Of their owne confcienccs ; which bell can tell. 
What things they have performed ill, or well. 

Phyjitians 
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PhyfUians were afraid, as well as thefe, 
And neither Galen, nor Hippocrates 
Could yeeld them any warrant for delay ; 
And therefore (with the firfl) they went away. 
Some Leaches of the Soule, (who (hould have (laid) 
Were much (nay fomewhat over-much) afraid^ 
And had forgotten fo, how to apply 
Their heav'nly Cordials of Divinty, 
Againfl the feare of Death ; that when mod dangers 
Befet their Flocks ; they left them unto ftrangers. 
Nay, fome there were, who did among us teach, 
That Men (hould flie ; & that, which they did preach. 
They taught the people by example too. 
Pray God, in other things they may do fo. 

Few ftaid, of any calling or degree. 
Who to their Country-friends might welcome be ; 
Or, of themfelves, were able to provide 
A place of Harbour, where they might abide. 
Yea fome, (to fcape uncertaine Death) did flie 
Into the lawes of certaine Beggory, 
By leaving of their Callings ; and are flowne 
So far, and high a flight out of this Towne^ 
On borrow'd-feathers ; that their Neighbours feare, 
They never more will in their (hops appeare. 

Thofe of our wanton Gentry, that could brooke 
No Ayre, but Londons ; London quite forfooke ; 
And all that Crew of Spend-thrifts, whom (untill 
This Plague did fright them) nor Star-Chamber Billy 
Nor ftridteft Proclamation, could compell 
Vpon their owne Inheritance to dwell ; 
Were now, among their racked Tenants faine 
To feeke for (helter ; and to ayre againe 
Thofe mufty Roomes, which their more thirfty Sires 
Kept warme and fweet with hofpitable Fires. 

God 
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God grant, that where they come, they may do good, 

Among their Tenants, by their neighbourhood. 

Of fome we hopeful! are, they will be fuch : 

And of fome others we doe feare as much. 

That by their prefence they will plague them more. 

Then by their willing abfence heretofore. 

In many a mile you fcarce could find a Shed^ 
Or Havell^ but it was inhabited, 
(Sometime with double Families) and Stalls 
And Barnes were trimmed up in flead of Halls, 
Thofe Burgeffes^ that walked in Gownes, and Furs, 
Had got them coats, and fwords, and boots, & fpurs ; 
And, till you law them ride, you would have fwome, 
That, they, for horfemen, might have ferv'd the turn. 
Thofe Dames^ who (out of daintineffe, and Pride) 
The ruilicke plainnefle did (erewhile) dende, 
(And, at a better lodging, Foh^ would cry) 
JBeneath a homely roofe were glad to lye ; 
And fawne on ev'ry Child, and ev'ry Groome, 
That, fo they might the welcomer become. 

Thofe, who in all their life-time never went 
So far, as is the neareft part of Kent : 
Thofe, who did never travell, till of late, 
Halfe way to Pancridge from the City gate : 
Thofe, who might thinke, the Sun did rife at BoWy 
And fet at Acton^ for ought they did know : 
And dreame, young Partridge fucke not, but are fed 
As LambeSy and Rabbets^ which of eggs are bred : 
Ev'n fome of thefe have joumeyes ventured on 
Five miles by Land (as farre as Edmuntan,) 
Some hazarded themfelves from LyonrKey 
Almofl as far as Erith downe by Sea : 
Some row'd againfl the (Ireame, and ilraggled out 
As far as Hounjlaw heathy or thereabout : 

Some 
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Some climbed Higk-gaie-hill^ and there they fee 
The world fo large that they amazed be ; 
Yea, fome are gone fo farre that they doe know 
Ere this, how Wheat is made, and Mali doth grow. 
Oh, how they trudg'd, and buflled up and downe, 
To get themfelves a ftirlong out of towne. 
And how they were becumbred, to provide, 
That had about a mile or two to ride. 
But when whole houfliolds further off were fent, 
You would have thought the Mafter di it, meant 
To furnilh forth fome Navy^ and that he 
Had got his neighbours venturers to be. 
For all the neare acquaintance thereabout. 
By lending fomewhat holpe to fet them out. 
What hiring was there of our hackney Jades ? 
What fcouring up of old, and nifty blades f 
What running to and fro was there to borrow 
A Safeguard^ or a Cioake^ untill the morrow ? 
What fhiit made lack for girths ? what fliift made Gil- 
To get her neighbors footftoole, & her pillian, {lian 
Which are not yet retum'd ? How great a pother 
To fumifh, and unfumifh one another 
In this great voyage did there then appeare ? 
And what a time was that for Bankrupts here ? 
Thofe who had thought (by night) to fteale away, 
Did unfufpe<5led ihut up (hop by day ; 
And (if good lucke it in conclufion prove) 
Two Dangers were efcap'd at one Remove, 
Some hired Palfreyes for a day, or twain, 
But rode fo far, they came not backe again e. 
Some dealed by their neighbours, as the Jewes 
At their departure did itiJSgyptians ufe : 
And fome, (with what was of their owne, content) 
Tooke up their luggage, and away they went. 

And 
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And had you heard how loud the Coaches rubied \ 
Beheld how Carres, and Carts, together jumbled ; 
Seene how the wayes with people thronged were ; 
The Bands of Foot, the Troupes of Horiemen there ; 
What multitudes away by Land were fent ; 
How many thoufands forth by Water went ; 
And how the wealth of London thence was borne ; 
You would have wondred ; and (almoil) have fwome 
The Citie had beene leaving her foundation, 
And feeking out another fituation ; 
Or, that fome Enemy with dreadful! pow*r, 
Was comming to befiege, and to devoure. 

Oh ', foolilh people tfiough I julUy might 
Authorize thus my Mufe to mock your flight, 
And dill to flout your follies : yet, compaflion 
Shall end it in a kinde expoilulation. 

Why with fuch childifli terror did you try 
To run from him, from whom you cannot flye ? 
Why left you fo the place of your abode, 
Not hailing rather to goe meet your God 
With true repentance, who for ever hath 
A mercy for us in his greatefl wrath ? 
Why did you not your lawfuU callings keepe ? 
But flraggle from your folds like wandring Sheepe, 
That had no Shepheard? And, oh, why, I pray, 
You Shepheards^ have you caufed them to llray? 
Your Neighbours why forfooke you in diftreffe ? 
Why did you leave your brethren comfortlefle ? 
When God did call for Mournings why fo fall 
Did you to feeke for mirth, and pleafures, hail ? 
And take away from other, when you fled, 
What in their need, fliould them have comforted ? 

If Death be dreadful!, (lay, and leame, to die ; 
For Death afle<5ls to follow thofe that flie. 

Had 
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Had you not gone, you might for ever after 
Have faid, That Sorrow profits more then Laughter, 
You (hould have known that Death hath limits here, 
And loofed was, where he did bound appeare : 
That many were preferved in the flame, 
And many burnt, that came not nigh the fame. 
Yea, fome of you, before from hence you went. 
Had, of thefe Truths, got fome experiment 
What Folly then, or Frenzy you bewitches. 
To leave your houfes, and goe dye in ditches ? 
Forgoe the comfort, which your Citie yeelds, 
To venture for a lodging in ih^ fields ? 
Or (which is worfe) to travell farre, and finde 
Thofe prove ungentle, whom you hoped, kinde ? 
A Plague fo bitter. That might Plagues be chufed 
I would be Plague-ficke, rather then fo ufed. 

Did you fuppofe the Peftilence would fpare 
None here, nor come to feaze on any there ? 
All perilh'd not, that did behinde you (lay ; 
Nor did you all efcape, who fled away. 
For, God your passages had fo befet. 
That Hee with many thoufands of you met 

In Kenty and (all along) on Essex fide 
A Troupe of cruell Fevers did refide : 
And round about, on ev'ry other Coaft, 
Of f everall QoyxoXx^-Agues lay an hoaft. 
And, moil of them, who had this place forfooke, 
Were either flaine by them, or Pris'ners tooke. 
Sometime the PeJHlence her felfe had bin 
Before them in their Lodging, at their Inne ; 
And hath arrefled them upon the Bed, 
Brought many ficke away, and meny dead. 
Sometime (againe) (he after them hath gone, ^ 
And when (perchance) (he was not thought upon : 

Among 
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Among their friends, and in their merriment, 
Hath feiz'd them, to their greater difcontent, 
She divers apprehended on the way^ 
Who to fo many mifchiefes were a prey ; 
That poorefl beggers found more pitty here, 
And lefTer griefe, then richer men had there. 

I doe not meane concerning that negle<5l. 
That barbarous, unmanly diirefpedl 
Their bodies had among the clownifh crew, 
When from the tainted flefh the fpirits flew. 
For, if their carcafTes they did contemne. 
What harme, or what difeafe was that to them ? 
What paine, or torment was it, if that they 
(Like carrion) in the fields, unburied lay i 
What felt they, being dragged like a Log, 
Or hurl'd into a Saw-pit like a Dog ? 
What diladvantage could that Doilar have. 
Who (learnedly) was drawne into his grave 
By naked men 1 fince thofe things doe difgrace 
The living rather, and doe wrong the place 
That fuffers, or allowes that barb'roufnelTe 
To fhame the Chriflian Faith, which they profeffe. 

Alas ; my heart as little can bemone 
A mangled carcaife, as a broken Hone. 
It is a living body, and the paines. 
Which I conceive a broken heart fuHaines, 
That moveth me : their griefe, in life-time was, 
And, whilfl they liv'd, their forrowes did furpaffe 
Thefe fained ones, as Deaths and loathed Care^ 
By IJfe^ and true Content^ excelled are 

Some, who forfooke faire houfes, large, and high ; 
Could fcarcely get a Shed to keepe them dry ; 
And fuch, who many beds, and lodgings had, 
To lye on flraw without the doores were glad. 

Some 
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Some over tyr'd with wearineffe, and heat, 

Could not, for money, purchafe drink, or meat j 

But cruelly of fuccour were deny'd. 

Till, through their faintneffe, they grew fick and dy'd. 

Some, who in London had beene waited on 

With many fervants, were enclosed alone 

In folitary places ; where they might 

Find leafure, to repent them of their flight. 

And, when they had fupplyes at any need, 

The bringers did (like thofe that Lyons feed) 

Ev'n throw it at them ; or elfe, fome where let it. 

Where (after their departures) they might fet it. 

And many a one (no helper to attend him) 

Was left to live or dye, as God fhould friend him. 

Some, who unwifely did their homes forfake, 
That triall of the Country they might make ; 
Have brought their lives to niiferable ends 
Before they could arrive among their friends. 
Some, having reached the places they defir'd, 
(With no meane difficulty, weake, and tyr*d) 
Have miffed welcome, where they fought reliefe ; 
And, ftxucken by unkindneffe, d/d with Griefe. 
The fickly Wifsy could no affiftance have 
To bring her Husbands body to the grave. 
But was compelled, with a grieved heart. 
To adl the FarfonSj and the Sextons part 
And he, that wanted ftrength to beare away 
His mate, who dead within his prefence lay ; 
Was faine to let the ftinking body lye. 
Till he in death fhould beare him company. 

Ah me; what tongue can tell the many woeSy 
The faffionSy and t/ie many grief es of thofe ? J 

IV/uzt mortallpen is able to expreffe i 

Their great temptations in tliat lonelineffe ? 

W/iat 
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What heart can thinke, how many a gricuous fearc 
To thofe diflreJIjed people may appeare^ 
Who are withfuch afflUtions over-taken ? 
Ofeifry Creature in the world forfaken f 
Without a Comforter left all alone^ 
Where to themf elves they muft them/elves bemone, 
Without a remedy i And where none may 
Or knowy orpittyy what theyfeele^ or fay. 

Me thinkes to mufe on thofe who fuffer'd thus, 
Should bring to minde the mercy (hewed us, 
And make our pennes and voyces to exprefle 
The love of God, with hearty Thankfulneffe. 
For when no forrowes of mine owne I had, 
The very thought of thofe hath made me fad. 
And were it not that God hath given me 
Some tryalls of thofe Comfortings, which Hee 
For men in their extremities provides, 
And from the knowledges of others hides : 
Or felt I not, how prevalent God*s pow'r 
Appeares in us, when there is none of our : 
What liberty hee giue*s when wee doe fall 
Within the compaffe of an outward thrall : 
And what contentments He beflowes on them, 
Whom others doe negledl, or elfe contemne : 
Yea, had I not beleeued him who fayes, 
That God doth knowledge take of all our wayes ; 
That He obferves each rubb within our path, 
With eVry fecret forrow, which it hath ; 
That he is nearefl then, when we bemone 
His abfence, and fuppofe him furtheft gone ; 
And often in us dwels, when Thofe abroad 
(With mod infulting) fay ; Where is their God? 
Had this beene hidden from me : I had here 
For ev'ry line I writ, dropt downe a teare ; 

And 
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And in a floud oiforrowes drench'd mine eyes, 
When firft I mufed on thefc miferies. 

But I have knowne them, to my great content ; 
And felt fo oft, what comforts God hath lent, 
When of all outward helpes we are deprived ; 
That (could the fame of all men be bdeeved) 
It would be thought, true Pleafures were pofTeifed 
Of none, but men forfaken, and didreffed. 

How ever ; though fuch mercy Gk)d beflowes, 
And brings men comfort in their greatell woes ; 
Let none of us prefume, (as fome have done) 
Without our Circle^ foolifhly to runne ; 
Nor leave our ^xoi^tT flatian^ that we may 
Go feeke our fortunes in an uncouth way. 

Conceive me right ; I doe not here deny, 
Or call in doubt the lawfulneffe, to flye : 
Nor am I of their counfell, who defpife 
All fuch as fled : nor, judge I too precife 
Thofe, who the Perfon^ or the Place avoid, 
Which is with any noyfomnefle annoy*d. 
For, when the caufes of remove, are jull, 
We then may flye the Plague ; nay, then we mull ; 
Since thofe who will not, (in fuch cafes) goe. 
Tempt God, and faile in what they ought to doe. 
If that a Kingy or Prince^ (hould live within 
A City much infedled, it were fm. 
For he (no doubt) hath fome Vice-gerent there 
Who, in his abfence, may fupply his care : 
Or, if that Place were certaine of decay 
By his departure ; yet he might not (lay. 
The Reafon is ; there many thoufands are 
Of Townes, and Cities, that in him have (hare. 
Who, would conceive, it were unjuflly done, 
That he (hould venter all their wealth in One. 

And 
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And make great Kingdomes hazards to endure, 

The welfare of one City to procure. 

So, Caunfdkrs of State^ and he, whofe charge, 

Extends throughout the Common wealth at laige, 

With ev*ry other Magijlraie beHde, 

(Except his pow'r to fome one place be tr/d) 

Mufl fliun the Plague ; becaufe that fuch, as he, 

Swome fervants to the whole Weale-publique be. 

And fmce the fafell Phyficke and defence 

For Children, in the times of PeJUUnce^ 

Is to remove them : they unwifely do, 

Who, having wealth, and friends to fend them to, 

Negledl the meanes, by being over nice ; 

Or grudging at the charge, through avarice. 

Moreover they, whofe calling feemes to lye 

Within two fev'rall places, equally, 

(Till fome plaine caufes hinder) may be free 

To live where fafety bed appeares to be : 

Vnleffe their fecret confcience doe gaine-fay ; 

And who can judge of that, but God^ and They f 

Yea, Men, on divers good occafions mo. 
May from the places of Infedlion goe. 
For there be times ofyiay, and times oi going, 
Which, ev*ry one (that is difcreet) well knowing. 
Doth cenfure no particular Man, at all : 
But calling unto mind, that bleiled Paul 
Was once ev*n in a basket forth convay'd 
From his Purfuers ; yet no lOt afraid 
(At other feafons) to continue there. 
Where bloody perfecutions hotted were. 
And if my words have done my meaning right, 
My Mufe denyes not, but allowethy//^^/; 
Provided alwayes, that Men doe not flie 
From Cafuall Plagues, to Plagues with Certainty : 

From 
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From thofe with whom the bands of Charity , 

Of Duty, Friendjhip, or Affinity y 

Or of their Callings doth require a (lay. 

Provided alfo, when they part away, 

That as God blell them hath, they fomewhat finde, 

To comfort thofe, who mud abide behinde ; 

And, that they truft not to their Flight, as tho, 

That, of it felfe could fave : but, rather know. 

And ufe it as the gracious meanes of him. 

Who faves ; and, not as that which faved them. 

Let them confider likewife, that the Sin 
Was partly theirs, which did the Plague begin ; 
And, in their abfence (with a Chriflian feare) 
Make fure for thofe, who mud the burthen beare. 
From which they fcape : yea, let them all confeffe 
Their fmnes with penitence and humbleneffe ; 
Avoiding ev*ry pleafure, where they live. 
Which out of minde, their Brethrens cares may drive ; 
Let Cjod purfue them whither they are fled ; 
There feize upon them to their greater dreaxi ; 
Or from them take away all due corredlion, 
Which Plague were greater then this great Infeilion, 
For, when his Judgements, God, in wrath, removes, 
His Mercy, then, the greater Judgement proves. 

There be, I know, fome people gone away, 
\Vho minding our afflidtions, night and day, 
Have much bewayled our diftrefled cafe. 
And fent up earned prayers for this Place : 
For, of their Piety good fruits are feene. 
And, by their hands, the poore refreflit have beene. 
Thefe, from this Den of Slaughter, were (no doubt) 
By Gods efpeciall favour called out. 
Who, for their fakes, I hope, thofe townes will fpare, 
To which, for flielter, they efcaped are, 

G As 
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As he did Zoar. And I wifli they may 
Obtaine their lives, and fafeties for a prey. 

But, there be feme ; (and would to God, thatfome 
Were but a little one) who parted from 
Our City walls, as if they had not gone 
With Vengeance at their heeles ; or waited on 
By feares and dangers ; but, fo finifi'd. 
As if their meaning was, to (hew their pride 
In Country Churches^ for a weeke or twaine, 
Ride out like CockneieSj and come home againe : 

The forrowes of their brethren they forgot ; 
In holy duties they delighted not : 
In drunken meetings they their leafure fpent ; 
In idle vifits ; fooliSi merriment : 
And, to their Country-friends they caried downe 
Thofe fmnes that are too common in this Towne. 
VYhich (if they pradlife there, as here we doe) 
Will bring their wages, alfo, thither too. 

Thefe giddy Runnawayes^ are they that were 
Beginners of that great unmanly feare, 
VVhich did firil author of diforder prove. 
Thefe, caufed that improvident Remove, 
VVhich did both wrong the welfare of the Citie^ 
Diflradl the Country, make it voyd of pitie ; 
And, give occafion of thofe Tales which Fame 
Hath now difperfed, to our common fhame. 
For, if their flight had timely beene provided, 
(yVith Confcience and Difcretion truly guided) 
Their profit here at home had beene the greater. 
And, friends abroad, had entertained them better. 

And, yet I take fmall pleafure to excufe 
Thofe Pefants, who fo grofly did abufe 
Their Manhood and Religion, in denying 
The dues of Charity, to people dying. 

For 
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For, though their folly might their fall deferve, 

Yet we our Chriflian pitie fhould prcferve, 

Our brother in extremities releeving ; 

Not adding forrowes to encreafe his grieving, 

Nor taking notice of his evill deeds, 

So much, as of that comfort which he needs : 

Till, he refre(hed by a friendly hand, 

His errors, by our love, may underfland. 

And, fure, there was a meanes to fuccour ftrangers 
In their diflrelTe, and to efcape the dangers 
Of that InfeiHony (which fo much was feared) 
Had Vnderilandings eye beene better cleared ; 
And, that Selfe lave, and Avarice y removed, 
Which kept good paths unfeene, and unapproved 
But, fmce that eafie knowledge hath beene hid, 
By wilfull bhndneiTe, well enough I did, 
If, here, I (Satyrizing) (hould expreffe 
The Countries folly, and forgetfulnelfe. 

And yet, I will not write, to their difgraces, 
What of fome Perfons^ and particular Places 
Hath rumour'd beene : led I (hould fpirt a blot 
So blacke, as that it would not be forgot 
In future Ages ; but, make Times-to-come, 
Sufpe6t, they had deny*d their Chrijkndonu, 
For, fhould our Mufe (who, if fhe hfl thereto. 
Cares not who frownes, or frets, at what we doe) 
Should fhe put on that flraine of Bittemeffe, 
With which their cruelty we could expreffe .• 
Should we in our defcription of their Feare^ 
Caufe all theu: Indifcretion to appeare : 
Should we illuflrate here, the true Relations, 
Of what hath pafl in many Corporations ; 
What uproares in fome Townes have raifed beene^ 
When Londoners, approaching them, were feene : 

G 2 How 
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How mailer Maior was ilraightway flockt about ; 
How they to Counfell went to keepe them out ; 
How they their watches doubled, as if fome 
Had brought them newes that Spinola would come : 
And what ridiculous adlions pad among them ; 
Some few, perhaps, wold think that we did wrdg the ; 
And, they would fubjedls be of fcome, and laughter, 
For all their evill willers, ever after. 

Or, (hould we tell what probable fufpition 
Appeared, fometime, of wifedome and difcredon. 
In goodman Conftable ; when, in a (landing, 
To wind-ward from the Rode (& there commanding 
Browne bills, and Halberts) he examined 
Such Travellers as from the City fled : 
And (at the very lookes of them affrighted) 
Sent feeble women, weary and benighted, 
(Without or meat or drink) to try the fields 
What Charity, their better nature yeelds. 
If this we told, it might goe hard, when we 
Should apprehended in their Watches^ be. 

Or (hould we (hew, what policies did pleafe 
The wifdome of fome ruftick luJHces ; 
Defcribe that wondrous witty flratagem 
Which for a while was pradUfed by them 
To (larve the Plague ; how Chriftianly they fought 
That no provifions hither might be brought ; 
Should we produce their Orders^ which of late 
Were put in ure, and wife men laughed at : 
Or, publi(h to the world what we have heard 
Of their demeanors, when they were afeard ; 
How they were fool'd by fome of them that fled : 
What courfe was taken to interre their dead : 
How, he who for that worke could hired be, 
Was for his labour, chained to a tree 

A 
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A full month after : how, they forced fome 
From their fweet wholfome houfes forth to come ; 
And (being lick and weake) to make their bed 



B R I T T A N'S Ca?lL 3. 

What Reafon argued far his flight : 
What Faith alkaged^ to reprove 
The Motives urging his remove : 
What Anaes/or him,Jhe did prepare^ 
To bide thejhock of Death, afid Feare : 
WJiat proof e fhe to his Confcience made^ 
Thaty he a lawfuU Calling hady 
In midft of this great Plague to tary^ 
By Warrant-extraordinary : 
Whaty thereupon he did conclude : 
What loy, and Confidence enftid: 
How much this Favour he dothprife, 
Above Earths gloriouft Vanities : 
How he his Time deftres tofpend: 
AndfOy this CA NTO hath an end, 

HOw childifli is the World! and what a path 
Her Throng of braine-fick Lovers trodden hath ! 
Like brutilh herds they troupe along together, 
Both led, and leading on, they know not whither. 
Much hoping, where no ground of Hope appeares, 
Much fearing, where indeed, there are no feares. 
In thofe things pleafed, which true Mirth deflroy : 
For that thing grieved which procureth loy : 
Moil (hunning, what might bring mod gain unto the ; 
And feeking mofl, for what would mod undoo them. 

How few are fo cleare lighted, as to fee 
What pleafures mingled with afilidlions be ? 
Or what contentments doe concealed lye, 
Behinde the feeming dangers which they flyc ? 
How few have, by experience, underflood 
That God hath fent their troubles for their good ? 
How few confider, to what fearfull ends, 
The faire fmooth way, of eafefull Pleafure tends ? 

And 
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And, therefore, oh ! how few adventure dare 
Where Mournings, rather then where Laughters are ? 

Though God himfelfe prefer the houfe of Griefe, 
Before vaine Mirths and PUafurcs of this life 
Hath termed TTiomeSy that choke the heav'nly feed : 
Yet few of us hath taken fo much heed 
Of what the facred Volume doth record, 
(And, flefli and blood) diflrufleth fo the word 
Of his firme Truth) that blindly we purfue 
Oiu: owne vaine counfels, and his Tra£l efchew. 

*Tis therefore doubtfull, it would vaine appeare, 
If I fhould labour to difcover here, 
How many fecret pleafures I have feene 
While in the Cels oi Mourning I have beene. 
And, what contentments God bellowed hath, 
When I have walkt the folitary path 
Oi Difrefpe^\ (^affaulted by thofe feares, 
Which oft afiront us in this Vale of tear es.) 
Or what prevailing hopes I have poffefTed, 
When T, beyond dl hope, have feem'd opprefTed. 
For, vulgar men, doe fuch exprefllons hold 
To be but idle Paradoxes, told 
By thofe, who grown diflemper'd, through fome grief 
Vent melancholy paffions, pall beleefe. 
And as our Vpland Pefants, from the Ihores 
Beholding how the Sea fwels, fomes, and rores, 
ludge foolilhly, that ev'ry Seaman raves, 
Who talkes of mirth and fafety on the waves ; 
So, they will fondly palTe then: doome on me, 
Who llrangers to the Seas of Sorrow be. 

But, though the world allow not what I fay. 
Yet, that the Love of God, proclaime I may; 
That, I may jullify him in his Word] 
That for mine owne availe I may record 

G4 What 
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What I have feene : and that experience might 

Encreafe my Jwpes^ and hope put /eare to flight, 

In future fuflrings : here I teflifie, 

(And Heav'n is witneffe, I affirme no lye) 

My foule did never feele more ravilhment, 

Nor ever tailed of more true content, 

Then when my heart, nigh broke with fecret paine, 

Hath borne as much as e're it could fuflaine ; 

And (Irugled with my pafTions, till it had 

Attained to be excellently fad. 

Yea, when I teares have powred out, where none 

Was witnefle of my griefe but God alone, 

He hath infufed pleafures into me, 

Which feldome can in publike tailed be. 

Such Gr/e/e is Comforts Mother, And I mow 

Oft times with mirth, what I in teares did fow. 

Before my eyes were dryed ; I have had 

More caufe of fmging then of being fad. 

The Lampe in darkefl places gives mod light ; 

And trued loyes arife from Sorrowes night 

My Cares are Bleffed ThiJlieSj unto me, 

Which wholefome are, although they bitter be : 

And though their leaves with pricks be overgrowne, 

(Which paine me) yet their flowres are full of down, 

Whereon my head lyes eafie when I fleepe : 

And I am never fadded when I weepe. 

Yet, long it was before I could attaine 
This Myjkry : Nor doth it appertaine 
To all. For, ev*n as Sarah had not leave 
Within her body Ifack to conceive, 
(Which laughter fignifies) untill in her 
Thofe cuftomes failed which in women are : 
So, in our foules, true loyes are not conceived, 
Till we by fome afflidlions are bereaved 

Of 
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Of camall appetites, and ceafe from fuch 
Vaine pleafures as affedl us ovennuch. 

To little purpofe doe they looke for thefe 
Conceptions, who are evermore at eafe. 
Such comforts are of thofe but rarely found, 
VVhofe wheele of Fortune never runneth round. 
No foule can apprehend what maketh glad 
The grieved heart, but his that griefe hath had, 
And various interchanges : nor can he 
VVho knowes the joyes that in fuch forrowes be 
As thefe I meane, a true contentment take 
In any merriment, this world can make : 
(No not in all her pleafures) if among 
Her fweets, there fhould be fharpneffe wanting long. 
For (being fearfuU that his bodies reft 
The foules true peace might fecretly moleft) 
His mirth would make him dull : his being jolly 
(As worldlings are) would make him melancholy : 
And (if no other caufe be thought upon) 
Would grieve, becaufe the fenfe of griefe were gone. 

Whilft I have gallopt on in that Career \ 
Which youth, in freedome, fo affe<5leth here ; 
And had the moft delightfuU blandifhment. 
My youth could yeed me for my hearts content : 
When I in handfome robes have beene araid, 
(My Tailor^ and my Mercer being paid) 
When daily I on change of dainties fed ; 
Lodg'd, night by night, upon an eade bed, 
In lordly Chambers ; and had therewithal! 
Attendants forwarder then I to call. 
Who brought me all things needful! : when at hand ; 
Hounds, Hawkes, and Horfes were at my command : 
When chufe I did my walks, on hills, in vallies. 
In Groves, neere Springs, or in fweet garden allies : 

G 5 Repo- 
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RepofiDg either in a naturall (hade, 
Or in neat Arbors, which by Art were made : 
When I might have requir'd without deniall, 
The Lute^ the Organ^ or deepe-founding VioUy 
To cheere my fpirits ; with what elfe befide 
Was pleafant : when my friends did this provide 
Without my cod or labour : Nay, when all 
Thofe pleafures I have fhared, which befall 
In praifes, or kinde welcommings, among 
My deareil friends ; my foule retain'd nor long 
Nor perfeA reft, in thofe imperfe<5i: things : 
But, often droupt amid their promiiings. 
Grew dull, and fickly : and, contrariwife 
Hath pleaied beene in want, and miferies. 

For, when long time, ev'n all alone they laid me. 
Where ev*ry outward comfort was denayd me : 
To many cares and wants unknowne obtruded ; 
From fellowftiip of all mankinde excluded ; 
Expos'd to flandrous cenfures, and difgrace ; 
Subjected to contempts, and ufage bafe ; 
Widi Tortures threatned, and what thofe attends ; 
By Greatmen frown'd on ; blamed of my Friends ; 
Infulted on by Foes ; and almoft brought 
To that for which their malice chiefly fought : 
Ev'n then, my fpirits mounted to their height, 
And my Contentment flew her higheft flight. 

In thofe difeafmgs, I more joy received, 
Then can from all things mortall be conceived. 
In that contemn'd eflate, fo much was cleared 
My Reafons eye ; and God fo bright appeared 
To my dim-fighed Faith \ that, lo, he turned 
My Griefes to Triumphs. Yea, me thought, I fcomed 
To labour for affiftance from abroad, 
Or beg for any favour, but from God. 

I 
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I fear'd not that which others thought I feared ; 
Nor felt I paine, in that which ihaq>e appeared : 
But, had fuch inward quiet in my breil, 
Till outward eafe made way to my unrell ; 
That, all my Troubles feemed but a Toy. 
Yea, my Afflidlion fo encreail my ioy, 
That more I doubted loife of my content, 
By loUng of my clofe imprifonment, 
Then ever I can feare the bodies thrall. 
Or any mifchiefe which attend it (hall. 

For, as if fome Antipathy arofe 
Betwixt the pleafures of the world, and thofe 
Enjoyed then ; I found true ioyes begin 
To iflue out, as they were entring in. 
Till others brought me hopes of iny Releafe, 
I fcarcely held it worth my hopefulnelTe. 
I had no frighting dreames, no waking care : 
I tooke no thought for meat, nor what to weare ; 
I fleighted frownes, and I defpis'd the threat 
Of fuch as threatned, were they meane or great 
I laught at dreadfull Rumours, and difdained 
Of any fuffrings to have then complained 
I valued not a jot the vulgar doome, 
Nor what men prated might of me become. 
I minded no fuch trifles, wherewith you, 
And I, and others, are oil bufied now .* 
But, being, as it were exiled, then. 
From living in the world, with other men, 
Twixt Gody and mine owne Confcunce, to and fro, 
My thoughts, in a quotidian walke, did go. 
With Contemplations, I was then infpired, 
Befeeming one that wholly was retyred. 
I thought, like him, that was to live alone ; 
I did like him, that had to doe with none. 

And 
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And, of all outward a<5lions left the care 
Vnto the world, and thofe who lived there. 

Nor hath God onely pleafed beene to (how 
What comforts from a private griefe may flow, 
But, that a new experience might be taught me, 
He to the houfe of Pttblike-forrow brought me 
In this late PeJHUnce. And, there I faw 
Such inward /^j^ commixt with outward awe\ 
Things bitter with ixxidx fwedneffes allaid ; 
^yx<^ pleafures^ vaXo forrowes cup convaid ; 
Such firaxt-affurance, in the greatefl dangers ; 
SMch fritnd/ines, when others friends were flrangers; 
SvLcli /reedome in reflraint ; fuch ea/e in paine ; 
Such ti/e in death, and ev'ry feare fo vaine, 
f^Which outwardly affrights) that Pleafures Court 
Would halfe be robbed of her large refort, 
(And (land leffe vifited,^ if men could fee 
What profits in the Cels of Sorrow be. 

For, he that knew what wifedome there is had, 
Would fay that mirth were foolifh, laughter mad : 
That eafe perpetuall bringeth endleffe paine : 
That C9ita}Xjoy arives at hope in vaine: 
That, from all outward perils to be free. 
May prove mod perillous : that, health may be 
That deadreft^>^«^.- that, qmx pleafures are 
But pit-falls : Qyjs fecurity a fnare ; 
And, that fometimes thofe things to which we run, 
May bane us more, then thofe we feeke to (hun. 

I found it fo. And, in my blamed ySby, 
(Whilil others from the Plague made hafle away) 
I gained fome renewings of that red, 
Whereof I had beene formerly poffefL 
It forced folly, further to depart : 
It brought Gods mercies nearer to my heart : 

Brave 
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Brave combats in my foule did then begin, 
Which I tooke courage from, and pleasure in. 
New trialls of my Frailty did befall ; 
And, of Gods love, I had new proofes withall. 
In all my difcontentments, fuch contents, 
And of Gods workings, fuch experiments 
Vouchfafed were ; that crowned (hould I live, 
With all thofe glorious wreathes that Kings can give, 
And had by them obtained each happineffe, 
Which worldlings in their greatneffe doe poffeffe ; 
I would not fell the comfort of my flay 
For that, and all which thofe imagine may. 

Nor doe I over-prife the fame, altho, 
The ignorance of fome will think I doe : 
For, it hath left within me, ever fmce, 
Of Gods firme love, fo ftrong a confidence, 
That, whatfoever accidents betide, 
I hope to (land the better fortifi'd 
Whilfl here I live : and that no time to come 
Can fend me to a place, fo perilfome, 
That I (hall feare it ; or, to undergoe 
The dreadfuiril perills man can fall into ; 
If that my calling doe oblige me to it, 
Or God, in lullice, make me undergoe it 
In other cafcs^ I expedl no more, 
But, rather, leffe imboldning then before. 

For, he that any dangerous taske affumes, 
Without good warrant, fooliftily prefumes ; 
Tempts God ; and juflly perifheth, unleffe 
The veile of Mercy hide his wilfulneffe. 
Yea, they who over defpVately have dar'd 
Bold things at firll ; at lall have bafely fear*d. 
Repenting their foole-hardineffe, in vaine. 
When hope was loll, of turning back againe. 

For, 
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For, though from dangers, griefes, and miferies, 
Far greater comforts oftentimes arife, 
Then from profperity (if we attend 
Gods pleafure, and accept what he doth fend) 
Yet, of themfelves, noipaines^ noxpUafures can 
Felicitate ; nor is the wit of man 
So perfedl, that precifely he doth know 
His owne jufl temper, or his nature fo, 
As to appoint himfelfe, what will be needing 
Of wealcy or woe^ (nought wanting, or exceeding) 
And therefore, as fome man hath by affedling 
£afe, wealth, or temp'rall fame, (without refpedting 
Gods pleafure) often perifhed by that 
Which his unbounded will hath reached at ; 
So, they who (hall that eafe or wealth contemne 
(Which God by lawfuU meanes doth offer them) 
And they, who fhall unthankfully refufe. 
Of any outward bleffmg, meanes to ufe, 
(Through difcontent, felfe trufl, or wilfull pride) 
When they might honefUy thofe meanes provide ; 
Ev'n both of thefe are guilty of oflfence, 
Againfl the wife etemall Providence : 
And are in danger to be left of God, 
In thofe mifleading paths which they have trod. 
Thefe things I mufed ; and in heart revolved 
A thoufand more, before I was refolved 
To keepe in London^ where men draw no breath 
But that which menaced the bodies death. 
And, feeing, many have condemn*d the fa<5t 
As an unwarrantable, foolifh, a6t : 
Since, it may teach them to forbeare to give 
Their Verdtil^ till they Evidence receive : 
Since, thus to mention it, a meanes may be. 
To build againe the like Refolves in me 

When 
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When ftiture perill fo requireth it ; 

And when, perhaps, this minde, I may foiget : 

Yea, fince the manner of it, may, perchance, 

Deliver others from fome ignorance, 

And help their Chriflian Refolutions out, 

When they are thralPd with camall feare, or doubt : 

Ev'n for thefe caufes, (and to glorifie 

The poVr of God in this my vidlory) 

I will relate what Reafons made me flay : 

What hopes they were, which drove my feares away : 

And, with what circumflances, I obtained 

That knowledg, which my (baking Faith maintained. 

When I perceived the PESTILENCE to rage 
In ev'ry ilreet, nor fparing fex nor age ; 
How from their City hive, like Bees in May^ 
The fearfuU Citizens did fwarme away : 
How fafl our Gentry hailed to be gone ; 
How often I was urg'd and calPd upon, 
To beare them company : what fafeties were 
By abfence promift \ what great terrors here 
My death did menace : how, by timely flight 
I might behold my Country with delight : 
How nothing could be gotten by my Hay, 
But want, and new affiidlions ev^ry day : 
With fuch like difadvantages, which brought, 
A hundred other mufmgs to my thought. 
They made it feeme, a while, well worth reproving. 
To ftay, a minute, Jonger from removing. 

But, then my Confcience alfo did begin 
To draw fuch pow'ifuU Motives^ from within ; 
And, to propofe before my under/landing 
Such Reafons, my departure countermanding. 
As made me ilagger, and new doubts to make, 
What courfe it bed behoved me to take. 

At 
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At firil, I thought by counfell from the Wife^ 

To build up my Refolves^ and to advife 

By their opinions what I (hould purfue ; 

But, of the gravejl I perceiv'd fo few 

Who could advife themfelves ; that I grew more 

Divided by their counfels, then before. 

I faw fuch foolifhneffe, and fuch diftradlions, 

Appeare among them in their words and a<5lions ; 

That I perceiv'd they had enough to doe, 

Their owne particulars to looke unto. 

Then, guided by example would I be ; 
But, that I quickly found no Rule for me ; 
For, they who in opinion do coufent, 
Oft differ, in the adlive Prejideni. 
And fome, who have a tongue the truth to fay. 
Have wafted grace to walke the fafeft way. 

Befide, mens adlions, which indifferent are, 
May foolifh, wife, or bad, or good appeare. 
As their unknowne occafions are who doe them ; 
And, fmall refpedl is to be had unto them. 
By way of Prefident, till we can finde 
Their outward motives, and their fecret minde. 

This heeding ; and flill waxing more molefted. 
With difTring thoughts, and reafons undifgefted, 
I knew no better way, then to repaire 
For counfell unto God, by humble Prafr ; 
Befeeching his diredlion, how to take 
That couife, which for his glory moft (hould make. 
And he (I think) was pleafed to fuggeft, 
That if I askt my Confcience what was beft, 
His Word and Spirit would informe her fo. 
That (he fhould (hew me what was beft to do. 

Then, from the noife of other mens perfwafions, 
{From felfe-conceit^ and from thofe vaine occafions. 

Which 
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Which bring difturbances) I did retire, 
Gods pleafure, of my Confciencey to enquire. 
Who, finding in my bred a (Irong contention 
Twixt Faith and Reafm ; and, how their diflention 
Was firfl to be compofed (that I might 
The fooner underfland the truth aright) 
She caird a Court within me ; fummon'd thither 
Thofe Pow'rs, and all thofe Faculties together, 
Which Tenants are in chiefe unto the Soule: 
Their faulty inclinations did controule : 
And, that (he might not without profit chide, 
Some ill advifed courfes re^fi'd. 

Then willed fhe FAITH zxA REASON Xo debate 
Their Caufe at large : and, that which they, of late. 
Had urg'd confufedly within my breft. 
She wiird them, into Method^ to digeft : 
That fo, my Judgement might the better fee, 
To whether part I (hould enclined be 
They both obe/d. And, RE A SON (who fuppos'd 
Delay bred danger^ hailily composed 
Thofe many (Irong perfwafions, wherewithal! 
She did my perfon from the City call ; 
Before my Confcience^ them in order laid. 
And (as halfe angry) thus me thought (he faid. 

What meanejtthou^ thus fondly^ out offeafon, 
Tojhew thy boldneffe in contempt of Reafon ? 
Why art thou aiwayes thefe mad courfes taking 1 
Thy LineSy and A^ons, Paradoxes making f 
Why thus purf^fl thou what to ruine tends, 
To glad thy foes, and difcontent thy friends ? 
By making wilde adventures, to the blame 
Of thy blinde Faith, and my perpetuaU fhame f 
Ht not enough, that by thy little caring 
To humor Fooles, and by thy over daring 

To 
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To beard proud Vices, thou haft lately croft 
Thy way to riches^ and preferment loftl 
I^t not enough, that when thou doft become 
The fcome of Fooles, thou wert delivered from 
A masked Hate, e^n in that day, and pUue, 
Which Malice had afflgn'dfor thy difgrace ? 
Andfawft thefhame of that unjuft Intention 
Alight on him who plotted that Invention ? 
I^t not enough, that thou efcaped haft 
Through many wants and perils undifgradd. 
When thy cubenfrous Mufe drew downe upon thee 
Thofe Troubles which were like to have undone thee f 
Suffice not thefe, unleffe thou now affay 
A needlejffe a?If andfoole thy life away 
By tempting Heai/n, in wilfull flaying there. 
Where, in thy face grim death doth alwayftare? 

Looke what thou doft, and well obferve thine errors. 
For, thou art round about, enclosed with terrors. 
And if thou be not fiupid thou maiftfee 
That there is caufe thou fhouldft affrighted be, 
Doft thou notfmell the vapours of the Grave ? 
Doft thou not heare thy plagueflcke neighbours rave f 
Doft thou not taft infeilion in the Aire ? 
Doft thou not view fad objefls ofdefpaire ? 
Doft thou not feele thy vitall pau/rs affailed^ 
Doft thou notfinde thy fpirits often quailed^ 
Or with thy judgement haft thou loft thy fenfe. 
That thou doft make no greater fpeed from hence f 

Marke there, how f aft with Corpfes they do throng! 
See yonder, how the Shadowes, paffe cUong. 
Behold, juft now, a man before thee dies : 
Behinde thy back, another breathleffe lies. 
That Bell, now ringing, foundeth out the Knell 
Of him, whom thou didft leave, laft ei^ning, well 

Lo, 
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To warrarUize thy health^ if thou on thqfe 
In flaying here, thy confidence repofe, 
Andfure, thou neither harbor^ ft fuch a thought. 
That, thou of any better fhiffe art wrought 
Then other men : nor trufleft unto Charmes, 
To keepe off this Difeafe^<7z« doing harmes : 
For, thofe unhallowed Medicines, and impure, 
Br^ greater Plagues, then thofe they feeme to cure. 

Nor art thou, of that Brotherhood, which fees 
The Booke of Gods particular Decrees; 
And Gypfie like (by heathnifh Palmifliy, 
Or by the lines of Philiognomy) 
Conjectures dareth not alone to givey 
Who of this V\a:gatftuill dye, or who fhall live : 
But cUfo wickedly, prefumes to tell 
Which man fhall goe to heaiJn, and which to lull: 
Ofthefe I know thou art not. For, as yet 
I hope thou haft not fo forgone thy wit : 
To credit their illuding prophanations. 
Which are but fantofmes of illuminations 
Begot in thefe late Ages (by mifchance) 
Betwixt much pride, and zealous ignorance. 

Thou doft not think thy merits greater are 
Then other mens, that God thy l^e fhotdd fpare. 
Nor canft thou hope thyfafety topoffeffe. 
For that thy follies or thyfinnes are leffe. 
Since if thou hadft but one time beene mifled, 
Thy life for that one time were forfeited. 
And, this Difeafe, with outward marks, doth fir ike 
The Righteous, and the Wicked, both alike. 

Then,fince thou art a Sinner, and art fur e, 
Thatfinne didfirft this Pellilence procure : 
Since thou maift alfojufUy fay with grief e. 
That, thou ofcUl tranfgreffors art the chief e : 

Since 
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Since thy offences fame of thofe have bin, 
Which helpe to bring this great Infedlion in : 
Nay ; fmce it may be ( if thou fearch thy heart) 
That thou a principall among them art, 
Who from the Ship mufl loriBS-like be thron/ne, 
Before this Tempell will be over blowne : 
Why doth it not thy guilty foule difmay, 
And make thee hafien more tofiye away ? 

It may be thou dofl vainly hope for Fame, 
By doing this. Oh / what availes the fame, 
W/ien thou art raked up quite void offenfe. 
Among the flaughters of the Peftilence ? 
What will it profit when thou flee ffl in clay. 
Some y few fhouldpraife, andfome lament thy flay ? 
Some heed it not f Some make a mocke thereat ? 
Some deeme tJiee foolifh, others defperate ? 
Some, fudge thy tarying miglvtfor trifles bet 
Some, for thy befl intention flander thee ? 
Or with bafe trafh thy breathleffe Mufe belye ? 
Or, mif-report thy dying, if thou dye f 
For, if thou chance to perifh in this Place, 
Thife wayes, and other meanes to thy dif grace. 
Thy Foes willfinde ; and in thy fall contented, 
Accomplifh what, thy life might have prevented. 

But fay to f cape alive thy Lott // be ; 
A troupe of other perils wait on thee. 
Thou know'fl not what extremities may fall, 
Nor how thy heart may flruggle therewithaU. 
Such Poverty upon this Towne mayfeize, 
E^re God affwage the rage of this Difeafe, 
Tliat meanes may faile thee\ and before fupply 
Thy friends can fend thee, thou maiflfamtfht lye: 
For they who now affe^l thee, and with whom 
Thoujhalt, perhaps, to live refolv^d become, 

Ei/n 
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Etfn t/iey may perijh in this Peft, and leave thee 
Tojlrangers whofe affe^ions will deceive thee : 
Jn time ofJualth^ butjlenderly befriend thee : 
Tnfickneffe^ to a lonely Roome commend thee: 
MakefpoUe of what is thine, andfenfleffe be 
Of helpings and of all regard of thee. 

And then it will, perchance, affli6l thy mind 
Thai thou unto thy f elf e wertfo unkinde, 
As to negle6l that wholefome Country Ayre, 
Whereto thy friends invited thy repair e. 
Thou maijl remember, when it is too late, 
Thofe pleafures, and that happy healthy flate 
Thou mightfl have had: And with haw much refpeSl 
T^ioujhmildjl have liv'd with thofe thai thee affeH \ 
A comfort to thy Parents, who withfeare, 
Doeforrowfor thy needleffe lingring here : 
For, them thou leavefl, and fome friends befide, 
(To live, ^twixt hope and feare unfatisfTd 
By this thy doing) whom thou dq/l abufe, 
If thai which may difcomfort them thou chufe. 

And, when theyfhall thy wilfulneffe condemne, 
With what good Reafons wilt thou anfwer them ? 
Thy Dwelling is not here ; nor is thy flay 
Compelled by Aflfaires that urge it may. 
Thou haft nor publike neither private charge ; 
But, maifl in anyplace, goe walke at large. 
The world conceiveth not the leaft fufpition. 
That thou art either Surgeon, or Phyfitian, 
( Whofe Art mayfland this place in anyfleed\) 
Or that thy friends will thy attendance need. 
For thou canft neitJur BrotJis fwr Caudles make, 
Nor drenc/ies good enough for horfe to take. 
Thou hafl no Calling, that may warrantize 
This boldneffe : neither can thy wit devife 

How 
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How thou wilt anfwer God, for daring thus 
An a6lfo needleffty andfo periilous. 

Confider well, that there are paines in death ; 
Confider, that when thou hajl lojl thy breath, 
7hy Flefh, the deare companion of thy Soule, 
ShcUl be rejeHed as uncleane, andfoule^ 
And, lodge within a Grave, contemned and vile. 
Which might have liv^d efleemed, yet a while, 

Confider, that thou hafl not an eflate 
Of being, which is bafe or defperate ; 
Butfuch, as few on earth poffeffe a better. 
Though each one, that hath ought, enjoy es a greater. 

Confider, that thou dofl endanger noiv 
The bleffing of long life, Confider, how 
Thou mighty have lived to a larger meafure 
Of riches, of preferment, or ofpleafure-y 
And profited thy Country, whermnto 
Thy Death, orfukneffe, will nofervice do. 

Nay, if thou now mif carry, where will be 
Thofe honefl hopes which late poffeffed thee ? 
To thofe thy Studies who an end fhall adde. 
Which but a while agoe, beginning had? 
And, being left unfinifJit, make the paine 
And houres, upon t/iemfpent, to be in vaine ? 

With fometvhat thou endued art, wliereby 
Thou maifl thy bleffed^dk^i glorifie ; 
Thy f elf e advantage, and a joy become 
Tofuch as well affed thee) and ^gainfl whom 
(If thus thy f elf e thoufeparate) thoufhalt 
Commit a mofl inexpiaJ)le fault. 
Oh ! therefore, I befeech thee, wary be. 
To thinke whatfervice God requires of thee: 
Think, what thou ow^fl thy f elf e ; and call to mind, 
Thatfome wel-wiUers thou maifl leave behinde, 

IVhofe 
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Whofe hopes ihoufliouWft not wUfuUy bereave^ 
( Whofe laves thoujhould^ft not unrequited leave") 
By hazarding thy Life^ which is a debt 
To their defervings, For^ thou knotdjl not, yet. 
How that may grieve thy foule^ or fill thy head 
With troubled fancieSy on thy dying-bed. 

/ cannot make dif cover y^ by cUl % 

My faculties f andpou^rs regionally 
What worke thou maifi imagine Jhauld be done 
That's worthy of the hazard thou dofirun. 
Nor cany as yet, my underflanding reach 
( What hopefoever Faith may pleafe to preach) 
To thofe Felicities ; which after decUh 
Her fupemaiurall Doctrines promifeth. 
Norfinde Ifuch affuranceSy as may 
Preferve thee unaffrighted in thy flay. 
For when within my Naturall Scale jplcue 
Thofe Arguments, and Promifes ^ Grace, 
Which Faith alledgeth ; they fo ayrie prove^ 
That they my Ballance very little move. 
Yea, fuch tranfcendent things declareth fhe^ 
As they me thinks fhould fo diflemper thee. 
That doubts and terrors rather fhould poffeffe 
Thy Soule, then hopes ofreall happineffe\ 
Since what in Death, or after Dtaih^all come^ 
Are thingSy that Nature is efiranged from. 
Fly therefore^ this grecUperilL Seeke a place 
Where thou maifi plead morefafely of thy Cafe : 
Andffince thy God, with Reafon, thee doth bleffcy 
NoWy mofl thou needfl it, be not reafonleffe. 

All this (and what the camall wit of man 
Obje<5l, in fuch an undertaking can) 
Did RE A SO Nxagty to m^ie my flay appeare 
An a6t improvident, and full of feare : 

And 
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And what her feeming rightfull caufe advances, 
Was utt'red with fuch dreadful! circumilances, 
That (he did halfe perfwade me to confefle, 
My Refolution would be fooliihnefTe. 

But, when my REASON had no more to fpeake, 
My FAITH began : & though her ilrength was weak, 
(fiecaufe my fraUties had enfeebled her^ 
Yet, then I felt her with more vigour flu", 
Then in leffe perills. For, (he blew afide 
Thofe fogs wherewith my heart was terrified : 
Made cleare my ludgemmt: and (as having waigh'd 
The fpeech foregoing) thus, me thought, (he faid. 

How wife isREASONinan Ethnicke Schooler 
And^ in divine proceedings, what afoole'i 
How many likely things Jhe mujler can, 
Tojiartle and amaze a naturall man. 
Which, when I am advis'd withall, are found 
But pannick feares, and terrors without ground ! 
And yet, how often doth blinde Ignorance, 
Above my reach her fhallowneffe advance f 
Or elfe ofmadneffe, wickedly condemns 
My wifdome, and my fafefl paths contemne f 
Yet be not thou (my Soule) deceived by 
The fooliflineffe of humane Sophidiy. 
But,fince by the Afflidlions, thou haft got 
Experience, which the world attaineth not ; 
Give heed to me, and I will make thee know 
Thofe things which camall Reafon cannot fhow. 
Yea make thee by my pon/r more certaine be 
Of that which mortals can nor heare nor fee, 
Then of the plaineft objects that appeare 
Vnto thefenfe of corf rail eye or eare : 
And though my promife, or my counfell feeme 
To vulgar Judgements, but ofmeane efteeme, 

H rie 
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Ilefo enable thee tkofefeares to bide, 
WTurewith the worldly wife are terrifid\ 
And, teach thee fuck contentedneffe to gaine. 
Though in Deaths gloomy /hades thou dojl remaine : 
That, thou (without all doublings) Jhalt perceive, 
Thoujhouldjl not this affli^led Citie leave. 
And Flefh and Blood, with wonder, Jhall confeffe 
That Faith hathpoiifr to teach men fear lef tuff e, 
Jn perils ; which do make their hearts to ake, 
Whofcoffe at her, and part with Reafon tcLke. 

It cannot be denyed that this Place 
Yeelds dread enough, to make the boldeflfacp 
To put a pcUeneffe on, unleffe the minde 
Be over much to fenflefneffe enclinde: 
Becaufe, we naturally abhor to fee 
Such loathed obje^s of mortality, 
*Tis alfo true, that there is no defence 
To guard the body from this Peftilence, 
Within the compaffe of mans pott/ r or wit: 
Nor can thy merit fo prevaile with it. 
But that (for ought thou knowefl) thou maiflfill 
The growing number ^Deaths weekly-WL 

And what of that ? whilfl I befriend theefhall, 
Canfuch a common danger t/iee apall? 
Shall that, which heatfCnifh men, and women beare, 
( Yea tender infants) without fhewes offeare, 
Amate thy fpirit f fhcUl the drawing nigh 
Of that, from which thou hafl no meanes toflye, 
{And which thou walkefl toward, erfry day, 
( With feemingfbiUneffe) fright thee now away ? 
Is Death y& buflegrowne in IjoxAon ftreets. 
That he with no man in the Country meets f 
Beleevefl thou, the number he hathflaine 
Hath added any thing unto the paine f 

Or 
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Ory hafl thou lately apprehended mare 
Deaths fearfull gaJUineffey then lieretofare, 
That in this time of tryall thou JhmUdJl finde 
Thy Soule toflavi/h Cowardice endinde f 
Death is that Path, which eifry man mujl tread \ 
Andy when thoujhalt defcend among the deady 
Thou gdjl but thither where thy fathers bCy 
And whither y all that live Jhcil follow thee. 
Death is that Haven, where thy 'Qidj)L^ Jhall cafl 
Her hopefull Anchor y atid lye moored fafty 
Exempted from thofe furious windes andfeasy 
Which in thy heavenly voyagCy thee difeafe. 
Death is the laile-deliv'ry of the Soule : 
Thy joyfull yeare ^lubilee : thy Goale : 
The Day that ends thy forrowes, and thy fins ; 
And that, wherein, befl happin^e begins, 
A lawfuU ct^y then wherefore Jlunddfl thoufeare 
Toprofecute ; although thy death it were f 

Full oft, have J enabled thee to bide 
The brunt of dreadfull fiormeSy unterrifide\ 
Andy when thy da/lard Reafon (not efpying 
That heaifhly GamCy at which thy Faitii was flying) 
Difheartned grew ; 7 did thy body free 
From ei/ryperill which enclofed thee: 
So workingy thai thofe things thy praife becamCy 
Which Malice had projected for thyjhame ; 
Andy common Reafon, whofuppoid thee mad. 
Did blujh to fee how little witfhe had. 

Yety now againey how foolijhly fhe tryes 
To cafl new fogs before thy Judgements eyes f 
What childifli Bug-Beares hath fhe muflred herCy 
To fear thy fenfes with a caufeleffe feare f 
Of thofe loatKd Objefts wherefore doth fhe tell. 
Which vex the fight y the hearingy and the fmelll 

H 2 Since 



171 



B R I T T A N's Cant 3. 

Sinc€, when the utmojl of it JhaU be faid^ 
All is but Death ; which can butftrike thee dead. 
And when thafs donCy thoujhalt (by me revived) 
Enjoy a better life then thou hajl lived, 

Ifthofe hobgoblin terrors of the grave, 
( Wherewith meere nafrall men affrigJited have 
Their troubled foules ) deierre thee from that path, 
Whereto the will of God injoined hath ; 
To thee (oh ! Soule) haw dreadfull would it be 
If WA RREy with all herfeares enclofed thee f 
-^^^9 (ffuch common terrors thee amaze, 
How wmUdfl thou quake, if in a genercdl blaze, 
The world Jhould flame about thee ? (as it may. 
Perhaps, before thou fee another day) 
Sure, ifthefe Scar-crowes do deterre theefo, 
Thau fear ce wilt welcome (as thou oughtfl to do) 
That Moment when it comes \ norfo rejoyce^ 
As they, who long to heare t/ie Bridegrooraes voice. 

Here therefore flay , and praitife to inure 
TTiyfoule to tryalls \ that thou niaifi endure 
AU changes, which in after times may come : 
And wait with glcuineffe, for the Day of Doome. 
Seeke here, by holy dread, to purge away 
Thofe Crimes which heape up terrors for that day. 
Endure thefcorching of this gentle fire. 
To purifie thy luart from vaine defire, 
Leame here, the death of righteous men to dye\ 
That thou maifl live withfuch eternally. 
Here, exercife thy Faith, and watch, and pray, 
That when thy bodyfhall be mixt with day 
The frightfull Trumpet, whofe amazing found 
Shall fiartle Hell, andfhake earths muffle Round 
May make thee leape with glculneffe from thy grave^ 
And no fad horrors in thy Confcience have. 

What 
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What canft thou hope to pur chafe here below ^ 
That thoujhouldft life unwillingly forgoe f 
Since, there is nothing which thou canft poffeffe^ 
Whofe fweeineffe is not marr'd with bitterneffe: 
Nor any thing fofafe, but that it may^ 
To thee, becotne a mifchiefe, many a ivay f 

7/" honourable thou mighty live to grow, 
That honour may effeil thy overthrow. 
And (as it makes of others) make of thee 
A thing as blockifh, as bruit creatures be. 
If Rich ; ihofe Riches may thy life betray ; 
Choake up thy vertues, and then fly e away. 
If ^ItdSMXQ follow thee ; that pleafing vaine 
May bring thy faule to everlq/Hng paine : 
Yea, that which moft thou longefl to enjoy. 
May all thepleafures of thy life deflroy, 

Seeke therefore true contentmettt where it lies, 
Andfeare not ei/ry Babies fatitajfes, 
yf Life thou love ; Death is that entring in 
Where life which is eternall doth begin. 
There y what thou moft defireft is enjoyed ; 
And, Death itfelfe, by dying is deflrofd. 

Though length of life, a bleffing be confefl. 
Yet, length of dayes in for row is not befl. 
Although the Szylor, fea-roome doth require, 
To reach the harbour is his chiefs defire : 
And, though Uis well our debts may be delafd. 
Yet, we are befl at eafe when tliey are paid, 

y Titles, thou afpire unto : Death brings 
The Faithfull, to become immortall Kings : 
Whofe glorie paffeth earthly pomp, as far 
As Phoebus doth outfhine the Morning-ilar. 
Defireft thou a pleafant healthfull dwelling ? 
By Death thougainfta Country fo excelling) 

Hz That 
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Thaty plenty of all ufefull things is there^ 

And all thofe objefls that delightfull are, 

A golden pavement thoujhalt walke upon \ 

And lodge in Buildings waWd with precious Jlone, 

If in rich Garments to he cloatKd thou feekCy 

The Periian Monarks never had the like : 

For, Puritie itfelfe thy Rohejhall be ; 

And like the Stars, thy Crowm fhall fhine on thee, 

Hafl thou enjoyed thofe companions here, 
VVhofe love and fdlowfhip delightfull are 9 
Thoujhaltj when thou from fght of thofe art gone, 
Of that high Order be inflall^ one, 
VVhich never didfalfe Brother entertaine ; 
Whereof, ev^n God himfelfe is Soveraigne : 
And in whofe company thou fhcUt poffejfe 
Allpetfeil, deare, and lafling friendlineffe. 
Yea, there ev'n thofe whom thou on earth hafl loved 
In life time (withfuch love as is approved) 
Thoufhalt enjoy againe : and not alone 
Their friendfhip ; but the love ofev'ry one 
Of thofe blefl men and women, who both were. 
And are, and fhall be, till our Judge appeare. 

Hath any mortall besnty pleas'd theefo. 
That, from her prefence thou art loath to goe 1 
Thoufhalt inflead of thofe poore imperfeHions, 
Whereon thoufetlefl here unfure affe^ions, 
The Fountaine of all Beauties, come to fee 
( Within his lovely bofome lodged be) 
And know (when thou on him haflfixt thine eyes) 
That, all earths Beauties are deformities. 

To thefe, and happineffe^, greater far 
Then by the heart cf man conceived are, 
Death maketh paffage. And, how grim foe^re 
He may to thofe thatfland aloof e appeare ; 

Vet 
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Yety if thou bide unmoved in thy place, 
Till he within his armes doe thee embrace ; 
Thou ^It perceive that who fo timely diethy 
Enjoyes contentments which this life denyeth. 

Thy fear e of painfidneffe in death is vaine; 
In Death is eafe\ in Life, aloncy is paine, 
Man makes it dreadfull by his owne inventions , 
By caufeleffe doubts , and groundleffe apprehenfions. 
Buty when it comes y it brings of paine, no more 
Then Sleepe, to him that reflleffe was before. 

Thy Soules departure, from the Flefli, doth maze. 
And thee affliihth more then there is caufe : 
For, ofthisfHngy thy Saviour, Death defpoiled: 
AndyfeareSy and dangers from the Grave exiled. 
Thou lofeft not thy R)dy when it dyes ; 
Nor doth it perijhy though it putrifies. 
For, when the time appointed, it hath lainCy 
Itjhall be raifedfrom the dufl againCy 
And, in thefiead of this corrupted onCy 
Thy Soule, a glorious body Jliall put on. 

But hadft thou not a Faith ivhich might procure thee 
Such comfortSy andfuch life in death affure thee: 
Or, though thou Jhouldfly by dying, be poffefl 
Of nothing elfCy but ofafenfeleffe refli 
Me thinkes thy carnall K'&zionjhouldyfor thaty 
Perfwade thee rather to be defperaUy 
Andflayy andfeekefor Deathy ire languijh in 
Perpetuall forroweSy fuch as thine have bin. 
Fofy if to God'Wardyjoy thoufeeU/l noty 
What comfort to the world-ward hafl thou ^ot, 
Which may defirous make thee to delay. 
Or linger out thy life another day ? 

^Tis true that God hath given thee afkare 
In all thofe Pleafures, that good pleafures are; 

H ^ And 
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And (to the Givers glory he itfpoken) 
He hath beJUmfd on thee as many a token 
Of his abundant love^ as he bejiawes 
On anyy withfofe^v external Jhowes, 
For ei/n of outward things he doth impart 
As much as fits the place in which thou art', 
With full as many pleafures cu mayferve, 
Thy Patience, in thy fuffringSy to preferve\ 
Andy when for Reft, and Plenties^ thou art fitter y 
I knoWy he will not make thy cupy& bitter. 

But if thou live for outward pleafures meerly\ 
By living thou dofl buy them over dearly. 
For (ifthypeau in God werefet afide) 
So many wayes thou haft beene crucifid, 
Thaifome would think thy Fortune (if they had it) 
Mofl bitter \ though moflfweet thy hopes have made it. 
Here, but a Pilgrimage thou dofl poffeffe^ 
In wandringy and perpetuall refUefneJfe, 
Like Travellers y infunfhine and in rainSy 
Both dry and wety and dry and wet againe. 
With refly each Morning, well refrefht and merry \ 
Andy et^ry Ev'ningy full ofgriefCy and weary. 
To Vanity, in bondage thou dofl /i>. 
Still beaten ivith new flormes of Mifery\ 
Andy in a path to which thou art a fir anger y 
Affaidted with variety of Danger, 

His YdiC^y fometinuy is hid, whence comforts flow, 
Andy men and devillSy feek thy overthrow. 
Sin multiplies upon theCy cifry day : 
Thy vitall powers y will more and tnore decay : 
Wealthy honor y friends y and what thou befl dofl lovCy 
Doth leavey deceive thecy or thy torment prove ; 
Mans very Body burthens him ; and brings 
Vnto itfelfe a thoufand torturings. 

Thy 
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IViy Heart, with many Thinkings is perplext: 
Yea^ by thine owne Affedlions thou art vext : 
And (though by overcomming them at lajl^ 
Thyfoule hath comfort when the fight is pajiy) 
Thou haft perpetual conflicts which require 
Continual! watchfidneffe : for, no Defire 
Or nafrcUl PafTion, ever did moleft 
The heart ofman^ that ftrives not in thy breft, 

Jn tifry TltaSurtj /omewhat lurks to fear thee^ 
In ev'ry VxofiX., fomewhat to enfnare thee : 
Whole armies of hSS^\6i\on^ fwarme about thee, 
Some fight within thee ; fome affaile without thee: 
And, that which thou conceiveft /hall releeve thee, 
Becommeth oft another meanes to griefi*e thee. 
Yea, thine owne thoughts, thy fpeeches, and thine aiUons, 
Occafion def contentments, and diftroHion : 
And all the portion which thou doft inherit, 
Yeelds nought, but perturbations of tJie fpirit. 

In Childhood all thy pleafures were but toyes ; 
In heat i^/" Youth, asfruitleffe were thy joy es : 
Thy riper yeares, do nought but ripen care : 
And, imperfections, thy perfections are : 
If Old thou grow, thy grief es will aged be, 
And, Sickneffe, tUl thou dye, will live in thee. 
Thy Life*J a Warfare, which muft quite be done, 
E*re dangers vanifh, or the Field be won. 
It is a Yoy^%t full of wearinefte. 
Till thou thy wifhed harbor doft poffeffe : 
And, thou of no extemall loy canft boaft. 
That may not ire thy dying day be loft 

But, truth to fay, what thing doft thou poffeffe. 
Which others thinke to be a happineffe f 
The world allowes thee little that is hers. 
And thee to very f mall efteeme prefers. 

H 5 Among 
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Among her Minions : buty in et/ry place 
Endeavours to affront thee with difgrace ; 
Deprives thee of thy labour s^ and bejlowes 
On ParafiteSy on Pooles, and on thy Foes^ 
Thy due : and with afpightfidl envioufneffe^ 
Thy bejl approved StucOes doth fuppreJDe, 

Beholdy a frothy Mafque, an idle Song, 
The witleffe jefUng of a fcurrHous tongue^ 
The capring Dancer, and thefoining Fencer, 
The bold Bufibone, theflye Intelligencer ; 
Thofefoolifh raving fellowes^ whofe delights 
Are wholly fio^d on their Curs and Kites ; 
The Termly Pamphleters, whofe Dedications 
Doe foot h and daw the times abomincUions : 
Etfnfuch like things as thefe can purchafe graccy 
And quickly compaffe Penfion^ Gtfty or Plcue \ 
Wheny thy pnore honefl Labours are cUfufedy 
Contemnedy fleightedy or at befl refufed 

Iffuch a one as thefe forenam'dy refort 
Tofet abrocuh his qualities in Court, 
Hefindes refpeily and cts an ufefull many 
His YosxXvfy fome plcux afford him, can. 
Hefoone hath entertainment. Or if not y 
Yety fomething may for his availe be got, 
A bafe Invention, thatfcarce merit may 
The reputation of a Puppet-play, 
Somefpangled Courtier, or fbme foolifh Lord, 
AdmireSy affe^lsy and of his owne accord 
Prefers it to the Prince, or to the King, 
As an ingenious, or much ufefull thing. 
And (ten to one) if then the Author can 
But humour well his Lordfhip, or his man 
(TTutt rules his Honors wifdome) it may gaine him 
Somefuch like Lord as that to entertaine him. 

For 
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For his companion-, yea, tfu privy purfe 
May open to him : and, hefareth worfe 
Then many a Foole hath done, vnleffe ^re long. 
He purchafeth to be enrolPd among 
The beft Defervers \ and arife to be 
Superior to a better man then he, 

Twio^t thefe and thee what dijiances appear e f 
And, twixt your Fortunes, what afpcue is there t 
When thou hadjlfinijhed a Worke divine, 
(As much for others profit, as for thine) 
Thou fcarcely found\fl a man, to mahe thee way 
Thy Prefent, at thy Soveraignes/r^^ to lay. 
And when thou didfl: No fooner laid he by 
What tendred was, butfome injurious eye 
Did quickly take thereof a partiall view. 
And with detradHng Cenfures thee purjfue. 

Yea, thofe meere Ignorants, whofe courtly wit 
Can judge of nothing, but how cloathes doe fit \ 
How Congees Jhould be a^led; how their Boy 
Obferve themJhould\ orfomefuch weighty toy: 
Thofe Shreds of Complement, /o/^^ up for things 
To fill vafl Roomes in palaces <^ Kings, 
(As Antiques doe in Hangings) more for Jkow; 
Then any profit, which from them can flow. 
Even thofe (fcarce worth our laughing at) have pall 
Their doomes on that which thou prefented haft-, 
As if they underflood it: and, as thofe. 
By chance did cenfure, fo the Cenfure goes. 

Jfthefe^ or any fuch like Mountebanks, 
Byflavifh fawning, or by picking thanks \ 
By homeliefl fervices, (or worfe) by cheating; 
Extorting from thepoore, or by defeating 
Men honefHy difpofed, (or, by any 
Of thofe ill meanes, whereof this age hath many) 

Can 



no 



B R I T T A n's Cant. 3. 

Cafif cut ofbeggeryy their fortunes reare^ 
To hundreds, or to thoufands by the yeare: 
They thinke themf elves abused, if any grutch 
Or murmur, as tfthey had got too much, 

Buty though thou from thy childhood wert emclofd 
In painfull fludieSy and hadfl not enjoyed 
So much extemall prqfity as would pay 
The charges of thy Troubles, for a day : 
(Nay, rather, hindrance hadfl, and punifhment. 
For that, which gave, mofl honefl men content) 
Yet (marke their dealing) when but hope there was 
Ofgaine to thee (which never came to paffe) 
And though that gaine were leffe then Traders can 
Allow fometimes unto a lourney-man : 
Yea though it were to no mans prejudice ; 
(But many profiting) and did arife 
By thine owne labours : that fmall yearly fumme 
ExpeHed (for, nought, yet, but loffe doth come) 
IVas grumbled at; as tf it had beene more 
Then any ever gained heretofore ; 
And would the Common- weale have prejudifed. 
Had none, thereof, tofruflrate thee, dknfed. 

Some, therefore (whofe malicioufneffe is yet 
Vhanfwer^d for) themf elves againfl thee fet \ 
And, by the dammage of their owne eflate, 
Have laboured, thee and thine to ruinate. 
Some others, as injurioufly, as they. 
Laid caufeleffe Nets, to fnarle thee in thy way : 
And have procured, for thy befl intents. 
Reproof es, Contempts, and Clofe Imprifonfnents ; 
(As rigorous as ever were infli6led, 
Ofthofe that for High TreafonyZ?^^ convi^ed) 
Yea, that which might an honefl wealth have won thee, 
Was that, whereby they fought to have undone tJiee, 

Foule 
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Fatde Scandals , thy bejl ailions have attended. 

And as (if on thine Jnfamy depended 

The Kingdomes glory) Phamphletsy^i^ and bafe 

Yea, publike Mafques, and Playes, to thy dif grace, 

Werefet abroach \ tilljuJUy t/uy became, 

To thofe that made, and favoured them, ajhame. 

7n Rimes, and Libels, they have done thee wrongs ; 
Thou haft beene mentioned in their drunken Songs, 
Who nothing worfe unto thy charge could lay. 
But, that, tJwu didft notfeemfo bad as they, 
Meere Strangers, who are quite unknown of thee, 
(Altlumgh they fee not what thy manners be J 
Take pieafure to traduce thee, and to draw 
Thofe things in queftion, which they never f aw. 
Nay, at their publike meetings, few forbear e 
Tofpeak that fcandall, which they thinke, or Jieare. 

Eifnfince this Plague began, and whilft thy hand 
Recording was that ludgement on this Land ; 
Thou art informed, that, Weftward from this place 
(Somefcores of miles) a gcnerall rumous was 
Both of thy biding here, and of thy death. 
And, they who f aid, thou hadft expired thy breath, 
(Suppofing, as it feemes) it could not be 
That God from this Dtfeafe would fhelter thee) 
Reported alfo, that, of Grace forfaken. 
And, by the fin of drunkeneffe d retaken. 
Thou brokft thy neck. It may be thofe men thought, 
Thet when the Plague thy life to end had brought, 
Theyfhould have added fomewhat, to haveflaine 
The life of good Report, which might remaine. 

Nor was that ayme quite void. For, (though of all 
Groffefins, theftaine of that, leaft blur theefhall) 
Someftraight beleeifd what malice didfurmife\ 
Condemned thy Vertues, for Hypocrifies, 

Made 
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Made guilty all thy Lines ofevill ends ; 
Vid thecy as lob was ufed by his friends ; 
Did on thy Life unchrtflian Cenfures paffe ; 
Affirmed, thy Death hadjhou'ed what it was ; 
Andf many a one that heard it^Jhall not know 
Vntill his dying day, it was notfo. 
But, then they Jhall perceive^ that moftofthat 
Isfalfey which men of others ufe to prate. 

Butf wonder it is none, that thou among 
Some Strangers, in thy Faroe hajlfuffred wrong: 
FoTy lo, thy Neighbours (though tltey privy be 
To nofuch oH as may difparage thee. 
But unto many rather , which injhow. 
Appeared from a ChriJHan minde to flow) 
Ev*n they, in private whifp' rings, many times 
Have tctxed thee as guilty ofthofe crimes 
Thou never perpetratedfl \ but dofl more 
Abhor them, then do Mizers to bepoore. 
And from thofe blots the more thy life is free, 
The more is theirs defilde, by flaundring thee. 

In wicked Places (where yet never came 
Thy foot) fome a ^d follies in thy name : 
That others prefent, knowing not thy f cue, 
Might fpread abroad of thee, to thy dif grace, 
VVhat others did. And, fuh a mif chief e^ none 
BtU perfect Malice, could have thought upon. 

Thy very Prayers, and thy Charities 
Have mocked beene, andjud^d hypocrifes. 
When thou wert befl employed, thou wertfure 
The bafefl imputations to endure. 
When thy intentions have beene moflfincere. 
Mens mifconflru^ions alwayes harfhefl were \ 
And, when thy pioufl ailion thou hadft wrought. 
Then, they thegreaiefi mif chief e on thee brought. 

They 
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71h€ de/ly and moft approved ofthofe Laies, 

By thee compofedfar thy yLdkers prai/e ; 

Have lately greatly multiplied thy Foes^ 

And^ not procured alone the/pight ofthofe 

Whom bruHfh Ignorance befets among 

The mifconcerving and illiterate throng : 

Buty they who on the feats of l\x<^gtme^oX fate, 

Thee^ and ihofe Labours have inveighed at. 

The Learned, whojhould wifer men have beene^ 

Did cenfure that which they had never feene, 

Eifn they, who make f aire fJiewes offanflityy 

(God granty it be not with hypocrifie) 

Withfpightfulneffey th€U fcarce can matched be. 

Have Jhamefully traduced that, and thee. 

Nay, of the Clergy, fome (and of the chiefe) 

Have with unfeemely fury, pq/l beleefe, 

So undervctltid, andfo vilifid 

Thofe Labours (which the try all will abide. 

When their proud fpleene is wafkd) that, unleffe 

God had, in mercy, curbed their furioufneffe 

(And by his might abated, infome meafure. 

That potter ofaiUng their imperious pleafure) 

Their place, and that opinion they had gained, 

Of knowledge, andfincerity unfained. 

Had long ere this, no doubt, madefo contemned 

Thofe Lines, and thee ; that thou hadfl beene condemned 

Without a tricdl, Andfo true a feeling 

Hadfl gained ere now, ofbafe andpartiall deeding, 

That, JDifcontent might then have ur^d thy (lay, 

In hope this Plague, would that, have tooke away. 

But, thou by others, hafl recehfd thefHngs 
Of Malice, otherwayes, in other things, 
Thofe fnen, whofe over-groffe and open crimes, 
Arejuflly taxed in thine honefl Rimes, 

Have 
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Have by the generall notice of thy name. 
Sought how to bring thee to a generall Jhame^ 
By raifing caufeleffe rumors to be blowne 
Through evVy quarter where thy lines are knowne, 
For^ therms no place without an enuious carCy 
Andflandrous tongues be ready ei/ry where^ 
To cajl, with willingneffey dif grace on thofe. 
Of whom, fome good report, beforehand, goes, 
Andfince thou canfl not anfwer ev^ry man. 
As he thafs knowne in fome few Town/hips, can ; 
The falfeft Rumors Men divulge of thee, 
Doefoone become a common Fame to be. 

Moreover (that leffe caufe there may appeare, 
Why thoufhouldfl life defire, or dying feare) 
The mofl affected thing this world containes, 
Hath tortured thee with mofl heart-breaking paines. 
For, t/iey whom thou haft loved: they to whom 
Thou dtdfl obliged many wayes become : 
Yea they who knew thy faithfulneffe ; ev*n they 
Have made their outward kindneffes the way 
To make thee mofl ingracefull feeme to be. 
Yea, they have heaped more dif grace on thee. 
More griefes, and dif advantages, then all 
Thy Foes together, bring upon theefhall. 
And long purfued have, to thy vexation 
Their courfes with harfh trickes of aggravation ; 
Yet fHll pretending Love : which makes the curfe, 
Of this Afflinion twenty times the worfe, 
I will not fay that thou affiled art 
In this (by them) without thy owne defert: 
For who perceives in all how he offends ? 
Or thinks, that God correHion caufeleffe fends f 
Nor will I fay this injury proceeds. 
From any Malice. For, perhaps, it breeds 

From 
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From their dijkmper^d love. And God tojhew 
Some needfuU fecret (which thou beft maift know 
By this experiment) a while dothfleqfe, 
To make thy late Contenments thy Difeafe 

J%j^^/^ Acquaintance, who did many ayeare 
Enjoy thy fellowjhip (and glad appear e 
Tofeeme thy friends) have weaned out their love^ 
By length of time \ andflrangers now doe prove. 
Tfiou alfofeefly thy new acquaintance be 
IVome out asfafl cts gotten, For^ to thee 
Mofl come, for nothing but tofatisfie 
Their idle fruitleffe curiofitie: 
And, having feene, and found thee but a man, 
Their friend/hip ended, jufl as it began. 

Nay, they who all thy courfe of life havefeene. 
And (in appearance) have perfwaded beene. 
So well of thy uprigfUneffe, as if nought 
Could move in them, of thee, one evill thought: 
Thofe, by a little abfence, or the found 
Offome untrue Relation (wanting ground) 
Doe cUl their good opinion fometime change i 
SufpeSl thy manners, and themf elves eflrange, 
So unexpe^dly, and without caufe, 
That what to judge of them it makes theepaufe, 
For they that vertuous are, but in thefhow. 
Doe foone fufpeil, that all men elfe, arefo. 

Theft things are very bitter unto fuch 
Whofe hearts arefenfible to ejfry touch 
Of kindneffe, and unkindruffe ; and they make 
Life tedious, where thev deepe impreffion take. 
But, many other grief es thy Soule doegrinde\ 
And thou by them, art pained in a kinde 
So differing from the common-fenfe of others, 
(Although thy patience much dijlemper f mothers) 

That 
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That Reafon might me thinkes contented be^ 
Thou Jhouldjt pur fue thy Death tofet thee free, 

Ifpeake not this^ as if thou did/l repine 
At thefcy or any other lots of thine : 
Nor to dif courage thee^ hecaufe the World 
So little of her Grace on thee hath hurVd 
Fory I would have theefcorne her love ; and know 
That whether^ will favour thee or no, 
I will, in thy duefeafon, make thee rife 
To honor y by that way which men defpife : 
Eifn to thofe honor Sy which are greater then 
The greateft that conferred are, by men. 
Andy this I mentiony in reproach of them 
Whofe PridCy thy humble MufingSy doth coniemne : 
And to remember theCy how vaine it wercy 
Tofeekefor lifcy where fuch harfh dealings are, 

Andy as 7 would not have thee wifh to live 
For love of any thingy this world can give: 
SOy am 7 loath her troubles Jhould have powW 
To make theefeeke tojhorten life an houre. 
But rather in contempt of all herfpighty 
To lengthen //, untillpale Em^ie quite 
Confume her f elf e ; and thou at lafl befent 
From hencCy viihriouSy crowned with content, 

7 thereforCy herCy perfwade thee not to flay y 
That vainly thou mightflfoole thy life away : 
Ory that fome poore applaufes may be got \ 
Ory for fuch trifling ends cu profit not; 
Andy whereof Reafon fur difWu infers : 
Fory my opinion jumps in thaty with hers, 

I doe not counfell thee to caflafide 
That carCy which teacheth ivtfely to provide 
For wholfome Antidotes : Or to obferve 
Such courfeSy as are likely to preferve 

Thy 
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Thy body found: nor is it my intent^ 
Thoujhouldjl employ^ by way ofcompUmeni^ 
Thy tinu in vifUing infe^kd friends ; 
Whm to their conrfortings it little tends. 
Nor am I pleased in him that fo prefumes^ 
Orfuch a franiicke foolifhneffe affumes^ 
As defperately to thrufl himfclfe among 
The noifome breathings ofafickly throng^ 
When fuch a danger nothing may avaiU : 
Andy where the meanes of life will furely faHe, 
Nor would I now betray thee to thy fin ; 
Or worke thy loffes^ that thy foes may win ; 
Or make thee tempt thy God ; or grieve thy friends ; 
Or barre thy Labors of thy wifhed ends : 
Nor canfl thou thinke thy Reafon well hathfaid^ 
To caflfuch flumbling-blockeSy asfhe hath laid: 
For^ jufl and comely things^ I doe advife ; 
Andyfeehe not Mifchiefes, but their Remedies. 

A camall Wri^om^fayesfhefeeth not 
What knowledge and affurance may be got 
Ofthofe etemall things^ that objects are 
CyChrillian hope. But^ wherefore fhouldft thou feare 
What Flefli and Blood blafphemoufly hath f aid i 
Since, into thee cUrectdy are convaid 
Both Notions, and the reallfenfe of that 
Which they^ who would not fee, doeflumble at? 

Meere humane Reafon cannot rec^h to know 
Of many thoufand Creatures here below ^ 
Thefecret natures : Doe not wonder than^ 
That few celefiiall things perceive fhe can : 
But call to minde, that to beflefMy wife^ 
\s to befoolifli in Truths Myfteries. 
Give God the praife, who hath on thee beflowne 
A better apprehenflon then thine owne, 

Remetn- 
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Remember ftUl^ to cherijh this beleefe ; 
Let Prayer daily fet thy Faith releefe : 
And be affur^d that I advife thee bejlj 
What ^re thy camall 'RtiSonJhall fuggejf. 

If thou fuppofe that thou haft ought begun, 
Which may thy Country profit, bei^g done. 
Or honor God: proceed thou in his name. 
With cheerfulneffe, andfiniflt up the fame. 
For God will either give thee life to doe ity 
(Ifcaufe there be) or call another to it 
Of better gifts. And, if thou grudge at this, 
Thoufeekeft thine owne honor, more then his : 
And, though a pious purpofe t/iou pretend, 
Thy holyftiewes havefome unholy end 

Say, thou among the multitude muftfall', 
Say, they that hate thee, thereof triumph Jhall\ 
Or others (out of levity) contemne 
Thy courfe-, or thee unjufUy Jhould condemne, 
As KesSon pleads ^ what prejudice to thee 
Would this be more, thenfuch mens praifes be! 
What harme is this to thee when thou art gone f 
And haft nofenfe of any wrong thafs done ? 
What needftthou care, if all the world fuppofe 
To hell t/u>ufinkeft] if thy fpirit goes 
The way to Juaifn f And in that narrow path 
A bleffed being, unperceived hath ? 

Purfue brave Adlions, as a Chriftian ought. 
And, care not thou whatftuUl of them be thought : 
(Except to rouze up other men it be. 
By making them perceive what rouzed thee) 
When thou doft walke uprightly, walke thou on, 
Andfcome*to looke afide, who looks thereon : 
For, h^s a Foole (if not an hypocrite) 
That in wdl-doing feeleth no delight, 

VntUl 
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VfUiUfome witneffe of his deeds he know, 
Or feele fome praifes his proud failes to blow, 
Nayy he thai cannot in a vertuous deed^ 
( Wherein, his Confcience, warrants to proceed) 
Perfijl without returning, though hejhould, 
Of all the world together, be controuPd; 
Or, if he thought it not a favour too 
Thai God would call himfuch a worke to doe ; 
( Yea though that for his paines, hejhould become 
Abhor' d ^ all men, till the Day of Doome) 
Etfnfuch a Man is far re below that height ^ 
To which by perfect Vertue climbe he might \ 
And lofe he doth, byfeares that are in vaine. 
The bravefl honor that his Faith can gaine. 

Thy ReaSon fayes, thai thou afinner art] 
And, thereupon doth urge thee to depart. 
But wherefore Jhould the guilt of fin affright 
From flaying, rather then from taking flight ? 
For, tfthoufhalt remove away from hence. 
Thy guilt retaining, by impenitence, 
God luzth notfo his Plagues confined hither, 
But that they may purfue thee any whither. 
And whereas here, the danger, and thefeare, 
Encompaffing this place, might fo deierre^ 
So mollifie, and awe thy heart within thee ; 
So move, and to amend thy life^ fo win thee. 
That GodJJicUl clenfe thy foule of eifry flaine ; 
And reconcile thee to himfelfe againe: 
Perhaps, the wicked vaine fecurity, 
That will attend thee whither thoujhaltflye. 
May make the meafure ofthyfinrus compleater, 
Thy comforts fewer ; thy affliiUons greater \ 
IVhen leafi thou fear efl, mofl of all difeafe thee ; 
And keepe off this, thai fome worfe thing mayfeize thee. 

And 
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Andf though thy Reafon urge thee to beeUve^ 
Thy friends may wronged be^ or too much grieve^ 
By this adventure: /, thy Faith, affure thee^ 
That if my Motives may to flay procure thee^ 
(Forfuch goodpurpofes as I propofe) 
Thy Godfhallpay thyfrietids what ere they lofe\ 
Makefome (by fearing what thy dangers are) 
Of their owne wayes to take the greater care: 
Keepe others (by prefervinq of them fad) 
More watchfully that might elfe leffe heed have had: 
Andyflirre up thee for them^ and them for thecy 
So zealous in coniinuall vou*es to be^ 
As will (perchance) worfe perils drive away^ 
Then thofe^ which are fo feared^ in thy flay. 

Oh ! Gody how manyfoules, by fleeing hence 
Scape thiSy and catch a deadlier Peftilence ! 
How many hearts whom Feare doth fomewhat flrike 
With forroweSy which b^ns RepentanceV/i^, 
(Aful might by flaying here^ accomplifh that, 
Which eifry true Beleever aimeth at) 
Will fall from thofe beginnings, by their flight, 
And lofe the feeling of Gods Judgements, quite f 
How many I by wrong feeking to prevent. 
Their heat/nly Fathers loving chafHfement, 
Incorrigible in their lives will grow f 
And bring themf elves to utter overthrow ? 
And oh I what multitudes, by flaying here. 
Shall change their dread, into afiltall feare ? 
Their feare to love, and love, and laud thee too, 
For fending that, which they abhorred fo ! 

Like them, who in the Deeps employed be. 
Here, thou the wondrous works of Godfhaltfee. 
That thou maifl tell the world what he hath done ; 
Andfing thepraife oftliat Almighty-One 

To 
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To this^ and future ages, And^ for what 

Did he thy Soule and Bodyftrjl create f 

For whai redeetne thee ^ For what end infufe 

That Faculty, which thou dojl call thy Mufe ? 

For whaty kut for his honor ^ to declare 

Thofe ludgements and his Mercies which will here 

Bejhowne unto thee f and toflng the Story 

Of what thine eye beholdeth to his glory t 

Fory if not here, then where f Or if not noWy 

Then, at what other time expe^fl thou 

Sofaire an oprortunity, tojhow 

With how much readineffe thou couldfi beflow 

Thy lifcy and all thy faculties y on him 

(Andy for his fervici) who beflowed them f 

What nobler SubjeB can the world afford 

For thecy or for the Mufes to record^ 

Then will thofe ludgements, and thofe Mercies bCy 

Which God will in this place difclofe to thee 9 

IfRedSonfeekefomepurpofe in thy flay y 
Me thinks y this purpofe pleafe thy Reafon may : 
Fory tliough thofe men who love their oivne vaine praifCy 
Hceoe little care of their Creators waiesy 
Andfindefmallpleaflngneffe in thofe RelaiionSy 
Which are composed offuch like Obfervations ; 
Yety all the glorioufl alls ofgreatefl KingSy 
Are trivially worthleffcy bafe, andfoolijh thingSy 
Refpe6Hng thefe, Andy though fome nicer wits 
Scarce think thatfuch a Subje6l well befits 
Their artfuU Mufes. Yety twixt this and that 
Whereon they love to plod and meditaiCy 
Therms much more dijjprencey then betwene their Laies 
And thofe which they doe mofl of all difpraife : 
And they who live (the time) I hope fhcUl fee, 
Thefe Poems, muchy more prized then they be: 

Yeay 
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Via, though it may appeare to common Reafon, 
An afl impertimnty and out offeafon^ 
Forfuch an end as this to make thyjlay : 
Let not her carnall Sophifmes thee difinay. 
Forfince thoufeeji a vaine Hiflorian dares 
His perfon to adventure in the warreSy 
That he {forfame^ or hire) may write ajlory 
Of what is done to his Commanders glory : 
This a^ion^ wherefore Jhouldjl thou ftartle from^ 
As if thy Judgement it would mif-becomet 
Ifjufl it be^ our fafeties to contemner 
Infuch a cafe (if that be good in him) 
How much morejufly is thy adventure^ then 
Whofin^fl thepraife of Gody and not of men f 
How much morefafely woUJuft thou^ then they ? 
How much more glory, and how much more pay , 
Can thy grecU Captaine give thee f And howfmall 
Should be thy feare f Jf thou fhouldfl feare at all 

Nor to thy God, or to thy f elf e alonCy 
Will acceptable fervices be done 
By flaying here : but peradventure fome 
T/iat living are^ and fome , in time to conUy 
May reap advantage by it, and confeffe. 
That thou wert borne for them ; and didfl poffeffe 
And ufe thy life, not for thy f elf e alone^ 
But that to others profit might be done. 

The getCrall notice which men take of thee ^ 
Will make thy actions more obferved be 
Then thofe of twenty others, who doefeeme 
Jn their ffnall circuits, men of great efleeme : 
And, when hereafter it is knowne abrocul, 
To what good purpofes thou mad^fl abode 
In this afflifled City : on wliat ground. 
Thy blamed refolution thou dofl found: 

How 
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Haw fmfible thou wert of edry fearty 
And of each perill t?um adventredft here : 
How many friends thou hadjl toflye unto : 
How much elfewhere thou mightfl have found to do ; 
What Cenfures thoujhouldfl hazzard^ in thy flay : 
What pleafures wooed thee to come away : 
How, thy continuing here was not by chance 
By dif content, or humorous ignorance : 
How, no compulfion, noperfwading Friend, 
No office, hope ofgaine, or fuck like end 
Neceffitated thee, Itea, when byfuch, 
Who are tofeare enflaved overmuch 
All this is heeded well\ And when menjhall 
Confider it, comparing there withall, 
What caufes moved thee ; what meditation 
Confirmed thy flay ; whcU kind of converfation 
Thou daily pra£Hfedfl\ and what good ufe 
They may from thy ex^nmeoXs produce \ 
It will perchance occafionfome to leame 
Thofe things, which yet they doe not well difceme : 
Help, in good Refolutions,fome to arme : 
Some weake ones in temptations much confirme : 
Tofome become a meanes to make them fee 
That men defpifed, may enabled be. 
By Faith, to keepe their place undaunted there. 
Where men of better feeming gifts doe fear e. 
And peradventure thou matfl compaffe that 
Which likelier men in vaine have aymed at. 

For, though it may be /aid this place hathflore 
By Calling and by Gifts, adapted more 
Forfuch a taske; and that there may befome, 
That have no warrant for departing from 
Thefe noyfome flreets, who well enough may take 
This paines ; and thereof thee eoocufed make, 

I Yet 
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Yet^JhaU not that excufe thee, For^ all they 
Have Callings, which employ them wholly may. 
Veay they whofe wits are abler ^ think not on 
That worke^ percfiance^ as needfull to be done. 
Or if they doe y perhaps^ they may expire 
Before they have performed it ; or tire. 
And though theyfhould makeperfit their defignes : 
Yet their obfcurity, may barre their Lines 
From taking that effeH^ which if thou write^ 
Thy being far more knoivne^ accomplijh might 
Fory Fame prevailes with many (now adaies) 
Andy (^uncouth'd, unkift (as Chzucerfaies,) 
Or grant that many had the fame attempted^ 
(And men of note) yet wert thou not exempted, 
Fory befl it isy when fuch like things as thefe 
Confirmed are by many witneffes, 

Befide ; ifthofe affurances which thou 
Shalt publifh (and thy Faith fkall well aUow) 
Affirmed were by none but fuch as they 
Who might not from this place depart away 
Without much loffe, or blame: meere naturall men 
Might have contemned all thofe counfelSy theny 
And all thofe jufl reproof eSy that mayy by thee^ 
Or any other man objeiled bCy 
Againfl their flavi/h Feares : and may reply y 
That no manflaidy but he that could notflye : 
Or that none durfl become a voluntary, 
In fuch a Fire^for confcience fakcy to tarie: 
Andy that no mortall man hadpdi/r obtained 
To bide fuch brunts, till outwardly conftrairid 
Wherecu thy free abiding here, ivill move 
Much better thoughts : thy conftancy approve ; 
Procure the more beleefe to thy Relations ; 
Tlu more effefluall make thy good perfwafions : 

And 
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And flop their moutheSy who might fonte other way 
Thy paines have wron^d^ had aught procured thyjiay. 

Oh / far^far be ity that Lull, Avarice, 
TheJIrong diJUmpers offome haiefidl Vice, 
Aflupid Melancholy, or the tumors 
Offome wilde Paflion, or faniafUcke Humors, 
Should fixe more fioutnefje in the heart of man ^ 
Then temperate^ and pious knowledge can. 
Far be U^ that old women, y^ their pay y 
Or Sextons y£?r as little hire, as they. 
We in the walks ofTy^aShflunUd walking fee 
Without allfeare ; yety they deterred be^ 
Who boafl of knowledge \ and have fungy andfaidy 
That though in Deaths black ihadowes they were laidy 
TTuy wotdd without difmay continue there \ 
Becaufe Gods Rod, and Sta£fe, their keepers are. 
Oh / let not this befo : And be it far 
From proving trut \ that they whofiudious are 
Of Wifdome, and of Piety, fhouldfhrinkey 
IVhere hCy whofe head peece is but amCd with drinkcy 
Sits fearUffe : (?r, that Vfe, or Cuttome^^w// 
Embolden morcy then Chriflian Faith, and all 
The Morall Vertues : Or, that thou fhouldft yeeld 
To camall Reafon, and forgot the Field. 

Moe Arguments Jcouldy as yet, exprefjcy 
To prove thy flaying hath much ufefulneffe: 
As that it were uiMndneffe toforfake 
Thofeperfons herCy who comfort in thee take, 
Fory fome profeffe already y that they bidcy 
By thy exampUy greatly fortifi^dy 
(In their compiled flay J by feeing thee 
So willingly y their grtefes companion be, 
Yeay many a onCy obferving thee to flay y 
Confeffethy he dothfhame toflye away, 

1 2 Thereby y 
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Ther^y^ thofe Refolutums they have ^t 
Which very lately they embraced not; 
And mighty perhaps^ if now thoujhouldjl depart^ 
Become afraid^ hecaufe thoufearfuU art. 

Me thinkSy it is unmanUneffe to flic 
From thofCy in woCy whom inprofperity 
Thou lovedjl: yea^ tis bafeneffcy not tojhare 
In eifry forrow which thy friends doe bearcy 
As well as in their pleafureSy if they be 
Suchfriendsy asfome of thine doefeeme to thee. 

Hercy thou haft long contini^d On the bread 
OfDcuntieSy in this City thou heft fed, 
HerCy thou haft laught andfung\ and here thou haft 
Thy youthfull yeareSy in many follies paft\ 
Abu?d thy Chriflian4ibertyy and trod 
That Maze, which brings forgetfulneffe of God 
HerCy thy txasxr^tyfome corrupted hath ; 
HerCy thou haft moved thy Creators wrath : 
HerCy thou hafl finned \ and thyfinnes they werCy 
Which holpe to bring this Plague now raging here. 

Here, thereforCy doe thou fafl : herCy doe thou mourtUy 
Andy intofighesy and teareSy thy laug/iter tume. 
HerCy yeeld thy f elf e to prifony till thwfee. 
At this Affize, how God vjill deale by thee : 
Eifn herCy the time redeeme thou : herCy reftore 
By good examplesy thofe whom heretofore 
Thou haft offended: herCy thyfelfe apply 
Godsjuft incenfed wrath to pacific. 
HerCyjoyne in true Repentance, to remove 
That Storme which now defcendeth from above. 
And theny or live or dycy this Place, to thee 
A place of RefugCy and of ioy fhall be. 
Nor Sin, nor Death, nor Hell, nor any thing 
Shall difcontentmentyfearCy or perUl bring 

Which 
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W/ticA to thy Saule or Body^Jhall become 

A difadvantage^ but helpefave thee from 

Deftndlion : loyeSy as yety unfelt, procure : 

In all temptations J make thy mindefecure : 

Difcover plainly how thy ^tzion failed \ 

And^ make thee bleffe the time, thy Ybx^ prevailed. 

But, thou dofl want a Calling (REASO N cries) 
Thy flaying in this place to warrantize. 
And, that untill thereof thou dofl obiaine 
The full affurance, all myfpeech is vaine, 
Tndeed, the glorioufl worke we can begin, 
Vnleffe God call us to it, is a fin, 
And therefore, ei/ry man fhould feeke to know 
What, God, and what vaine Fancy cats him to. 
For, Pride, and over-weening Arrogance, 
The Devili, or a zealous Ignorance, 
Suggefb falfe warrants ; and allureth men 
To dangerous adventures, now and iheti : 
Yea, maketh fome, from Gods commands to fall. 
And take employments at the Devils call. 

To fudge thy Calling, then, learne this of me, 
That, fome Vocations ordinary be. 
Some extrcufrdinary. If thou take 
An ordinary Calling, thou mufl mctke 
The common entrance, which that paufr doth give 
Within whofe lurifdidtion thou dofl live : 
Elfe (whatfoever caufe thou dofl pretend) 
7t is Intrui^on .- and thoufhalt offend. 

Iftliou conceivefl thou fome Calling haft 
Jn ExtrcLordinary \ fee it paft 
By Gods allowance, from Gods holy Writ, 
Before fuch time as thou accept of it. 
And, then, beware that nothingforce thee back. 
Or, make thee in thine Office to beflacke, 

1$ In 
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In briefs 'y a Calling extraordinaiy, 
Tojujlifie itfdfej thefe Markes muftcarie\ 
Andy ifitfaile ofifienty but in the leaji^ 
Thy Confcience is deluded in the reJL 

Gods glory will be aymed at, in chiefe : 
It will be grounded on a true beleefe : 
It doth not Gods revealed will oppofe : 
No flep that erres from Charity it goes : 
It feeketh not, what cannot be enjoy'd : 
It makes no ordinary calling void : 
Some caufe not frequent mud invite thereto : 
And (to accomplijh what thou ha/l to doe) 
Some Gift, that's proper for it, mufl be given, 
And then, thou had diy Calling feal'd from heaven. 

Approve ihyfdfe by thefe^ and thoujhaltfeey 
That^ God^ no doubly hath truly called iheCj 
To this adventure. For^ thy heart intends 
His praife in this^ above cUl other ends. 
Thou dojl beleeve^ that (whether live or dye) 
Thy Jiay Jhall Jomewhat adde^ to glorifie 
Thy bleffed Maker ; and that fomething Jhall 
To thine f and others profits ^ here^ befall. 
Thy ludgementy to thy Confcience nought difdofethy 
Wherein it Gods revealed Will oppofeth : 
It well agrees with Charity, and tryes 
To compaffe no impoffibilities. 
Nor hinders it^ nor calls it thee from ought 
Which is more neceffary to be wrought. 
A Caufe not ordinary now requires 
TTiy prefence here \ andy God himfelfe infpires 
Thy Breft with Eefolutions that agree 
Tofuch an action. Gifts, which none but he 
Can givCy he gives thee; fuchy as are by Nature, 
Not found in any fubcaslefiiall CreaturCy 

But 
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Buty meerly of his Grace: and^facky as none 
Can counterfeit^ by all that may be done. 

Andy whence are all thefe Mufings here escprefif 
Whence come thefe con^alings within thy brefl 
Thifixt Me and Reafon ? who is it that nuikes 
Thy heart fo fearleJfCy nowfuch horror fhakes 
Thefoules of others f what embolden can 
The frightfull fpirit of a naturall man^ 
Infuch apparant dangers to abide f 
And yet, his Reafon nothing from him hide, 
Thatfeemeth to be dreculfull\ neither leave him 
Such AymeSy orfuch like Pafflons to deceive him. 
As harden others f IVho, but he, that gtoeth 
Eachperfit Gift ; thefe Gifts to thee deriveth t 
Andfure he nought beflowes, but theretvithall 
He fends occafions that employ itjhall. 

Few Officers fltall want a doubtfulneffe 
That they their places doubtfuUy poffeffe, 
Jfthis be doubtfull\ whether God (or no) 
Hath ccUled thee to what 7 bid thee doe. 
For^ outward Callings, mofl men doe^ or may 
Intrude upon, by fome fimfier way : 
By Symony, by Bribery, by Spoiles, 
By open Violence, orfecret Wiles. 
And therefore (though the Seales ^j/* Kings they gaine 
Toftrengthen what unduly they obtaine) 
Some doubting of their Callings may be had 
To God wardy though fuch doubts be rarely nuide, 

Butyfor thy Calling thou Commiffion haft 
Sofirme ; and itfo many Seales hathpafl^ 
That nothing Jhould induce thee tofufpdt 
Thy Warrant, or diflruji a good effeh, 

Gody from thy Cradle, feemes to have ordaitid thee 
To fuch a purpofe : for, he yearly traitfd thee 

1 4 Through 



199 



Br IT TAN'S CanLi. 

Through fei^raU careSy and perils^ fo inure 
Thy hearty to what he meant thoujhouldjl endure : 
Elfe whyjhouldfl thou (whofe a£lums honejl were 
To Man ward^ though to God wardfoule they are) 
Be more for that afflUled^ which dothfeeme 
(Tofome) a worke deferving good eJUemey 
Then are a multitude in thefe our times^ 
Conviiled of the mofi notorious crimes t 

Why, at thy very birth, did he infufe 
Thy Soule with naturall hdpes to forme thy Mufe, 
Which is a Faculty not lent to many. 
Nor by meere Art attained to, of any f 
To thee, why gave he Knowledge, j^A a tvay 
As others life it by? And why I fray 
Did he befhw upon theefo much Fame 
For tfiofefew childifh lines that thou didfl frame 
In thy minority f Why did he then 
(TTunfcaru a man) enroule thy Name itnth men $ 
And make thee to be praiid and prised before 
Thofe men whofe Yeares, and Sciences are more 9 
What was there in thy Poems ? what in thee, 
ThatfeenCd not worthy of contempt to be. 
Much more then of applaufe f And what hqfi thou 
From f come tofave thee, but Gods mercy now f 

Beleeve it, he divulgeth not thy Name 
For thine owne honor : But to make the fame 
A meanes offpreculing his. From perills pafl 
Hefcn^d not thee, for any worth thou hafi, 
But, to declare his Mercies, At thisfeafon. 
He moves this plea betwixt thy Faith and Reafon, 
Not to be paffed over, as in vaine ; 
But, in thy Breft true courage to maintaine. 
Thy Mufe he gave thee, not to exercife 
Her povfr in bafe and fruitleffe vanities, 

Or 
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Or to befUendd: but^ to tnagniJU 
The wondrous workings of his Majefty. 

And^ as the fecUes ^ Kings authorize thofe 
To whom they doe their Offices difpofe^ 
SOy thefe are Signes which force enough doe cary 
Tofeale this calling extraordinary : 
Andy they whofleight the fame will infome meafure 
Incur the King of heavens high difpUafure, 

More might be f aid {/tereofto make a proof e) 
Buty more to fay y were more then is enough. 
Of this y no fiirt fiery therefore y *fle difpute ; 
Buty bid thee flay y thy Place to execute. 

When FAITH\i2A made \h\^ pleading in my brefl 
My EEASONYfzs perfwaded to protefl 
Her full aflent, to what (he firfl gainfaid, 
Which, that it might be conflantly obey'd, 
My Confciencey in her Court, did foone decree ; 
And, all my thoughts were then at peace in me. 

From that time forward, neither Friend, nor Foe, 
Could flarde me in what I meant to doe. 
No vaine deiires within me did controule 
My purpofe : no diilrufls did fright my foule : 
Nor feemed it, fo dangerous, to flay. 
As (knowing what I knew) to flye away. 

For, though thefe Arguments, and fuch as thefe, 
Can never fit in all mens ConfcienceSy 
The jufl Meridian (feeing, variations 
In manifold refpe<5ls, make alterations) 
Yet, mine they futed with ; and may, and fhall 
Be fome way ufefuU, to my Readers all. 
I wifht it fo : For, I was then infpired 
With love to all ; and all mens weale defired. 
Me thought, I pitied thofe, who fliould not fee 
What God within this place did fhow to me : 

I 5 And 
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And fhould have grieved to have beene conflrained, 

Within the City, not to have remained. 

For by my felfe, when I to cenfure brought 

My prefent Lott ; it pleas'd me : and, me thought, 

That, God vouchfafed to employ me fo. 

And fumifh me for what I was to doe, 

With fuch a healthful! body, and a minde 

To adl his will fo readily enclin'd ; 

It feem*d more comfort, and more honour far, 

Then if a Monarkes Favorite I were, 

Or might for temporall refpe<5ls become 

The nobleft perfon of all Chrijlendotne, 

And, if I ftiall not dill this minde embrace, 

A dog halfe hanged is in better cafe. 

For, when that favour I doe value leffe, 

I fhall grow fenfeleffe of all happineffe. 

Oh ! God, how great a blefling, then, didft thou 
Confer upon me ? And what Grace allow ! 
Oh ! what am I, and what my parentage ? 
That Thou of all the Children of this Age 
Didll chufe out me, fo highly to prefer, 
As of thy A6lSy to be a RegiJUr ? 
And give me Fortitude and Refolution, 
To Hay, and view thy Judgements execution ? 
That, I (hould live to fee thy Angell here, 
Ev'n in his greatefl dreadfulneife appeare 9 
That, when a thoufand fell before my face, 
And at my right hand (in as little fpace) 
Ten thoufand more, I (hould be ftill protedled 
From that contagious blafl, which them infe<5led ! 
That, when of Arrowes thou didft Ihoot a flight 
So thick by day, and fuch a florme by night 
Of pois'ned (liafts ; I, then, (hould walke among 
The (harpeft of them ; and yet paflTe along 

Vnharm'd ? 
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Vnharm*d ? And that I ftiould behold the path 
Which thou do(l pace in thy hot burning wrath, 
(Yet not confume to Afhes) what a wonder 
To me it feeraes, when thereupon I ponder ! 

How great a grace it was, whofe tongue can fay, 
That I who am but breathing du(l and clay, 
Should waking (and in all my fenfes, well) 
Walke downe the Grave almofl as low as hell, 
Yet come againe unfcarred ? and have leave 
To live and tell what there I did perceive ! 
Yea come (as from the dead) againe to fhow 
The faithleffe world what terrors are below ! 
(And juflifie, that though a man me fent 
Ev'n from the Grave to move men to repent, 
No Faith would in thofe hearers be begot. 
Who Mofis and the Prophets credit not.) 

How great a Mercy was it, that when I 
Was thought in dangers, and in griefes to lye, 
That, for my Shepherd I had thee my God ? 
And in the path of bed contentments trod ? 
That I, on fweetefl Pleafures banqueted. 
When other men did eate Affliilions breads 
That, I had perfe<Sl joyes ev'n in my teares? 
Affured fafety in my greatell feares 1 
A thoufand comforts, whereof, they who lived 
In better-feeming flates, were quite deprived ? 
And much content, which they will never know, 
Who keep thofe paths in which the Vulgar go. 

What matchleffe benefits were thefe ! & whence 
Canfl thou, that gav'fl them, have thy recompence, 
But from thy felfe ? Or who but thou alone 
Can give me heart enough to thinke upon 
Thefe Graces as I ought ^ Oh ! therefore, daigne 
To make my brell fufficient to containe 

That 
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That meafure of due thankfulnefle, which may 
Accepted be, for what I cannot pay. 
And, fuffer not my frailties, or my lin 
To hide againe, what thou dofl now begin 
To make me fee ; but grant to me thy grace, 
For ever, to behold thy cheerfull face. 

Nor Oile, nor Comc^ nor Wine can glad me fo : 
Nor ihall their brutifli lovers ever know 
What joyes within my breft begotten be, 
When thy pleas'd countenance doth (hine on me. 
Let thofe who of great Kings affedlions boafl, 
(And for their favours are engaged mod) 
Thofe who poffeife (their ftarveling foules to pleafe) 
Sweet Gardens, Groves, and curious Palaces, 
Rich lewels, large Revenues, princely Stiles, 
The flatteries of Lords, and female fmiles. 
The pleafures of the Chamber, and the Fields, 
All thofe which dainty fare, or Mufique yeelds. 
The City or the Court ; and all that fluffe 
Of which their hearts can never have enough : 
Let thefe, and thofe who their defires approve, 
With fuch entifmg Ohjc6b fall in love .• 
Let them purfue their fancies, till they finde 
What forrowes and difgraces come behinde : 
And let them furfet on them, till they fee 
By tride experience, what their fruit will be. 
I never (hall envy their happineffe ; 
Nor covet their high fortunes to poflefle, 
If thou preferve me flill in thy prote<5lion, 
And cheere my fpirit by thine eyes refle6lion. 
For then I fhall not feare the fcomes of fuch : 
My cares, or wants (hall never grieve me much : 
I fliall not need to crouch and fue to them. 
Who thee, and me, and vertue (feall contemne. 

I 
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I fliall nor fhrinke nor (lartle, when I heare 

Thofe evill tidings, which men daily feare. 

Nor leave my (landing, though that in the roome 

Of this great PeJliletKe^ a Warre (hould come. 

Or (which were worfe) another Fiery triall^ 

To force us, of thy Truth to make denialL 

And, in thefe fearful! times, no temporal! bliffe 

Would feeme a greater priviledge then this, 

To thofe, who now with trembling foules, expe<Sl 

What our proceedings will at lad effedl. 

Yea, they, perhaps, who now are llupifi'd, 

Will praife my lot, whe they their chance have try'd. 

But (though ev'n all men living (hould defpife 
The comfort of it) I the fame will prifc. 
I praife thee for it, LORD, and here emplore 
That I may praife thee for it, evermore : 
That thefe expre(rions of thy love to me, 
May helpfull alfo to thy praifes be 
In other men : And (if it may be fo) 
In other times, and other places too : 
And, that the (hewing how I did compofe 
The warre which twixt my Faith and Reafon rofe, 
May teach fome others how they (hould debate 
Such doubts within themfelves ; and arbitrate 
(Within their Court of Confcimce) what is fit 
To be concluded, and fo pradlife it. 
For, why fo largely, I have this expreft. 
That, was not, of my purpofes, the lea(i 

I beg moreover, that I may purfue 
To utter that which I have yet to (hew. 
And, that nor Sloth, nor Want, nor any Let, 
May to thefe Poemes their lad period fet, 
Till I have made my Readers to conceive, 
That this was undertaken by thy leave : 

And 
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And, tliat my Cenfurers may come to fay, 
There was an ufefuU purpofe in my (lay : 
Or, (hew me what they (fid ; or, what I might 
Have done to better ufes in my flight. 

I laftly, crave (which is, I tnid, begun) 
That, I the way of thy Commands may run, 
The remnant of my Talent^ and my dayes, 
Employing in good a6lions, to thy praife : 
That, I, for ever, may thofe paths refufe 
Which may unhallow, or pervert my Mufe: 
And that, when this is done, I may not fall 
Through Pride or Sloth ; as if this a<5l were all : 
But, humbly flrive fuch other workes to doe, 
As thou required, and I was borne unto. 
Yea fumi(h me with ev'ry thing by which 
I beft may ferve thee, and I (hall be rich. 

This beg I, Lord; and nothing elfe I crave. 
For, more then that, were leflTe then nought to have : 
I b^ of thee, nor Fame, nor mortall praife, 
Nor camall pleafures, nor yet length of dayes, 
Nor honors, nor vaine wealth, but, jufl what may 
The Charges of my Pilgrimage defray. 

Oh grant me this ; and heare me when I call : 
For, if thou (land not by me, I (hall fall 

The fourth Canto. 

Our Mufe, in this fourth Canto^ writes 
Of melancholy thougliis, and fights: 

What changes were in every place \ 

What Ruines in a little fpaa: 
How Trades, and how provifions faiVd \ 
Ho7v Sorrow thrived ; ho7V Death prcvaiPd ; 
Andy how in triumph he did ride^ 

With 



206 



Cant./^ Remembrancer. 103 

With all his horrors^ by his fide. 

To LO ND O N, then.Jhe doth declare 
How fating her afflihions were 
To former finnes : what good and bad 
EffedlSy this Plague produced had: 
What friendly Champions, and wJiat Foes 
For us did fight, or us oppofe : 
And, haw the greateji Plague of all 
On poore Artificers, did fall. 

Then, from the Fields, new grief efhe takes, 
And, ufefull Meditations makes : 
Relates, hawflowly Vengeance came. 
How, God forewarned us of the fame: 
What other Plagues to this were joyned : 
And, here and there are interlined 
Vpbraidings, warnings, exhortations, 
And, pertinent expoflulations. 

WHen Confcience had allowed my Commiffion 
For flaying, & declared on what condition ; 
I did not onely feele my heart confent 
To entertaine it, with a full content, 
But alfo, found my felfe prepared fo 
To execute the worke I had to do. 
That without paine (me thought) I was employed. 
And all my Fqffions to good ufe enjoy'd. 

For, though God freed my foule from (leLviihfeare, 
Yet, fo much awe he flill preferred there. 
As kept within my heart fome naturall fenfe 
Of his difpleafure, and of penitence. 
He gave me loyes, yet left fome Griefe withall. 
Left I into fecurity might fall ; 
Or, lofe the fellow-feeling of that paine. 
Whereof, I heard my neighbours to complaine. 

He 
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He lent me health : yet, ev'ry day fome twitches 
Of pangs unufuall ; many qualmes, and flitches 
Of (hort continuance, my poore heart afiailed, 
That I might heed the more what others ayled. 
He kept me hopefull : and yet, now and then, 
His rods (wherewith, in love, he fcourgeth men) 
Did make me fmart ; lefl elfe I might alTume 
The liberty of WatUom^ and prefume. 
My ordinary meanes was made their prey, 
. Who feeke my fpoile, and lately tooke away. 
Yet, me with plenties, daily he did feed. 
And I did nothing want, which I could need. 
Which God vouchfafed to alTure to me, 
That when unufuall workes required be ; 
He will (e're we (hall want what's neceflary) 
Supply us by a meanes, not ordinary. 

By many other fignes, unmention'd here, 
Gods love, and providence, did fo appeare, 
And fo me thought ingage me, to remove 
What ever to his work a let might prove ; 
That (fo farre forth as my fraile nature could 
Admit, and things convenient fufier would) 
My owne Affaires afide, a while I threw, 
And bent ray felfe, with heedfulneffe, to view 
What, worth my notice, in this Plague I faw. 
Or, what good ufes I from thence might draw. 

But, farre I needed not to pace about, 
Nor long enquire to finde fuch Objects out. 
For, ev'iy place with forrowes then abounded, 
And ev'ry way the cryes of Mourning founded. 
Yea, day by day, fucceffively till night. 
And from the evening till the morning light. 
Were Sccsnes of Griefe, with (Irange variety. 
Knit up, in one continuing Tragedy, 

No 
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No fooner wak*d I, but twice twenty knels, 
And many fadly-founding/^«^-^^/y, 
Did greet mine eare, and by their heavy towles, 
To me gave notice that fome early foules 
Departed whilfl T flept : That other fome 
Were drawing onward to their longed home ; 
And, feemingly, prefag'd, that many a one 
Should bid the world good-nighty e're it were noonc 

One while the mournful! Tenor, in her tones 
Did yeeld a found as if in deepe fet grones, 
She did bewaile the forrow which attends 
The feparation of thofe loving friends, 
The Soule and Body. Other while, agen, 
Me thought, it calFd on me, and other men 
To pray, that God would view them with compaffio. 
And give them comfortable feparation. 
(For, we (hould with a fellow-feeling, share 
In ev*ry forrow, which our brethren beare) 
Sometime my Fancy tuned fo the Bell, 
As if her Totvlings did the flory tell 
Of my mortality, and call me from 
This life, by oft, and loudly founding. Come, 

So long the folitary nights did lad 
That I had leafure my accounts to cad ; 
And think upon, and over-think thofe things, 
Which darkneife, lonelineffe, and forrow brings 
To their confideration, who doe know. 
From whence they came, and whither they mud go. 

My Chamber entertain'd me all alone, 
And in the roomes adjoyning lodged none. 
Yet, through the darkfome filent night did flye 
Sometime an uncouth noife ; fometime a cry, 
And fometime moumfull callings, pierc'd my roome. 
Which came, I neither knew from whence, nor whom. 

And 
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And, oft betwixt awaking and aileepe, 
Their voices who did talke, or pray, or weepe, 
Vnto my liftning eares a paffage found, 
And troubled me, by their uncertaine found. 
For, though the founds themfelves no terror were, 
Nor came from anything that I could feare ; 
Yet, they bred Mufings ; and thofe muHngs bred 
Conj'e^uringSy in my halfe fleeping head .• 
By their Conje<Slures into minde were brought 
Some reall things, before quite out of thought ; 
They, divers Fancies to my foule did (hew. 
Which me Hill further, and flill further drew 
To follow them ; till they did thoughts procure 
Which humane frailty cannot long endure : 
Ev'n fuch, as when I fully was awake, 
Did make my heart to tremble, and to ake. 
And, when fuch frailties have difheartned men, 
Oh ! God, how bufie is the Devill then ? 

I know in part his malice, and the wayes 
And times, and thofe occafions which he layes 
To worke upon our weakneflTe ; and there is 
Scarce any which doth (hew him like to this. 
I partly afro know by what degrees 
He worketh it ; how he doth gaine or leefe 
His labours ; and fome fenfe I have procured. 
What pangs are by the foule that while endur'd. 

For, though my God, in mercy, hath indu'd 
My Soule with Knowledge, and with Fortitude 
In fuch a meafure, that I doe not feare 
(Didradledly) thofe tortures which appeare 
In folitaiy darkneffe : yet, fome part 
Of this, and of all frailties in my heart 
Continues he ; that fo I might confefle 
His mercies with continuall thankfulnefle. 

And 



2IO 



Caut 4' Remembrancer. 105 

And, fomewhat (evermore) about me beare, 
Which unto me my frailties may declare. 
Yea (though without dillemper, now it be) 
So much of thofe grim feares are (hewed me. 
Which terrifi'd my childhood, and which make 
The hearts of aged men, fometimes to quake ; 
That I am fenfible of their eftate ; 
And can their cafe the more companionate, 
Who on their beds of death doe pained lye, 
Exird from comfort, and from company, 
When dreadfull Fancies doe their foules afright, 
Begotten by the melancholy night 

Glad was I, when I faw the Sun appeare, 
(And with his Rayes to bleffe our Hemifpliere) 
That from the tumbled bed I might arife, 
And with more lightfomneiTe refrelh mine eyes : 
Or with fome good companions, read, or pray, 
To pafTe, the better, my fad thoughts away : 
For, though fuch thoughts ofl ufefull are, and good ; 
Yet, knowing well, I was but flefh and blood, 
I alfo knew mans naturall condition 
Mud have in joyes, and griefes, an intermiilion, 
Left too much joy fliould fill the heart with folly, 
Or, too much griefe breed dangerous melancholy. 

But, when the Morning came, it little (hewed, 
Save light, to fee difcomfortings renewed : 
For, if I (laid within, I heard relations 
Of nought but dying pangs, and lamentations. 
If in the Streets I did my footing fet, 
With many fad difafters there I met 
And, objedls of mortality and feare, 
I faw in great abundance ev'ry where. 

Here, one man (lagger'd by, with vifage pale : 
There, lean'd another, grunting on a flail. 

A 
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A third, halfe dead, lay gafping for his grave ; 
A fourth did out at window call, and rave ; 
Yonn came the Bearers^ fweating from the Pity 
To fetch more bodies to replenifli it 
A little further off, one fits, and fhowes 
Thej5>^/5, which he Deaths tokens doth fuppofe, 
(E're fuch they be) and, makes them fo indeed ; 
Which had \ittxifignes of healthy by taking heed. 
For, thofe round-purple-fpots^ which mod have thought 
Deaths fatall tokens (where they forth are brought,) 
May prove Life tokens^ if that ought be done, 
To helpe the worke, which Nature hath begun. 
Whereas, that feare, which their opinion brings 
Who threaten Death ; the want of cordiall things 
(To helpe remove that poifon from the heart, 
Which Nature hath expelled thence in part) 
And then, the Sickmans liberty of having 
Cold drinks, and what his appetite is craving, 
Brings backe againe thofe humours peflilent. 
Which by the vitall pow'rs had forth beene fent. 
So by recharging him that was before 
Nigh fpent, the fainting Combatant gives oVe : 
And he that cheerfully did raife his head, 
Is often, in a moment, flrucken dead. 
Feare alio helps it forward. Yea, the terror 
Occafion'd, by their fond and common error, 
Who tell the^^i^, that markt for Death they be, 
(When thofe blew f pots upon their flefh they fee) 
Ev*n that hath murthred thoufands, who might here 
Have lived, elfe, among us, many a yeare. 

For, if the Surgeons^ or the Searchers, know 
Thofe markeSy which for the markes of death do goe. 
From commonfpotSy 01 purples, (which we mull 
Confeffc, or eUe all kinde of fpots diftruft) 

Then 
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Then, fuch as we Death-tokens call were feene 
On fome, that have long fmce recovered beene. 

Before I learned this, I fixt mine eyes 
On many a private mans calamities, 
And faw the Streets (wherein a while agoe 
We fcarce could paffe, the people fiU'd them fo) 
Appeare nigh defolate ; yea, quite forlome 
And for their wonted vifitants to moume. 

Much peopled Wejiminjler^ where late, I faw, 
So many revVend Judges of the Law, 
With Clients, and with Suitors hemmed round : 
Where Courts and Palaces did fo abound 
With bufneffes : and, where, together met 
Our Thrones of lujlice^ and our Mercy-feat \ 
That place, was then frequented, as you fee 
Some Villages on Holy-dayes will be 
When halfe the Townefhip, and the hamlets nigh 
Are met to revell, at fome Parifti, by. 
Perhaps, the wronging of the Orphans caufe, 
Denying, or perverting of the Lawes 
There pra6lifed, did fet this Plague abreeding, 
And fent the Terme from Wejhninjler to Reading, 
Her goodly Church and Chappelly did appeare 
Like fome poore Minjkr which hath twice a yeare 
Foure vifitants : And, her great Hall^ wherein 
So great a Randevow had lately bin, 
Did look like thofe old Structures, where long fmce 
Men fay, King Arthur kept his refidence. 
The Parliament had left her, to goe fee 
If they could leame at Oxford to agree ; 
Or if that ayre were better for the health 
And fafety of our Englifli Common-wealth, 
But there, fome did fo counfell, and fo \rge 
The Body politike to take a purge, 

To 
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To purifie the parts that feemed foule : 
Some others did that motion fo controule, 
And plead fo much for Cordialls, and for that 
Which flrengthen might the fmnewes of the ^aie^ 
That all the time, the labour, and the cofl, 
Which had bellowed beene, was wholly lofL 
And, here, the empty Houfe of Parliament 
Did looke as if it had beene difcontent. 
Or griev'd (me thought) that Oxford (hould not be 
More profperous, yet ; nor could I any fee 
Refort to comfort her : But, there did I 
Behold two Traytors heads, which perching high, 
Did Ihew their teeth^ as if they had been grinning 
At thofe Affli<5lions which are now beginning, 
Yea, their wide eye-holes^ flar'd, me thought, as tho 
They lookt to fee that Houfe now overthrow 
Itfelfc, which they with Powder up had blowne, 
Had God, their fnares, and them, not overthrowne. 

White Hally where not three months before, I fpi'd 
Great Britaine in the height of all her pride, 
And, France with her contending, which could mofl 
Outbrave old Rome and Perfiay in their coll 
On Robes and Feafls : Ev'n that lay folitary, 
As doth a quite-forfaken Monaflery 
In fome lone Forrefl ; and we could not paffe 
To many places, but through weeds and grade. 
Perhaps, Uie finnes, of late, committed there, 
Occafions of fuch defolation were. 
Pray God, there be not others, in the State^ 
That will make all, at lall, be defolate. 

The Strand^ that goodly thorow-fare betweene 
The Court and City (and where 1 have feene 
Well nigh a million palTing in one day) 
Is now, almofl, an unfrequented way : 

And 
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And peradventure, for thofe impudencies, 
Thofe riots, and thofe other foule offences, 
Which in that place were frequent, when it had 
So great refort ; it is now juflly made 
To Hand unvifited. God grant it may 
Repent ; left longer, and another way 
It ftand unpeopled, or fome others ufe 
Thofe bleffings, which the owners now abufe. 

The City-houfes of our Englifti Peeres^ 
Now fmoakt as feldome, as in other yeares 
Their Country-palaces : and, they perchance 
Much better know then doth my ignorance, 
\T\\y fo it came to paffe. But, wifti I Ihall 
That they their wayes to minde would better call ; 
Left both their Country, and their City-piles, 
Be fmoaking feene, and burning, many miles. 

The Innes of Court I entred ; and I faw 
Each Roome fo defolate, as if the Law 
Had out-law'd all her Students ; or that there 
Some fear*d arreftings, where no Sergeants were. 
Moft dreame that this great fright was thither fent 
Not purpofely, but came by accident ; 
And fo, but litde ufe is taken from 
Gods ludgementSy to amend the times to come. 
Yet, I dare fay, it was a warning given 
Ev'n by appointment : and decreed in heaven : 
To fignifie, that if our Lawyers will 
In their abufive wayes continue ftill, 
The caufe of their profeffion quite forgetting, 
And to their pradlices no limits fetting. 
Till they (as heretofore the Clergy were) 
Are moe in number then the Land can beare. 
Their goodly Palaces (hall fpew them forth, 
As excrements that have nor ufe nor worth ; 

And 
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And, be difpofed of, as now they fee, 
The Priories^ and Monajkries be. 

It griev'd me to behold this wofull change, 
And places fo well knowne, appeare fo llrange. 
But, oh poore LONDON! when I lookt on thee, 
Remembring therewithal!, thy jollity 
Erewhile ; and how foone after I did meet 
With griefe and fad complaints in ev'ry llreet. 
When I did minde how throng'd thy Gates have bin 
And then perceiv'd fo few pad out or in. 
When I confider'd that abundant (lore 
Of wealth, which thou difcover'dfl heretofore : 
And, looking on thy many empty y7flf//r, 
Beheld thy /hops fet up their wooden-wals : 
Me thought, thou (houldft not be that London^ which 
Appeared of late fo populous, and rich ; 
But, fome large Burrough ; either falling from 
Her height ; or, not unto her greatneffe come. 

If to thy Port I walkt ; it mov*d remorfe. 
To fee how greatly. Trade and Intercourfe 
Decayed there ; and what depopulations, 
Were made in thy late peopled habitations. 

Thy Royall Change^ which was the Randevow 
Wherein all Nations met, the whole world through, 
Within whofe princely walls we heard the found 
Of ev'ry Language fpoke on Earths vafl Round \ 
And where we could have known what had bin done 
In ev*ry forraine Coajl below the Sun : 
That Place^ the City-Merchant, and the Stranger 
Avoyded as a place of certaine danger : 
And feared (as it fecmes) they might have had 
Some bargain ther, that would have fpoild their trade 

Thy large Cathedrally whofe decaying frame 
Thou leaved unrepaired to thy fhame, 

Had 
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Had fcarce a Waik^ in her middle lU \ 
And, ev'ry Marble of that ancient PiU^ 
Did often drop, and feerae to (hed forth teares, 
For thy late mine though thou fleightell hers. 

The time hath been, that once a day, from thence, 
We could have had a large intelligence 
Of mod occurrences, that publique were. 
Yea, many times we had relations there, 
Of things, whofe foolifli adlors never thought 
Their deeds to open fcanning Ihould be brought 
There, heard we oft made publique by report, 
What Secrefus were whifpePd in the Court, 
The Clofet-CounfelSy and the Chamber work, 
^Vhich many thinke in privacy doth lurke. 
There heard we what thofe Lorffs^ and Ladies were, 
Who met difguifed, they know when, and where. 
There heard we what they did, and what they faid ; 
And many foolifh plots were there bewraid : 
There, heard we reafons, why fuch men were made 
Great Lords and Knights, who no deferving had, 
In common view : and how great Princes eyes 
Are dazled and abus*d with fallacies. 
There heard we for what Gifts, mod Dodors rife, 
And gaine the Churches higheft dignities. 
The trueft caufes alfo there were knowne, 
Why men advanced are, or pulled downe. 
Why Officers are changed, or difplaced ; 
Why fome confined are, and fome difgraced ; 
And what among the wife, thofe men doe feeme, 
That are great State/men, in their owne efteeme. 
There we have heard, what Princes have intended, 
When they to doe fome other thing pretended. 
What Policies^ and Proje^s, men puifue, 
With publique aymes, and with a pious (hew. 

K Why 
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Why from the CounfeU one is turned out ; 
What makes another counterfeit the gout, 
And many other myfteries befide. 
Which hardly can the mentioning abide. 

But thofe Athenian Merchantmen were gone. 
Who made exchange of Newes ; and few or none 
To heare or make reports remained there. 
Yea they who fcarce a day (as if they were 
Of Pauls the walking StcUius) (laid from thence 
Since LONDON felt the lall great PeJHlence, 
Ev'n they were gone ; and thofe void lies did look 
As if iova^ properties had them forfooke. 

Our Theaters^ our Tavernes^ Tennis-courts^ 
And Gaming-houfes whither great reforts 
Were wont to come ; then, feldome were frequented : 
Not that fuch vanities we much repented ; 
But, lefl thofe places, which had follies taught us. 
Might fome reward, unlooked for, have brought us. 
Where we with Pellilences of the foule 
Each other had polluted and made foule, 
Our bodies were infedled ; and our breaths, 
Which had endangered our etemall deaths, 
(In former times) by uttring herefies, 
By fcandals, and by bafell flatteries. 
Or wanton fpeeches ; purifide the Ayre, 
The blood ev'n at the fountaine did impaire, 
To coole our lull : And they that were the bliffes 
Of fome mens Uves, did poifon them with kifles. 

The Markets which a while before did yeeld 
What ayre, feas, rivers, garden, wood, or field. 
To fumifh them afforded ; now had nought, 
But what fome few in fecret thither brought 
For (as aforefaid) it was ordred fo, 
That none Ihould with provifions, come or goe. 

So 
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So, like a Towne beleaguei'd thou didft fare. 

In fome refpedls : And, but that God had care 

By making others feele neceffities 

Which forced them to miniller fupplies ; 

Thou hadfl beene famiiht, or beene faine to bring 

Provifions in by way of forraging : 

And then their foolilhneiTe, had brought upon 

Thofe men, two mifchiefes, who did feare but one. 

Hereafter therefore, pradlife well to ufe 
Thofe plenties thou didfl heretofore abufe ; 
Left God, againe bereave thee of thy ftore, 
And never fo enlarge his bounty more. 
For, to correal thy Surfets^ and Exceffe^ 
Thy fleighting of the poore, thy thanklefhefle, 
And fuch like iinnes ; God worthily reftrained 
Thofe plenties which thy pride and luft maintained 

Thy dwellings, from whofe windowes I have feen 
A thouiand Ladies, that might Queenes have beene 
For bravery, and beauty : And, fome far 
More faire then they that fam'd in Legends arCi 
Thofe ftood unpeopled, as thofe houfes doe 
Which Sf rights, and Fairies doe refort unto. 
None to their dofed wickets made repaire ; 
Their empty gafements gaped wide for ayre ; 
And where once foot clothes and Caroches were 
Attending ; now ftood Coffins^ and a Biere, 
Yea Coffins oftener paft by ev'ry doore. 
Then Coaches, and Caroches, heretofore. 

To fee a country Lady, or a Knight 
Among us then, had beene as rare a fight 
As was that Elephant which came from Spaine, 
Or fome great Monfter fpewd out of the Maine. 
If by mifchance the people in the ftreet, 
A Cvur/ier, or a Gentleman did meet, 

K s They 
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They with as much amazement him did view, 
As if they had beheld the wandring lew. 
And, many, feeing me to keepe this place, 
Did looke as if they much bewaild my cafe. 
And halfe beleeVd that I was doomed hither, 
That (fince clofe-prifon, halfe a yeare together. 
Nor private wrongs, nor publique dif-refpe<St, 
Could breake my heart, nor much the fame deje<5l) 
This Plague might kill me, which is come to whip 
Thofe faults which heretofore my pen did drip. 

But here I walkt in fafety to behold 
What changes, for inftrudlion, fee I could. 
And, as I wandred on, my eye did meet, 
Thofe halfe-built Pageants which, athwart the ftreet, 
Did thofe triumphant Arches counterfeit, 
Which heretofore in ancient Pome were fet. 
When their vidtorious Generalls had thither 
The fpoile of mighty kingdomes brought together. 
The loyall Citizens (although they loft 
The glory of their well-intended coft) 
Eredted thofe great Strudlures to renowne 
The new receiving of the Sov'raigne Crowne 
By hopefull CHARLES (whofe royall exaltaiion. 
Make thou oh ! God, propitious to this Natum,) 

But when thofe works, imperfedl, I beheld, 
They did new caufes of fad mufmgs yeeld, 
Portending mine. And, did feeme, me thought, 
In honor of Deaths trophees to be wrought ; 
Much rather, then from piupofes to fpring 
Which aymed at the honor of a King. 
For, their unpoliflit forme, did make them fit 
For direfull Showes : yea, DEATH on them did fiL 
His Captives paffed under ev'ry Arch ; 
Among them, as in Triumph he did march ; 

Through 
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Through ev*ry Street, upon mens backs were borne 
His Conquefts. His black Liveries were wome, 
In evVy Houfe almofl. His fpoyles were brought 
To ev'ry Temple. Many Vaults were fraught 
With his new prizes. And his followers grew 
To fuch a multitude, that halfe our Eugh, 
And all our Cypreffe trees, could hardly lend him 
A branch for ev'ry one who did attend him. 

My fancy did prefent to me that houre 
A glirapfe of DEA TH ev'n in his greatefl power. 
Me thought I faw him, in a Charret ride. 
With all his grim companions by his fide. 
Such as Oblivion^ and Corruption be. 
Not halfe a (lep before him, rode thefe three, 
(On monflers backt) Paine^ Horror^ and Defpaire: 
Whofe fury, had not Faith^ and Hope^ and Prayr^ 
Prevented, through Gods mercy none had ever 
Efcap'd Deflrudlion by their bed endeavour. 
For, next to Deaths came Judgement : after whom, 
Hell with devouring lawes, did gaping come. 
To fwallow all : But, flie at One did fnap, 
Who now, for many, hath made way to fcape. 
DeatN% Cart, with many chain es, & ropes, & firings, 
And, by a multitude of feverall things, 
As PleafureSy Paffions^ Cares, and fuch as they, 
Was drawne along upon a beaten way, 
New gravelled with old bones : and Sin did feeme 
To be the formoft Beajl of all the Teeme : 
And, Sickneffe to be that which haled next 
The Charret wheele ; for none I faw betwixt, 
Time led the way ; and, I^ice did appeare, 
To fit before and play the Charioteer. 
For fmce our Sin to pull on Death begun. 
The whip of lujlice makes the Charret run. 

K 3 There 
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There was of Trumpets, and of Drums the found ; 
But in loud cries, and roarings it was drown'd. 
Sad ElegieSy and fongs of Lameniation 
Were howled out ; but, moved no compaflion. 
Skulls, Coffins, Spades, and Mattocks placed were 
About the Charret Crawling IVormes were there 
And whatfoever elfe might fignifie 
Deaths nature, and weaJk mans mortalitie. 

Before the Charret, fuch a multitude 
Of ev'ry Nation in the world I view'd. 
That neither could my eye fo farre perceive, 
As they were thronging ; nor my heart conceive 
Their countleffe number. For, all thofe that were 
Since Abel dy'd, he drove before him there. 
And, of thofe thoufands, dying long agoe. 
Some here and there, among them, I did know, 
Whofe Vertues them in death didinguilhed 
(In fpight of Death) from others of the dead. 
I iaw them (land, me thought, as you (hall fee 
High fpreading Oakes^ which in fcl'd Copfes be, 
0*re top the flirubs ; and, where fcarce two are found 
Of growth, within ten thoufand rod of ground. 

Of thofe who dy*d within the Age before 
This yeare, I fcarce diflinguilhed a fcore 
From Beails, and Fowles, & Fifhes. For, Death makes 
So little difference twixt the flelh he takes, 
That, into dufl alike he tumes it all. 
And, if no vertue make diflindlion (hall, 
Thofe men who did of much in lifetime boad, 
Shall d3ring, in the common heap be lod. 

But, of thofe Captives which my fantafie 
Prefented to my apprehenfions eye 
To grace this Monarkes Triumph ; mod I heeded 
Thofe troups, which next before the Carr proceeded, 

Ev'n 
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Ev^n thofe which in the circuit of this yeare, 
The prey of Death within our Hand were : 
It was an Army-royally which became 
A King, and loe, King JAMES did lead the fame. 
The Duke of Richmond^ and his onely brother 
The Duke of Lenox^ feconded each other. 
Next them in this attendance follow*d on . 
That noble Scot^ the Marquis HammUton^ 
Southampton, Suffolke, Oxford, Nottingham, 
And Holderneffe^ their Earledomes leaving, came 
To wait upon this Triumph. There I faw 
Some reVrend Bijhops^ and fome men of Law^ 
As Winchefter^ and Hubbard^ and I know not 
Who elfe ; for to their memories T owe not 
So mucJi as here to name them : nor doe I 
Vpon me take to mention pundlually 
Their order of departing, nor to fweare 
That aU of thefe fell jufl within the yeare. 
For of the time if fomewhat I doe mifle, 
The matter fure not much materiall is. 

Some Barons and fome Vifcounts, faw I too, 
Zouch, BacoHy Chichejler^ and others moe, 
Whofe Titles I forget. There followed then 
Some Officers of note ; fome Aldermen ; 
Great (lore of Knights, and Burgeffes, with whom 
A couple marcht, that had the Sheriffedome 
Of London that lad yeare : the one of which 
In Piety and Vertue dy'd fo rich, 
(If his furviving fame may be bcleeved) 
That for his loiTe the City much hath grieved. 
To be an honor to him, here, therefore 
I fixe the name of Crifp^ which name he bore : 
And I am hopefull it fhsdl none offend, 
The Mufes doe this right unto their friend. 

K 4 Some 
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Some others alfo of great (late and place, 
To me nor knowne by office, name, nor face, 
Made up the concourfe. But, the common Rabble 
To number or diftinguifli, none was able. 
For, rich and poore, men, women, old and yong, 
So fail and fo confufedly did throng ; 
By (Irokes of Death, fo markt, fo gaflly wounded, 
So thrufl together, and fo much confounded 
Among that glut of people, which from hence 
Were fent among them, by the PeJHlence, 
That poffible it was not, to defcry 
Or who or what they were who paffed by. 
Yet, now and then, me thought, I had the view 
Of fome who much refembled thofe I knew. 
And, faine I would the favour have procured 
To keepe their Names from being quite obfcured 
Among the multitude. But, they were gone 
Before the meanes could well be thought upon. 
And pafTe they mufl for aye, unknowne of me : 
For, this was but a waking Dreame, I fee. 
Thefe Fancies, Melancholy often bred : 
Yea, many fuch like Pageants in my head 
My working apprehenfion did beget, 
According to thofe objedls which I met 
Some, full of comfort, able to relieve 
The heart whom dread full thoughts did over-grieve. 
Some full of horror ; fuch as they have had 
(If I miftake not) that grow defp'rate mad. 
Some, like to their illufions, who in ftead 
Of being humbled in this place of dread, 
Are puffed up by their deliverance : 
And being full of dangerous arrogance, 
Abufe their foules, with vaine imaginations, 
Ill-grounded hopes, fuggefled revelations, 

And 
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And fuch like toyes, which in their hearts arife 
From their owne Pride, and Sathans fallacies. 

Some, fuch as thofe I liad; and other fome. 
Which cannot be by words expreHed from 
My troubled heart. And, if I had not got 
Gods hand, to help untie their Gordian-knot \ 
His prefence, my bold reas'nings to controule ; 
To curb my paffioo ; to informe my foule ; 
My faith to (Irengthen ; doubtings to abate ; 
And fo to comfort, and to arbitrate, 
That I might fee I was of him beloved, 
(Though me with many fecret feares he proved) 
Sure, in my felfe fome Ifeii I had invented, 
Wher endlefs thoughts, & doubts, had me tormented 

But, God thofe depths hath fhow'd me, that I might 
See what we cary in ourfelves to fright 
Our felves withall. And what a hell of feare 
Is in our very foules, till he be there. 
Ev'n when I had the brightneffe of the day. 
To chafe my meloncholy thoughts away, 
I was to mufings troublefome difpofed, 
As well as when the darkneffe me enclofed ; 
That, by experiments, which reall are, 
Thofe horrors which to others oft appeare 
(And are not demonftrable) might in part 
Be felt in me, to moUifie my heart ; 
To llir up hearty thankfulneffe ; and make 
My foule, in him the greater pleafure take. (me. 

For fro thofe profpedls, & thofe thoughts that gneve 
I, thofe extradlions make that much releeve me. 
And when my inward combatings are pad, 
It giveth to my joyes the fweeter talL 

But leaving this, I will againe retume 
To that for which the people foonefl moume. 

KS I 
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I lookt along the Streets of chiefeft trade ; 
And, there^ perpetual! Holiday they made. 
They that one day in fev'n could not forbeare 
From trading ; had not one in halfe a yeare. 
And, all which fome had from their childhood got. 
The charges of their flight defrayed not 
To make the greedy Cormorant regard 
The Sabbath more, and of ill gaines affear'd. 

Falfe wares, falfe oathes, falfe meafures, and falfe 
Falfe promifes, and falfified lights, (weights. 

Were punilht with falfe hopes, falfe joyes, falfe fears, 
Falfe fervants, and falfe friends, to them and theirs. 
They who of late their neighbours did contemne, 
Had not a neighbour left to comfort them, 
When neighbourhood was needfuU. Such as were 
Seife-hverSy by themfelves remained here ; 
And wanted thofe contentments, which arife, 
From Chriilian Lave, and mutuaJl Amities. 
Moil Trades were tradefaln, & few Merchats thriv'd. 
Save thofe men, who by Death and Sickruffe, liv'd. 
The SextonSy Searchers, they that Corpfes carie, 
The Herb-wife, Druggijl, and Apothecarie, 
Phyfitians, Surgeons, Nurfes, Coffin-makers, 
Bold Mountebanckes, and fhamelefle undertakers, 
To cure the Pejl in all \ thefe, rich become : 
And what we pray to be delivered from 
Was their advantage. Yea, the worfl of thefe 
Grew flout, and fat, and proud by this difeafe. 

Some, vented re^fe wares, at three times more. 
Than what is befl, was prized at before. 
Some fet upon their labours fuch high rates. 
As paffed Reafon : fo, they whofe eflates 
Did faile of reaching to a price fo high. 
Were faine to perifh without remedy. 

Some 
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Some, wolviflily, did prey upon the quick, 
Some, theevilhly, purloyned from the fick. 
Some robb'd the dead of Iheets, fome, of a grave, 
That there another gued may lodging have : 
Yea, Cuflome had fo hardned mod of them. 
That they Gods Judgements wholly did contemne. 
They, fo hard-hearted, and fo llupid grew, 
So dreadlefly their courfe they did purfue. 
Yea fo they flouted, and fuch jeils did make 
At that, for which each Chriflian heart did ake. 
That greater were the Plague their mind to have, 
Then of the PeJliUnce to lye and rave. 

Now mufe I not at what Thucidides 
Reporteth of fuch wicked men as thefe. 
When Athetis was depopulated nigh 
By fuch a Pellilence. Nor wonder I, 
That when the Plague did this time sixty yeare 
Opprefle the Towne of LyonSy that fome there 
Were faid to ravifh women, ev'n when death 
Was drawing from them their lad gafpe of breath. 
And when infedlious Blaines on them they faw. 
Which might have kept their ludfull flefh in awe. 
For man once hardned in impenitence. 
Is left unto a reprobated fenfe. 

Till God (hall fandtifie it, weale, nor woe. 
Can make us feare him as we ought to doe. 
His love made wanton Ifr^el fpurne at him ; 
His plagues made Fhar'oh, his Iharpd rod contemn : 
And as the Sun from dunghils, and from fmks, 
Produceth nothing but ranck weeds, and dinks ; 
Yet makes a Garden of well-tilled ground. 
With wholefome fruits, and fragrant flowres abound : 
Or, as in bruifing, one thing fenteth well, 
Another yeelds a loathfome, difling fmell ; 

So 
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So, Plagues and Bleffings^ their effe6ls declare, 
According as their fev'rall objedls are. 

Indeed, my young experience never iaw, 
So much fecurity, and fo much awe 
Dwell both together in one place, as here 
In this mortality, there did appeare. 
I am x>erfwaded, time and place was never 
In which affli<5ted men did more endevor 
By teares, vowes, prayers and true penitence, 
To pacifie Gods wrath for their offence. 
Nor ever was it feene, I think, before. 
That men in wickednelTe prefumed more. 

Here you fhould meet a man with bleared eyes, 
Bewailing our encreafmg miferies ; 
Another there, quite reeling drunk, or fpewing. 
And by renewed (ins, our woes renewing. 
There fate d^peece of /hamdefneffe, whofe flaring 
Attires and looks, did (how a monilrous daring : 
For, in the poftures of true impudence. 
She feem'd as if (he woo'd the Pejlilence, 
Yonn talkt a couple, matter worth your hearing : 
Hard by, were others, telling lyes, or fwearing. 
Some llreets had Churches 611II of people, weeping : 
Some others, Tavemes had, rude-revel keeping : 
Within fome houfes Pfalmes and Hymnes wer fung : 
With raylings, and loud fcouldings, others rung. 
More Charity^ did never, yet, appeare : 
Nor more maUcioufnefle, dien we had here. 
True piety was eminently knowne ; 
Hypocrifie as evidently Ihowne. 
More avarice, more gapers for the wealth 
Of fuch as djr'd ; no former times of health 
Afforded us ; nor men of larger heart. 
Things needfull for their brethren, to impart. 

Their 
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Their mailers goods, feme fervants lewdly fpent, 
In nightly feaftings, foolifh merriment, 
And lewd uncleannefle. Other feme againe, 
Did fuch an honed carefulnefTe retaine. 
That their endeavors had a good fuccefle, 
And, Man and Mafler met with joyfiilnede. 

Yea, Good and Evill,^ penitence and fm 
Did here fo drive each other out and in ; 
That in obferving it, I faw, me thought, 
In fight of Heav'n, a dreadfuU Conibai fought. 
Concerning this whole Handy which yet lyes, 
To be Gods purchafe, or the Devils prife. 

Vice wounded Veiiue ; Vertue oft compeld 
The ftrongeft Vices to forfeke the field. 
Dijlrujl rais'd up a (lorme, to drive away 
Sure-helpe^ our Ihip, which at Hopes anchor lay ; 
And brought fupplies with ev*ry winde and tyde, 
Whereby this Land was fed and fortified. 
The Fort of Faithy was plaid on by Defpaire : 
But then the gim-lhot of Continuall-Prayr 
(Well aym'd at Heai/n) Devotion fo did ply, 
That, he difmounts the Foes Artillery. 
The Spirit and the Flejh together drive. 
And, oft each other into perill drive. 
Prejfumptiony huge high Scaling laddersy reared, 
And then the taking of our Fort was feared. 
But awfuil Reverence did him oppofe. 
And with Humilities deepe Trench enclofe 
The Platfomu of that Fortreffe, from whofe Towres 
We fight with FrincipalitieSy and Fo7tfrs. 

SuggeJUon laij pur due by Contemplation, 
And fought to difad vantage Meditation. 
The Regiment of Prudetue was aflailed, 
By head-drong Ignoratue, who much prevailed. 

Where 
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Where Temperance was quarter'd, there I few 
Exceffe and Hiof, both together draw 
Their troups againfl her : and, I fome efp/d 
To yeeld, and overcome on either fide. 

The place that valiant Fortitude made good, 
Faint'heartedneffe (though out of fight he flood) 
Did cowardly oppofe, and courfes take, 
Which otherwhile his Conflancy did fhake. 
For Camall'policy her Engineer, 
Had clofely funcke a Mine^ which had gone neere 
To blow all up. But Providence divine 
Did foone prevent it by a Counter-mine. 
Yet Morall'IuJHce (though a Court of Guard 
Was plac'd, and ofl releeved in her Ward) 
Had much adoe to make a flrong defence 
Againfl her Foes. For, Frauds and Violence^ 
Refpe^ ofperfons, Feare^ Hate^ Perjury^ 
Faire-fpeakingy and corrupting Bribery ^ 
Did wound her much ; though fhe did often take 
Avengement ; and of fome, examples make. 

Some Vices^ there, I faw therofelves difguife 
Like Vertues^ that their Foes they might furprife j 
As doe the Dunkirks, when aboord to lay 
Our fhips, an EngliJIi flag they do difplay. 
Pride went for Comdineffe : profufe Eocceffe^ 
For Hofpitality : bafe Drunkentieffe 
Was caird Good fellawjhip : blunt Rajhneffe came 
Attjrr'd like Valour : Sloth had got the name 
Of Quietneffe : accurfed Avarice^ 
Was term'd Good husbandry, Meere Cowardice 
Appeared like prudent Warineffe^ and might 
Have pafTed for a very valiant wight 
Yea, ev'ry Via^ to gaine his purpofe, had 
Some maskes or vertue-like difguifes made, 

And 
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And, many times, fuch hellifh plots were laid, 
That divers mondl Vertues were gainfaid, 
Defam'd, purfu'd, and wounded by their owne ; 
Whofe glory had not elfe beene overthrowne. 

luji-dealing had beene tooke for Cruelty : 
Pure-iave for Lujli upright Integrity 
For cunning FcUJhood: yea, divineil Graces 
Have beene at variance brought in divers Cafes, 
(By wicked Stratagems) that vaine Inventions, 
Might fruRrate pious workes, and good intentions. 

To ftuther (Irife, great Quarrels broached are, 
Twixt Faith and Workes, There is another jar 
Begun erewhile, betwixt no worfe a paire, 
Then Preachings and her bleffed Sifter Frafr. 
God grant they may agree ; for^ Inire knew 
A quiet Church but where they kept one Pew, 

Faith and Repentatice alfo are, of late. 
About their Birth-right fallen at debate. 
But by the Church-bookes it appeares to me 
Their Births and their Conceptions mentioned be 
Without fuch nice regard to their precedings, 
As fome have urged in their needleffe pleadings, 
And, fo it pleas'd the Father y Sonne and Spirit : 
Becaufe that Law by which they (hall inherit 
The promift meed ; doth never queftion move. 
How foone or late, but how fincere they prove. 

Moreover, in this Battell I efpy'd 
Some AmbodexterSy fight on either fide. 
The Moralijly who all Religion wants ; 
Church-Papijls \ Time-obferving /V(?/f/Zi«/f. 
All Double-dealers ; HypocriteSy and fuch 
Bafe NeutralSy who have fcandalized much. 
And much endanger'd thofe who doe contend 
This Ilcy firom Defolation, to defend 

Befide 
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Befide thefe former CombatantSy which fought 

Againft or for us ; I perceived, me thovght, 

Both good and evill Angels fighting too, 

The one, to help ; the other, harme to doe. 

And though this battell yet appeareth not 

To common view, fo cruell nor fo hot 

As I conceive it : yet it will appeare 

To all in time, with comfort, or with feare. 

For, dill, and ev'ry day, thofe enemies 

Stand arm'd and watching opportimities 

To feize us ; and will feize us if thefe times 

Shall make complete the meafure of our Crimes ; 

Or our continuing Follies drive away 

Our Angell Guard, which doth our fall delay. 

Ohjlay them Lord! and make that fide thejlronger^ 

For whom this Land JhcUl yet be /pared longer. 

And let us, my deare Countrimen, with fpeed, 
Of that which fo concemeth us, take heed. 
Obferve, thou famoufl City of this Land, 
How heavily on thee God layes his hand. 
The very rumour of this Plague did make 
The fartheft dwellers of this yie to fhake : 
And fuch a fent of Death they feem*d to cary. 
Who in or neare about thy Climate tary. 
That, from the Mount to Barwick they were hated, 
Or fhunn'd, as perfons excommunicated. 
And three weekes ayring on old Sarum plaine. 
Would fcarce a lodging for a brother gaine. 
Yea, mark, mark London^ and confeffe with me, 
That God hath juRly, thus afflidled thee. 
And that in ev'ry point this Plague hath bin 
According to the nature of thy fin. 
In thy profperity, fuch was thy pride. 
That thou the Countries plaiunefle didll deride. 

Thy 
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Thy wanton Children would oft draggle out, 

At honed husbandmen to jeere and flout 

Their homely garments, did offend thine eyes : 

They did their rurall Diale<fls defpife : 

Their games and merriments (which for them, be 

As commendable, as are thine for thee) 

Thou laughedd at ; their gedures, and their fafhions. 

Their very diet, and their habitations 

Were fported at : yea, thofe ingrateddl Things, 

Did fcoffe them for their hearty Welcomings ; 

And taught ev'n thofe that had been country bom 

The wholefome places of their birth to fcome. 

PiXidifee^ nowfee^ thofe thankleffe ones are faine 
To feeke their fathers thatched Roofes againe ; 
And, aske thofe good old women blefling, whom 
They did not fee, fince they did rich become ; 
And never would have feene, perhaps, unleffe 
This Plague had whipped their ingratefulneffe. 
Yea, thine owne Naturall Children have beene glad, 
To fcrape acquaintance where no friends they had, 
To praife a homely, and a fmoky Shed', 
A darke low Parlour y an uneafie Bed-, 
An ill dred diet ; yea, perchance, commend 
A churlifh landlord, for an honed Friend ; 
Yet be contented both to pray and pay, 
That they may leave obtaine with him to day. 

And peradventure, fome of thofe who plaid 
The fcoffers heretofore, were fully paid. 
Then, Citizens^ were (harkt, and pre/d upon. 
In recompence of wrongs before time done 
To filly Countrimen ; and were defeated 
Of that, whereof, fome Rudicks, they had cheated. 

Moreover, for the Countries imitations 
Of thy fantadick, vaine, and fruitleffe fafhions, 

(Of 
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(Of thy apparell, and of thy exceife 

In Feafls, in Games, in Lull, in idleneife ; 

With fuch abominations) fome of thofe 

Who came from thee, (hall doubtlefly difpofe 

To ev'ry Shire a Viall of that wrath, 

Which thy tranfgrefiion long deferved hath : 

That, thou and they, who (inners were together, 

May Rods be made to punifh one another ; 

And give each other bittemeffe to fup, 

As you have joyntly quaft of Pkafures Cup. 

As to and fro I walked, that I might 
On eVry ruthfuU Obje6l fix my fight, 
Vpon thofe Go^tha^s I cad mine eye. 
Where all the common people buried lye. 
Lie buried did I lay ? I (hould have faid, 
Where Carkajfes to bury Graves were laid. 

Lord ! what a fight was there ? & what (Irong fmells 
Afcended from among Death's loathfome Cells ? 
You fcarce could make a little Infants bed 
In all thofe Plots, but you (hould pare a head, 
An arme, a (houlder, or a leg away, 
Of one or other who there buried lay. 
One grave did often many fcores enclofe 
Of men and women : and, it may be thofe 
That could not in two Pari(hes agree, 
Now in one little roome at quiet be. 

Yonn lay a heape of skulls ; another there ; 
Here, halfe unburied did a Corpfe appeare. 
Ciofe by, you might have feene a brace of feet 
That had kickt off the rotten winding-(heet 
A little further (aw we other fome, 
Thrud out their armes for want of elbow-roome. 
A locke of womans hayre ; a dead mans face 
Vncover'd j and a gaftly (ight it was. 

Oh! 
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Oh ! here, here view'd I what the glories be 
Of pamper'd flefh : here plainly did I fee 
How grim thofe Beauties will e're long appeare, 
Which we fo dote on, and fo covet, here. 
Here was enough to coole the hotted flame 
Of lawleffe lufL Here, was enough to tame 
The madfl ambition. And, all they that goe 
Vnbetter*d from fuch obje<5ls ; worfe doe grow. 

From hence (for here was no abiding long) 
Our A/iies and our Lanes, I walkt among, 
Where thofe Artificers their dwellings had, 
By whom our idle Traders rich are made. 
The Plague rav'd there indeed. For, who were they 
Whom that Contagion faflell fwept away 
But thofe whofe daily laboring hands did feed 
Their honed Families ? and greatly deed 
This place by their mechanick indudries ? 
Thefe are the fwarmes of Bees, whofe painfull thighes 
Bring Wax unto this Hive ; and from whofe bones 
The Honey drops, that feedeth many Drones. 
Thefe are the Bulwarks of this fenfclefle Towne, 
And when this Wall of Bones is overthrowne. 
Our datdy Dwellings, now both faire and tall, 
Will quickly, of themfelves, to mine fall 

Of thefe, and of their houfholds, daily dy'd 
Twice more then did of all forts elfe befide ; 
And hungry Poverty (without reliefes^ 
Did much inrage and multipliply their griefes. 
The Rich could flye ; or, if they daid, they had 
Such meanes that their difeafe the lefle was made. 
Yea, thofe poor aged folkes that make a (how 
Of greated need, did boldly come and goe. 
To aske mens Almes ; or what their Parifh granted : 
And nothing at this time thofe people wanted. 

But 
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But thankfulneffe ; lefle malice to each other ; 
And grace to live more quietly together. 
Their bodies, dry*d with age, were feldome (Iruck 
By this Difeafe, Their neighbours notice took 
Of all their wants. Among them, were not many 
That had full families. Or if that any 
Of thefe had children fick ; fome good fupplies 
Were fent them from the generall Charities. 

Moreover, common Beggers are a nation 
Not alwayes keeping in one habitation. 
They can remove as time occafion brings : 
They have their progreffes as well as King ; 
And mod of thefe, when hence the rich did goe, 
Removed themfelves into the Country too. 
The refl about our (Ireets did ask their bread, 
And never in their lives, were fuller fed. 

But, thofe good people mentioned before, 
Who, till their worke did faile them, fed the ix)ore 
As well as others ; and maintained had 
Great families, by fome laborious trade : 
Ev'n thofe did fuffer mod. For, neither having 
Provifion left them, nor the face of craving ; 
Nor meanes of labour : Firil, to pawne they fent 
Their braffe and pewter : then, their bedding went 
Their garments next, or ftuffe of bed efleeme .• 
At length, ev'n that which (hould the refl redeeme, 
Their working Inflniments. When that was gone, 
Their Leafe was pawned, if it might be done. 
And peradventure, at the lad of all, 
Thefe things were fold outright for fums but fmall ; 
Or elfe quite forfeited. For, here were they 
Who made of thefe poore foules, a gainfuU prey. 
And as one Plague had on the life a powV, 
So did thefe other Plagues, their goods devoure. 

When 
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When all was gone, affli6led they became 

With fecret griefes, with poverty and (hame. 

And, wanting cheerfull minds, and due refedlion, 

Were seized on, the fooner by Infeilion : 

For, hearts halfe broke, and houfholds famidit neare, 

Are quickly fpent, when vifited they are. 

The careful! Majkr^ though it would have faved 
A fervants life, to get him what he craved. 
No kinde of Med'cine able was to give him ; 
Nay fcarce with bread and water to relieve him : 
The tender-hearted Mother, hath for meat 
Oft heard her dearefl child, in vaine, intreat ; 
And had or foure or five on point of dying 
At once, for drink to eafe their torment, crying. 

The loving husband fitting by her fide. 
To fave whofe life he gladly would have d/d, 
Vnable was out of his whole eflate. 
To purchafe her a dram of Mithridate ; 
One mefTc of Cordiall broth, or fuch like thing. 
Although it might prevent her perifhing. 

Sometime, at fuch a need, abroad they came. 
To aske for helpe ; but, then, the feare of (hame, 
Of fcome, or of deniall, them with-held 
To put in pra6lice, what their want compelPd, 

Vpon an Evening (when the waining light 
Was that which could be call'd nor day nor night) 
I met with one of thefe, who on me cafl 
A ruthfuU eye : and as he by me pad. 
Me thought, I heard him, foftly, fomewhat fay. 
As if that he for fome reliefe did pray : 
Whereat (he feeming in good clothes to be) 
I (laid, and askt him, if he fpake to me. 
He bafhfully replyed ; that, indeed 
He was afham'd to fpeake aloud, what Need 

Did 
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Did make him foflly mutter. Somewhat more 

He would have fpoken, but his tongue forbore 

To tell the reft ; becaufe his eyes did fee 

Their teares had (almoft) drawne forth tears frd me, 

And that my hand was ready to beftow 

That helpe which my poore fortunes could allow ; 

Nor his, nor all mens tongues, could more relate, 
Then I my felfe conceived of his eftate. 
Me thought, I faw, as if I had beene there, 
What wants in his, and fuch mens houfes were ; 
How empty, and how naked it became ; 
How nafty, Poverty had made the fame / 
Me thought, I faw, how ficke his wife might lye ; 
Me thought I heard his halfe ftarv*d children cry j 
Me thought I felt, with what a broken heart 
He lookt upon them, e're he could depart 
To try, if (by Gods favour) he could meet 
With any meanes of comfort in the ftreet 
And, Lord my God^ thou know'ft, that, when alone 
The griefes of fuch as thefe, I mufed on ; 
My pitie I with watry eyes have ftiowne, 
And more bewail'd their forrowes, then my owne. 

But, fince thofe Dewes are vaine that fruitleffe be ; 
And fmce the fhare that is allotted me. 
Of this worlds heritage, will not fuffice 
To bring reliefe to thefe mens miferies ; 
Oh ! let my teares (ye rich men) make your ground 
With fruits of Charity the more abound. 
Let me intreat you, that, when God fhall bring 
Vpon this place, another Vtfiting^ 
You would remember, fome reliefe to fend 
To thofe, who on their labours doe depend, 
And have not got their impudence of face. 
Who idlely beg their bread from place to place. 

God, 
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God, you the Stewards of his goods doth make, 

And how you ufe them, he account will take. 

It will not be enough, that you have paid 

The publique taxes on yoiu* houfes laid ; 

Or that, you, now and then, doe fend a fumme 

To be difpofed, to you know not whom ; 

But, you your felves, mud, by your felves alone, 

Thofe neighbours, or acquaintance think upon. 

Who likelieft are in fuch a time of need, 

To want of that, wherein you doe exceed .* 

And, if you know of none, enquire them out ; 

Or leave fome honed neighbour thereabout. 

To be your AMner (when the Towne you leave) 

That, you, and they, a Bleffmg may receive. 

For, if that ev*ry wealthy man would find 

But one, or two, to cherilh in this kind .• 

Gods wrath would much the better be appeafed, 

And we (hould of our plagues be fooner eafed. 

As I requefl the Richer men to take 
This pious courfe : A fuit, I likewife take 
That our inferiour Tradefmm^ would not fo 
Abufe their times of profit, as they doe. 
For, mod of thofe doe live at rates as high, 
As all their gaines (at utmod) will fupply. 
Yea, many times they mount above the tops 
Of prefent fortunes, and enfuing hopes : 
That, if a fickneffe, or unlook*d-for Croffe, 
Or want of trade, or any flender loffe, 
But for a Yeare^ a Quarter ^ or a Termer 
Befalls them : it foone maketh fo infirme 
Their over-drain'd Edates ; that .\lmes are needed, 
Ere any failings are by others heeded. 

Of thefe, and other things I notions gained, 
Whild in our fickly Citie I remained ; 

And 
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And much I contemplated what I faw, 

Some profitable ufes thence to draw. 

But, feeling that my thoughts nigh tyred were, 

With over-mufmg on thofe objects there : 

I thought to walke abroad into the field, 

To take thofe comforts, which frelh ayre doth yeeld ; 

And, to revive my heart, which heavy grew, 

With what the flreets did oflfer to my view ; 

But little eafe I found ; for, there mine eyes 

Difcover'd Sorrouf in a new difguife : 

And in fo many (hapes himfelfe he fhewed. 

That, flill my paiTion was afrefli renewed. 

Here, dead upon the Roade^ a man did lye, 

That was (an houre before) as well, as I ; 

There, fate another, who did thither come 

In health, but had not flrength to beare him home. 

Yonn, fprauPd a third, fo ficke, he did not know 

From whence he came, nor whither he (hould goe. 

A little further off, a fourth did creepe 

Into a ditch, and there his Obit keepe. 

About the Fields ran one, who being fled 

(In fpite of his attendance) from his bed, 

Lookt like a Lunatique from Bedlem broken ; 

And, though of health he had no hopefull token ; 

Yet, that he ailed ought, he would not yeeld. 

Till Death had flruck him dead upon the field. 

This way, a Stranger by his Hofl expelled, 

That way, a Servant (fhut from where he dwelled) 

Came weakly (lagg'ring forth, and (crufh*d beneath 

Difeafes, and unkindnefTe) fought for Death ; 

Which foone was found ; and glad was he, they fay, 

Who for his Death-bed^ gain'd a Cock of Hay. 

At this croffe path, were Bearers fetching home 

A Neighbour, who in health did thither come : 

Clofe 
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Clofe by, were others digging up the ground, 

To hide a (Iranger whom they dead had found. 

Before me, went with Corpfes, many a one \ 

Behinde, as many mo did follow on, 

With running-fores^ one begg'd at yonder gate : 

At next Lanes end, another Lazar fate. 

Some halted, as if wounded in the wars ; 

Some held their necks awry ; fome (hew'd their fears ; 

Some, met I weeping, for the loffe of friends ; 

Some others, for their fwift approching ends ; 

And eVry thing with forrow was affedted. 

On whatfoe're it was mine eye refleSed. 

The ProfpeH^ which was wont to greet mine eye 
With fhowes of pleafure in variety, 
(And lookt, as if it cheerfully did fmile, 
Vpon the bordring ViiiageSy erewhile.) 
Had no fuch pleafingneffe as heretofore, 
For ev'ry place, a mask of forrow wore. 
The walks are unfrequented, and the path 
Late trodden bare, a graflie Carpet hath. 
I could not fee (of all thofe Gallants) one 
That vifited Hide-parke, and Mary-borne. 
None wandred through the paflures, up and downe, 
But, as about fome petty Country towne : 
Nor could I view in many Summers dayes. 
One man of note to ride upon our wayes. 

Lord^ what a difference didft thou put betweene 
That Suminer, and the reft that I have/eenel 
How didft thou change our Fields ! and what a face 
Of Sadnejjfe, didft thoufet upon each place / 
Yet oh / how few remember it, orfeele 
The touches ofit^ on their hearts offteele 1 
And when our banifht tmirh thou didft renew. 
Who did retume to thee thepraifes due f 

L What 
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What others apprehended, they know bed ; 
But if it could be fully here exprefl 
What of that alteration I conceived, 
When of their pleafures, God our fields bereav'd ; 
It would much more be minded .• For they had 
Nought in them, but what moved to be fad. 
Not many weekes, before, it was not fo. 
Byit^ pieafureSf had their paiTage to and fro. 
Which way foever from our Gates I went, 
I lately did behold with much content, 
The fields beftrow'd with people all about : 
Some paceing homeward, and fome paffmg out. 
Some, by the bancks of Thame their pleafure taking ; 
Some, -SulU-bibs among the Milk-maids, making ; 
With mufique, fome upon the waters, rowing ; 
Some, to the next adjoyning Hamlets going; 
And Hog/done^ JflingtoHy and Tothnam-Courty 
For Cakes and Creame, had then no fmall refort 
Some, fate and woo'd their Lovers in the fhadowes ; 
Some, flraggled to and fro athwart the meadowes ; 
Some, in difcourfe, their houres, away did paile ; 
Some, playd the toyifh wantons on the grajQTe ; 
Some, of Religion ; fome of bus'neffe talked ; 
Some coached were, fome horfed ; and fome walked. 
Here Citizens ; there Students, many a one ; 
Here two together ; and, yonn one alone 
Of Nymphs and Ladies^ I have often ey'd 
A thoufand walking at one Evening tide ; 
As many Gentlemen : and yong and old 
Of meaner fort, as many, ten times told. 

And, when I did from fome high Towre furvey 
The Rodes, and Paths, which round below me lay, 
Obferving how each paffage thronged was 
With men and CatteU, which both wayes did paffe ; 

How 
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How many petty paths, both far and neare, 
With rowes of people dill fupplied were ; 
^Vhat infinite provifion ftill came in, 
And what abundance hath exported bin ; 
Me thought this populous City and the trade 
Which we from ev'ry Coafl about her had. 
Was well refembled by an Ant-hilly which 
(In fome old Forrefl) is made large, and rich 
By thofe laborious creatures, who have thither 
Brought all their wealth, and Colonies together. 
For, as their peopled Borrottgh hath refort 
From eVry quarter, by a feverall Port, 
And fi-om each Gate thereof a great Rode hath 
That branches into many a little Path ; 
And, as thofe Negroes doe not onely fill 
Each great and lefler tra6l unto their hill, 
But, alfo, fpread themfelves out of thofe wayes, 
Among tiie graffe, the leaves, and bufhy fprayes : 
Ev'n fo, the people here, did come and goe 
Through our large Rodes ; difperfe themfelves into 
A thoufand paffages ; and, often flray 
O're neighbouring Failures, in a pathleife way, 

This, formerly I faw ; and, on that Station^ 
Where this I markt ; I had this Contemplation. 

How happy were this People, did they know 
What reft, our God upon them did beflow I 
On uSy whatjkowres ofbleffings hath he rained^ 
Which he from other Cities hath reftrained? 
And, from how many mifchiefs hath he freed us. 
Which fall on thofe that in good workes exceed us f 
Here lurke no ravenous Beafis to make a prey 
On thofe fat Cattell which thefe Fields i^ re-lay. 
Within our Groves no crtiell Out-lawes hide. 
That in the blood ofpaffengers are dfd. 

L 2 Our 
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Our Lambs, unwarrfdy lye abroad^ benighted', 

By dayy our Virgins walke the Fields unfrighted 

No neighbouring country doth our food foreflaU \ 

No Convoyes need to come and gpe withaU\ 

Noforraine Prince canfuddenly appall us^ 

For Seas doe mote us, and huge Rocks doe wall us. 

No rotten Fennes doe make our ay re unfound\ 

No Foe, doth with a trench enclo/e us round. 

We neither tumults have by night or day^ 

Nor rude unruly Garifons in pay. 

No Taxes y yetj our Land doth over-load \ 

Our Children are not pr eft for warres abroad, 

From Spanijh Inquifitions we are free ; 

(God grant that we, for ever, fo may be) 

IVe are compeld to no Idolatries ; 

Our people doe not in rebellions rifi : 

No failious fpirits much difturbe the State ; 

No Plagues, our dwellings , yet, depopulate. 

No Rots or Murraines have our Cattell kUd: 

Our Barnes and Store-houfeSy with fruits arefUd: 

On ei/ry threjholdy ftore of children play \ 

Our breeding Cattell fill bothftreet atid way. 

Andy were we thankefuU unto him that gave them. 

There are no bluings, but we here might have them. 

SeCy how like Bees upon a Summer-Eve, 
( When their young Nymphes have overfilPd the hive) 
Theyfwarme about the CityyfportingfOy 
As if a winter gale would never blow. 
How little doe they dreame, how many times j 
While they deferved ruinefor their C rimes , 
God naiiheleffe, hathftiewed mercies on them, 
Andftopt thofe Plagues that comming were upon them / 
Howfeldome is it thought, thepoixfr of him, 
Whofe love they much forget (If not contemne) 

Might 
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Might heape upon them all thoft fearfull things^ 
H^tch he upon our neighbouring Nations brings, 
For^ in a moment^ he could fummon hither 
His ludgements, and infliil theniy ail together, 
Eifn all, Buty one ofthofe which he hath brought 
On other Cities^ would enough be thought. 

If in difpleafure hejhould call from thence 
Where now it raves^ the flaughtring Peflilence, 
Or elfe the Famine ; what a change were that^ 
To them that arefo healthy ^ andfofatf 
How defolate^ in leffe then hcUfe a yeare, 
Might all our lodgings and ourjlreets dppeare f 
How unfrequented would that randevow 
Be madCy in which^ we throngs andjufUe now f 
How lonely would thefe walkes and fields be founds 
Wherein I fee the people fo abound f 

Or^Jhoidd he whifUefor his armed Bands^ 
( Which now are wafHng other Chriflian Lands) 
To put in aiUon on our Commick Stage 
The Tragedies ofWY^x, and brutijh rage : 
What lamentations then here would be made^ 
And calling unto mindCy what peace we had} 
Should we in eifry houfCy at boord and bed 
Have Souldiers, and rude Captaines billeted^ 
That would command^ andfwagger as if they 
Had all the Townefhip (where they lodge) in pay, 
To wait upon their pleafures ; andfhouldfee 
Our orvne defenders^ our devourers be. 
Should we behold thefe fields (now full offport) 
Cut out with Trenches ; there^ a warlike Fort ; 
Another here \ A Sconce not farre from that\ 
A new raised Mount, or fome ftre-fpitting Cat, 
From which the Foes our actions might furvey. 
And make their Bullets on our houfes play, 

L 3 Should 
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Should nie behold our Dwellings beaten doume \ 

Our Temples battered \ Turrets over throwne \ 

Our feats of pleafure burning from afarre ; 

Heare^from without y the thundring Voice ofYlzx ; 

Within^ thefhriekes ofchildren^ or the cry 

Of women^ flrucke withfeares^ orfamifht nigh. 

Should we behold, what painfully we gpty 

Poffefl by thofe thatfeeke to cut our throat ; 

Our children flaine before us, on the ground \ 

Our felves pier ^t through withfome deep mortall UH>und; 

And fee (eifn there) where we have wantonni^d^ 

Our beauteous wives, by fomefkme Troupe furpris^d. 

And ravifht in our view. Or {which is worfe) 

IVhen we have feene all this, be for ^t perforce 

To live \ and live their flaves thcUfhallpoffeffe 

Our wives, and all our ourward happineffe \ 

And, then, want alfo, that pure Word of Grace 

To comfort us, which yet adomes this plcue. 

Should fuch a Defliny (as God defend) 
This people, and this place, thought I, attend, 
(For^ this may be ; and ev*ry day we heare 
That other Nations doe this burthen beare) 
Should we who now for pleafure walke the field, 
Befaine to fear ch what weeds the paftures yeeld 
To feed us ; andpeake hungerly about. 
Some Roots, or Hawes, or Berries tofinde out, 
To keepefromflarving \ and not gaine a food 
So meane, without the hazard of our blood : 
Should fome contagious fickneffe, noifome make 
This place, wherein, fuch pleafure now we take : 
Should in thefe places, whither we repaire 
Our bodies to refrefh loith wholefome ayre, 
Thofe bla/Hngs or Serenes upon us fall. 
Which other places are annoyed wiihall. 

Should 
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Should from the wife the husband he drvordd^ 
Or from the parent fhould the child be ford d^ 
While here they walkt^ and perifh by thefword: 
Or y fhould here be a famine of the Word, 
On which would follow ^ to our grief e andflianUy 
A thoufand other Plagues which I could name. 
Should thofe things be; then what our bleffings are 
Jt would byfuch a curfe toofoone appeare, 

Then^ feele wefhouldy what comforts might arife 
From thofe great mercies y which we now defpife^ 
Or think not on. Yea, fo we might enjoy 
But part of that which now we mif-employy 
We thinke it would, a greater happineffe. 
Then, yet wefinde in all we now poffejfe. 
We then fhould know how much we have beene bleft 
In our long time of plenty health, and reft: 
Howfweet it is that we may to and fro 
Without reflraint, orfeare, or danger goe ; 
How much we owe to him that hathfo long 
Our Granards filled, and our Gates madefirong; 
Permitting us to walkefor our delight 
About our fields, whilft others march to fight; 
Andfuffring us to feaft, whilfl others fafl. 
Or, of the bread offowre Afflidlion taft. 

As heretofore the peopled Fields I walked, 
To this effedl, my thoughts within me talked ; 
And though all prefent Obje^s gave content, 
My heart did fuch Ideaes reprefent 
Of Judgements likely to be call upon 
So great a City, and a iinfull one ; 
That much I feared, I fhould live to fee. 
Some fuch afiSidlions, as here mentioned be. 
And loe, (though yet, I hope, not in his wrath) 
God, part of that I fear*d, inflidled hath ; 

L4 A 
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A warning War he hath begun to wage 

Againfl the crying dnnes of this our age, 

And of this place : And in a gentle wife 

Pour'd out a tafle of thofe Csdamities 

AVhich other feele at large : that, we fhould moume 

For our tranfgreffions, and to him retume. 

Vouchfafe^ oh 1 God, thatfoone returne we may^ 

Left thou in anger, fweepe us all away. 

If we obferved, well, what God hath done, 
And in what manner, he with us b^un ; 
How he forewarned us, of thofe Plagues, which he 
Vouchfafed David ihould a chufer be : 
(And how, ev*n he himfelfe, in mercy chufed. 
To keepe us from what David had refufed) 
We (hould perceive, that our mod loving God 
At firfl did threaten, with a Fathers rod. 

A little while before this Peftilence, 
Of his jufl wrath we had intelligence 
By divers tokens, which we did contemne, 
Or, at the bell, but little heeded them. 
The Spring before this Plague, one jerke we had 
By WAR, which made no little number fad, 
By calling many from their eafe ; by taking 
Some husbands from their wives, & childlds making 
Some Parents : which permitted was to (how us 
In part, what (harpe corrections God did owe us. 
And make us minde, that this unhallow'd place 
Is thus long fpared meerely of his grace. 
Elfe, to awake us with fome touch of that 
Which he hath brought on many a forraine State. 

For, that he might but touch us, he did call 
No Armies hither, to afflidt us all. 
But, as a Generall in time of war. 
When all his Troupes of fomewhat guilty are ; 

On 
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On them the fortune of the let doth try, 
That fome as warnings to the red may dye : 
Ev*n fo, the God of Armies^ in like cafe, 
Pickt, here and there a man, from ev'iy place, 
To meet the fword / that, ev'ry place might leame, 
His Mercies^ and his luJUce to difceme. 
And, leave off finne ; which, if we breaJke not from, 
His Fiagu^^ and terrors all, will fhortly come. 

If any (hall objedt, we lofl in thefe 
But fome corrupted blood, which did difeafe 
The common Body : Let them underfland^ 
That it portends hot Fevers in the Land, 
When fuch Fhlebotomy is needfull thought : 
And, that, good blood^ as well as what is nought, 
Is lofl at eVry op'ning of a veine. 
The foot was prickt, and we did feele no paine ; 
The next blood-letting may be in the Arme, 
Where lyes our flrength. God fhend us fro the harm 
Of fuch like Surgery ; unlefTe we fee 
The Signe be better then it feemes to be. 

God fcar'd us, lately, alfo, by a Dearth^ 
And for the peoples faults did curfe the Earth. 
The Winter lafl before the Fejl began, 
Throughout fome Northeme Shires a Famine ranne, 
That flarved fome ; and other fome were faine. 
Their hungry appetites to entertaine 
With fwine, and fheep, and horfes, which have d/d 
By chance : For, better could they not provide, 
Some others on boild nettles gladly fed, 
Or elfe had ofl gone fupperleffe to bed. 
And this was much, confidering the foile 
And ordinaiy plenties of this lie. 
Nay, flnce the Sickneffe^ we (mall hopes poffeiTed, 
Of that, wherewith, this Kingdom, God hath ble^ed. 

L 5 ..For, 
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For, when Earths worabe did big with plenty grow, 

When her large bofome, and full brefls, did (how 

Such fignes of faire encreafe, that hope of more 

Was never in our life-times heretofore : 

A later frofl, our early bloffomes cropt ; 

The heav'ns, upon our labours, leanneffe dropt ; 

And fuch perpetuall fhowres, and flouds we had, 

That of a Famine, we were fearfuU made, 

And fcarce had any hope (in common reafon) 

Of harveft either in, or out of feafon. 

Yet he with-held that Plague, The Sky grew cleare ; 

A kindly wheather drove away our feare. 

The Floods did finck ; the Mildewes were expelFd ; 

The bending eares of come, their heads up held; 

And Harveft came, which fild our Granards more, 

Then in the fruitfulPfl, of fev*n yeares before. 

And, doubtleffe, had we gone to meet our God, 
With true repentance, when this fearfull Rod 
Was raifed firfl ; it had away beene flung. 
And not continued in this Realme fo long. 
For, as a Father, when his deareft child 
Growes difobedient, rude, and over-wilde, 
Firfl wames ; then threatens ; then, the rod doth (how ; 
Then frown es ; and then doth feare him with a blow. 
Then doubles, and redoubles it, untill 
He makes him grow more plyant to his will. 
And leave thofe wanton tricks which in conclufion 
May prove the parents griefe, and childes confufion. 
Ev*n as this Father ; fo, our God hath wrought. 
Vs, by his Word of Grace, he firfl befought : 
Then, of his Wrath, and luflice fpake unto us : 
Next, hanging over us, he plagues did (how us. 
Yea, divers months before this Vengeance came, 
The fpotted Fever did forewarne the fame. 

Was 
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Was made her Harbenger ; and in one week 
Sent hundreds, in the Grave, their bed to feek. 
Which nought prevailing, he did thereupon 
(As being loath to flrike) firfl flrike but one. 
Then, two or three : then (laid a while ; and than 
To finite another number he began, 
And then a greater. Neither did God fhow 
This mercy, onely, in the puWike blow ; 
But daign'd it, alfo, in that chaflifement. 
Which he to ev'ry man in private fent 
To haflen his repentance ; firfl, he finote 
Some one of thofe he knew, in place remote. 
Within a weeke, another better knowne ; 
Next week a fiiend ; the next a dearer-one ; 
A little after that, perhaps, another ; 
And then a kinfman, or an onely brother. 
Which no amendment working, God did come 
(To make him heedfuU) fomewhat nearer home : 
Knockt at his neighbours houfe, and tooke out all 
Or mofl who lodg'd on tother fide the wall ; 
Then called at his doore, and feized on 
A fervant firfl ; foone afterward, a fonne ; 
Next night was hazarded a daughters life ; 
And e're that morning came, he lofl his wife : 
At lafl fell ficke himfelfe, and then repented. 
Or dy*d, or liveth to be worfe tormented 

Thus, as it were by fleps, God came upon us, 
That either Love or Terror might have won u$. 
To feeke our peace. But, yet, fo few were warned, 
(And this long fuffiing, fo few foules difcemed) 
That fome the nature of this Plague beli'd ; 
The number of the dead, fome flrove to hide. 
On groundles hopes, Gods ludgmets, fome deferred. 
Some fcoffed others, when they were deterred, 

Some 
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Some raised a profit from it Yea, fo few 
Conceived what was likely to enfue ; 
That when we (hould like Niniveh have fared. 
For fports, and caufeleile Triumphs we prepared. 
Of pleafure, in exceflive wife, we tailed. 
Vft/eajkdy when we rather (hould hzMefafled, 
And when in fack-cloth we ihould loud have ciy'd, 
EVn then we ruffled in our greatefl pride. 

Which God perceiving, and that we were growne 
Regardlefle of his fmiles, and of his frowne ; 
He did command his Mercy ^ to let goe 
That hand which did reflraine his luJHce fo. 
Then, catching up a Viall of his wrath, 
(Which he in (lore for fuch offenders hath) 
He did on this our Citie, poure it downe. 
And, as flrong poifon (hed upon the cro^e, 
Defcendeth to the members, from the head ; 
And, foone, doth over all the body fpread : 
Ev'n fo, this noyfome plague of PcJUUnce^ 
On our head City falling, did from thence, 
Difperfe and foake throughout this Empery^ 
In fpight of all our camall policie. 

Our want of penitency to allay 
Gods wrath, and flop his anger in the way, 
£nflamed and exafperated fo 
This Fiend^ that he did thoufands over-throw 
In fome few minuts : and, the greedy Grave 
Devour'd as if it none alive would fave. 
Death lurkt at ev'ry angle of the flreet, 
And did arrefl whom ever he did meet 
There fcarcely was that houfe or lodging found, 
In which he did not either flay or wound. 
In evr'y roome his murthers adled he. 
Our Clofets nay our Temples were not free 

From 
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From his attemptings ; no not while men pray'd, 

Could his unbridled fury be delay'd. 

In fundry Families there was not one 

Whom his rude hand did take compaffion on : 

Nay many times he did not fpare the lafl» 

Vntill the buriall of the firll was pad. 

For, e're the Bearers back againe could come, 

The reft were ready for their graves at home. 

Nor bad nor good, nor rich nor poore did fcape him : 

Nor foole nor wifeman, an excufe could (hape him : 

He fhunned not the yong man in the fadle, 

Nor him that lay and cryed in the cradle. 

So dreadfuU was his looke, fo fteme and grim, 

That many d/d through very feare of him. 

For, to mens fancies he did oft appeare 

In fhapes which fo exceedind gaftly were, 

That flefli and blood, unable was, to brooke, 

The horror of his all affrighting look. 

Ev'n in that houfe, whofe roofe did cover me, 
Of this, a fad experiment had we : 
For, there, a plague-ficke man (at leaft) conceiued 
That Death a (hape affuming, he perceiued 
Deform'd and vgly ; whereat loud he cryes. 
Oh I hide me^ hide me^ from his dreadfuU eyes, 
Looke y oh / iooke there he comes : now by the bed 
Heflands ; now at tJufeet ; now at the head. 
Oh I drawy draw, draw i/ie Curtainey Sirs I pray ^ 
Thai his grim looke no more behold I may. 
To this effedl, and fuch like words he fpake. 
But that their hearers hearts they more did (hake. 
Then, refted he a while, and by and by 
Vp darting, with a lamentable cry, 
Ran to a Couch, whereon his wife (who waking 
Two nights before had beene) fome reft was ts^ing ; 

There 
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There, kneeling downe, & both his hands up rearing, 

As if his eye had feene pale Death appearing 

To (Irike his wife ; Good Sir, faid he, forbeare 

To kill or harme that poore yong woman there : 

For God's fake do notjbike her ; for you fee 

Sh^s great with child. Lo, you have wounded me 

Jn twenty places ; and I doe not care 

How me you mif chief efo that her you f pare, 

Ev'n this, and more then I to minde can call. 

He a6led with a looke fo tragicall, 

That, all by (landers, might have thought, his eyes 

Saw reall obje<5ls and no fantafies. 

To others, Death, no doubt, himfelfe convaid 
In other formes, and other Pageants plaid. 
Whilfl in her armes the mother thought (he kept 
Her Infant fafe ; Death (lole him when (he flept. 
Sometime he tooke the mothers life away. 
And left the little babe, to lye and play 
With her cold paps, and childi(h game to make 
About thofe eyes, that never more (hall wake. 

Sometimes wh6 friends where talking he did force 
The one to leave unfinifht his difcourfe. (ted, 

Sometimes, their morning meetings he hath thwar- 
Who thought not they for ever had been parted. 
The night before. And many a lovely Bride, 
He hath defloured by the Bridegroomes fide. 
At ev'ry hand, lay one or other dying : 
On ev'ry part, were men and women crying. 
One for a husband ; for a friend another ; 
One for a fifter, wife, or onely brother : 
Some children for their parents mone were making ; 
Some, for the loffe of fervants care were taking ; 
Some parents for a childe ; and fome againe 
For loffe of all their children did complaine. 

The 
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The mother dared not to clofe her eyes, 

Through feare that while (he fleepes, her baby dyes. 

Wives truiled not their husbands out of doore, 

Led they might back againe returae no more. 

And in their abfence if they did but heare 

One knock or call in haft, they quak'd through feare, 

That fome unlucky meffenger had brought 

The newes of thofe mifchances they forethought 

And if (with care and griefe o're-tyr*d) they flept, 

They dream'd of GhofiSy & Graves^ & Ihriekt, & wept. 

He that o*re night went healthy to his bed, 
Lookt, ere the morning, to be ficke, or dead. 
He that rofe lufty, at the rifmg Sunne, 
Grew faint, and breathleffe, e're the day was done. 
And, he that for his friend, this day did forrow, 
Lay clofe befide him in a grave the morrow. 
Some men amidft their pleafures were difeafed / 
Some, in the very adl of fm were feized : 
Some, hence were taken laughing, and fome finging : 
Some, as they others to their graves were bringing, 
Yea, io impartiall was this kind of Deathy 
And fo extreamly venomous his breath. 
That they who did not in this place expire. 
Where faved, like the Children in the fire. 

It may be that to fome it will appear e^ 
My Mufe hath onely poetized here \ 
And that Ifain^d expreffions doe rehearfe. 
As mojt of thofe that ufe to write in verfe : 
Buty in this Foeme Jpurfue thefbry 
Ofreall Truths without an Allegory : 
And many yet furviving witneffe may. 
That Icomefhort of what I more might fay, 
Buty what I can I utter ; and I touch 
This moumjull firing, fo often^ andfo much. 

As 
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As in this Book I doe; that I might Jhow 

To them that of thefe griefes forgetfull grow^ 

What forrowes and what dangers they have had] 

That all of us more thankefull may be made : 

And if to any thefe things doe appeare 

Or tedious^ or impertinent ; J feare 

That mofl of them are they^ who take no pleafure^ 

For good and ufefull things to be at leifure. 

And more delight in Poems worded out^ 

Then thofe that are Gods works employ d about. 

Me thinkes, I cannot fpeake enough of that 
Which I have feene ; nor full enough relate 
What I declare ; but Hill it feemes to me 
I leave out fotnewhat that Ihoukl uttVed be. 
For, though in mofl, the fence thereof be gone, 
It was God's Judgement, and a fearfull one. 

And, L OND ON, what availed then thy pride, 
Thy pleafures and thy wealth fo multiply'd ? 
Or, then, oh ! what advantage didfl thou get 
By thofe vaine things, whereon thy heart is fet ? 
How many fev*rall Plagues did God prevent, 
Before this Judgement was upon thee fent ? 
How many loving favours had he done thee. 
Before fo roughly he did feize upon thee ? 
And, that thou mightfl his purpofes difcover, 
How long together, did he fend thee over 
The weekly newes, of thofe great Defolations, 
Which he inflidls on many other Nations? 
How often did he fend, e're this befell. 
His Prophets, of his Judgements to foretell ? 
How many thoufand J^eachers hath he fent, 
With teares, to pray, and woo thee to repent ; 
To tell thee, that thy pride, and thy exceffe, 
Thy lufls, thy furfets, and thy drunkenneffe, 

Thine 
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Thine idleneife, thy great impieties^ 

Thy much prophaneneiTe, thy hypocrilies, 

And other vanities, would bring at lafl 

Thofe plagues whereof thou now fome feeling haft ? 

How did thy Pajbrs to repent conjure thee ? 
How ftrongly did Gods MinUlers afTure thee 
That all thy love, thy labour, and thy coft 
Beftow'd on camall pleafures, would be loft? 
That, thou hereafter (houldft become aihamed 
Of that whereof thy comforts thou hadft framed ; 
And that thofe evills would at length befall 
From which no mortall hand reprieve thee ftialL 

Thou canft not but acknowledge thefe things were 
EVn ev'ry moment, rounded in thy eare ; 
And that thy Sonnes of Thunder did prefage 
What, for thy fmnes, (hould be thine heritage. 
Yet, thou to heare their meftage didft refufe. 
And, as the ftubbome unbdeeving lewes^ 
Defpifed all thofe Prophets^ who foreihew'd 
The times of their approaching fervitude, 
Yea, punifht them, as troublers of the Land, 
And fuch as weakned much the peoples hand : 
So, thou accountedft of thy Teadiers, then. 
But as a crew of buiie-headed men, 
Who cauflefly, thy quietneffe difturbing, 
Had for their laucinefte, deferved curbing. 
But with amazement, now thou doft behold, 
That they have no uncertainties foretold. 
For, God in this one lingle Plague^ comprifed 
Thofe other Judgements^ all, epitomized ; 
Which for thy mine he at large will fend, 
If this be not enough to work his end. 
Obferve this Pejiilence^ and thou (halt fee, 
That as there may be fome out fin in thee 

With 
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With other great Tranfgreffions interlaced, 

So, divers Plagues in this great Plague were placed. 

It (hew'd thee (in fome fafhion) their diflrelTes, 
Whom WARy in a befieged Fort opprefles : 
For, lo, thou wert deprived of all Trade, 
As if thy Foes blockt up thy River had 
And, though no armed Hod thy wall furrounded, 
Yet (which was worfe) thou by thy friends wert boun- 
For, whatfoever perfon palfed from (ded : 

Thy Ports, upon an enemy did come. 
And none more cruell to thy children proved, 
Then fome of thine, who from thy Plagues removed. 

Confufion^ and Diforder^ threatned thee, 
(On which attendeth all the Plagues that be) 
For, mod of thy grave Senate, who did beare 
Thy names of office, far departed were, 
To other places ; leaving thee, nigh fpent 
And languifhing for want of Government 
Yea, they that were thy Trujl, and thy Delight, 
In times of health, did then forfake thee quite ; 
To teach us, that thofe men, and vanities, 
Which have our hearts, in our profperities, 
Will in affli<5lion be the firil who leave us ; 
And, when we mofl expedl, then mod deceive us. 

Oh ! whither then ; oh ! whither were they gone, 
Who, thy admired Beauty doted on ? 
Where did thy Lovers in thofe dayes appeare, 
Who did fo court thee, and fo often fweare 
Aflfedlion to thee / whither were they fled. 
Whom thou haft oft with fweeteft junkets fed? 
And they, whom thou fo many yeares, at eafe, 
Didft lodge within thy faireft Palaces f 

Where London, were thy skarlet Fathers hous*d, 
Who in thy glory, were to thee efpous'd ? 

What 
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AVhat were become of all thy children, which 
Were nurfed at thy bred, made great, and rich 
By thy good-hu/wtfry f and whom we fee 
In thy profperity fo huggfd of thee ? 

Where were thy rev'rend Paftors^ who had pay 
To feed thy Flocks, and for thy linne to pray? 
(I mull confefTe) the meanefl, and fome few 
Of better fort, were in aifedlion true, 
And gave thee comfort But, oh ! where were thofe, 
Thofe greater ones, on whom thy hand beftowes 
The laigefl portions ? Thofe, who have profefl 
A zealous care of thee, above the reft ? 
Thofe, who (as I conceive) had undertaken 
A chaige that fhould not then have beene forfaken ? 
Thofe mdJiy filken-Do^rs, who did here 
In ihining iatten CalTocks late appeare ? 
They who (till now, a thing fcarce heard of ever) 
Do flaunt it in their Velvet, Plufh, and Beaver. 
And they, whom thou didft honor far above 
Thofe meane ones, who, then, fhewed thee moft love ? 

Where were they ? &, where were thy Lawyers too 
That heretofore, did make fo much adoe 
Within thy Courts of lujiice f Prethee, where 
Were thofe Phyfitians^ who fo forward were 
To give thee phyfick, when thou neededft lefle, 
And wert but (icke, of eafe, and wantonneffe ? 
Where did their foot cloths wait ? where couldft thou 
For their affiftance ? what became of all (call 

Their Diets^ and Receipts f and why did they 
In that neceflity depart away ? 

Where lurckt thofe Poetqflers^ who were wont 
To pen thy Mummeries, and vainly hunt 
For bafe reward, by foothing up the Crimes 
Of our Grand Epicures^ in lofty Rimes ; 

And 
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And doe before each others Poems raife 
The firuitieffe Trophees of a txuthleffe praife ? 
Dar'd none of all thofe matchleffe wits to tary 
This brunt ? That his experienced Mufe might cary 
This Newes to after times ; and move compafiiony 
By his all moving flraines of Lamentation f 
What, none but me ? me onely leave they to it, 
To whom they fhame to yeeld the Name of Poet f 
Well ; if they ever had a minde to weare 
The Lawreat Wreath^ they might have got it here : 
For though that my performance may be bad, 
A braver Subjedl, Mufes never had. 

Where were thy troups of Rorers 9 where were they 
Who in thy Chambers did the wantons play ? 
Provoking God Almighty, downe to cad 
Thofe plagues from which they fled away fo faft f 
Yea, whither were thofe Nothings^ all retir'd. 
Of whom thou wert, of late, fo much defur'd ? 
Alas ! was there not any of all thefe 
Who flaid to comfort thee, in this Difeafe? 
Did all depart away? And, being gone. 
Leave thee to beare thy forrowes all alone ? 
Left they upon thy Tally all that fin. 
Which had by them and thee, committed bin ? 

Yes, yes, they left thee : ev'n all thefe : and they 
So left thee, LondoUy when they went away, 
That thy affli<5lions they did aggravate, 
And make more bitter thy deplored Fate, 

A Dearth mixt alfo in this Pejl was found, 
For they who did in riches mod abound, 
(And (hould have holpen to relieue the poore) 
Departing hence, diminifhed thy (lore. 
To other Borroughes they themfelves betooke : 
Their fick diilreffed brethren, they forfooke, 

And 
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And, left on thofe that would be hofpitable, 
A burthen which to beare they were unable. 
Thofe few, of worth, who did in thee remaine, 
Had multitudes of beggers to fuflaine ; 
And, from the Country (as before I faid) 
The fending of fupply was long delaid. 

There was a Famine alfo, which exceeded 
This other ; though the fame by few was heeded. 
We had not fo much fcarcity of bread. 
As of that food wherewith our foules are fed. 
For, of our Pajlors (in the greatefl dangers) 
Some left us to the charity of Strangers. 
And, many foules, whom they were bound to cherifh 
Deprived of timely fuflenance, did perifh. 

Who could have thought, this Vineyard^ heretofore 
So fruitfuU ; and wherein the falvage Bore 
Of Turky rooted not : and whofe thick fence 
Hath long tune kept the Bulls of Bqflian thence ; 
Should then (ev'n in the Vintage time) be found 
So bare of what, fo lately did abound ? 
And, then (a thing worth note) when ev'ry Field 
And meanefl Villages did plenties yeeld ? 

Indeed, not long before, we furfeted, 
And plaid the wantons with our heav'nly bread. 
Our appetite was clo/d ; and we grew dainty, 
Aud either loath'd, or murmur'd at our plenty. 
Yea, many of us, when at will we had it, 
By private Cookeries^ unwholefome made it. 
For which, and for our bafe unthankfulnefTe, 
Our portion and allowance waxed leffe : 
And, we who (like fond children) would not eat, 
Vnleife, this man, or that man carv'd our meat, 
Then (like poore folkes that of meere almes doe live^ 
Were glad to take of any that would give. 

The 
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The Laborers were few ; the Harvejl laige : 
And of die bed of thofe that had the charge 
To fpread Gods Table, fome grew faint and tired 
By their perpetuall travaile : fome expired 
Their painfull foules, and freely facrifiz'd 
Themfelves for us, that we might be fuffiz'd. 

Among which happy number I doe blefle 
The memory of learned Makerneffe, 
And zealous Etotiy whofe laige Congr^ations, 
Bemoan'd their lode with hearty lamentations. 
And worthily : for, they did labour here 
With cheerfulneffe ; and in their Callings were 
So tpjly diligent whilfl vigour laRed, 
That they their life blood, yea their fpirits wailed ; 
And ev'n unflackt the very nerves and powres 
Of their owne foules, to helpe enable ours. 

To bury^ nigh a hundred in a day, 
To churchy to marry ^fludy^ preach dXi^pray ; 
To wake betimes ] at night late watch to k^pe ; 
To be dijlurb'd at midnight from ^tufleepe ; 
To vijit him that on his death-bed lyes ; 
Oft to communicate; more oft baptize; 
And daily (and all day) to be in action, 
As were thofe two, to give due fatisfadtion 
To their great Flocks ; more Laborers there needed ; 
And their confumed ilrengths, it much exceeded. 

But, they are now at re/l: their worke is done, 
Their Fight is finifhed : their Goale is won : 
And, though no Trophee I to them can raife. 
Save, this poore withered Wreath of mortall praife ; 
Their Majler (to reward their faithfulneffe) 
For them referved Crownes of Happineffe ; 
Becaufe, unto his houjhold^ they the Brecul 
Of Life, in feafon, have diilributed. 

Nor 
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Nor was the Food of life diminifht more 

By fuch mens want alone, then heretofore. 

But, to our difcontent, we alfo had 

Our due allowances the Ihorter made 

Ev'n by command. For, fome (I know not why) 

Had falfely mif-inform'd Authority ^ 

That our promifcuous meetings, at the Faft^ 

Increafl the Plague : which was beleev'd in haft. 

And being urg'd, perhaps, with fuch faire ihewes 

Of Redfon^ as Conjeilure could infufe ; 

(The matter being aggravated too. 

With fuch untruths, as travell to and fro) 

The publike preaching on the FaJHng day^ 

Was, in an evill feafon, tooke away. 

For, when the flelh was fed, and foule deprived 
Of two Repafts, which weekly we received, 
Prophanenefie, and hard-heartednefle began 
To get new rooting in the mind of man. 
We miffed thofe good helpes, and thofe examples 
Which had been preached to us in our Temples. 
The poore did want full quickly, to their griefe, 
Thofe Almes the Faft brought out for their reliefe. 
And, when with Prayers^ Preaching did not goe, 
Our cold DevotionSy did far colder grow. 

What inftrument of mifchiefe might he be 
Who caufed that ? and, what a Foole was he ! 
If Wenfday-Sermons holpe infe<5l ; I pray 
What kept us liafer on the Sabbath day f 
Since moll faft then till noone without refe<flion ? 
Or what at Funerat/s, did ftop infedlion ? 

Good God ! in thy affaires, how value (to me) 
Doth camall Po/iiy appeare to be ? 
How apt is flefh and blood to run a courfe, 
Which makes the foules condition, worfe and worfe? 

To 
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To venture on eternall death how toward ! 
And in a temporall danger what a coward 1 

Sure, had not fuch a project, had a fcope 
Beyond the reaching of the Devils hope, 
And been too damnable for any one 
To be his Procurator thereupon ; 
Some would have made the motion that we might 
Have liv'd excluded from our Churches quite : 
And, that till God his hand (hould pleafe to (lay, 
None (hould in publike, either preach, or pray. 

*Twas well the weekly number of the dead, 
By Gods meere mercy, was dimini(hed. 
Before the prohibition of the Fa/l: 
The Fiend had elfe, for evermore, difgrac't 
That Difcipline : and carnall Policy 
Had fo infulted o're Divinity^ 
That, in fucceeding Ages, men unholy. 
Would thence have proved, fuch Devotion, Folly. 
But, God prevented it, that we (hould take 
Good notice of it ; and good ufes make : 
And I have mention'd it, that here I may 
God's Wifedome and Man's fooli(hne(re difplay. 

Oh ! let us to our Fajls againe retume ; 
Let us, for our omi(rions truly moume ; 
And not capitulate with God, as.tho 
He, fird his Rod out of his hand (hould throw, 
Eere we would come unto him : for, if thus 
A fon of ours (hould beare himfelfe to us, 
It would our ire exafperate the more ; 
And make the fault feem greater then before. 

Why (hould we in an a6tion that is juft 
The mercy of our gracious God didruft ? 
Or, unto any place be loath to go. 
Where God is to be heard, or fpoken to. 

Though 
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Through feare of that which may be caught at home 

And in a thou&nd places where we come ? 

Our flnnes and plagues were publike : fo fhould wee 

In Prafrsy and Teares^ and Alm^s, and Faftings be. 

For, that (Irong Devill which hath tortured thus 

Our generall body, is not cafl from us 

By fingle Exorcifmes : neither (hall 

Our privacies advantage us at all, 

Except in what conduces to the health 

Of private men, or of their private wealth. 

If we in clofe retirements (by our feare) 
At markets, or where worfe AfTemblies are, 
Infe6led grow : the Devilly by and by 
With us perfwadeth, either to belye 
The Churchy our conftant Faftings or fome one 
Good worke, or pious adlion we have done. 
(As vifiting the fick, in time of need, 
Or any other fuch like Chriflian deed) 
For, he thofe pradlices doth greatly fpight, 
And, to difparage them hath much delight : 
Becaufe he fees, that fuch as are inclinde 
To pious meanes, will foone by triall iinde. 
Good hopes to thrive beyond their expectations ; 
Their knowledge, foole his cunning machinations ; 
Their faiths grow flrong ; temptations weak appeare ; 
Their joy mod perfedl, where mod forrowes are ; 
And know, that when the Lord of Hoafts is armed, 
With all his ludgements^ that, he lead is harmed. 
Who, bold through Lovey felfe-trujl quite from him 
And, runs with cofidence to meet his blows, (throws 

Let no man then be fearfuU to repaire 
Vnto the houfe oi Preachings or of Prayr; 
Or, any whither elfe, thofe works to doe. 
Which he by Confcience is obliged to : 

M No, 
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No, though the Devill in the paflage lay, 
Or flrow'd mod feaifull dangers in the way. 
For, if in fuch a cafe, our death we take, 
Our death, (hall for our bed advantage make. 

Yet, let none thinke I this opinion cary. 
That ev'ry Churchy will be a SanHuary^ 
To all that come. For, fure, if any dare 
Without Devotion^ in Gods houfe appeare, 
To them, that place, more peril! threatens, then, 
A chamber thronged with infe<Sled men. 

Some fainted in the Churchy as others did 
Within their houfes (where themfelves they hid) 
Yet not fo often. For, though fome did pleafe 
To blame the Church for fpreading this difeafe. 
No places were more harmlefle. None did we 
Behold more healthy, or to fcape more free 
From this InfedHon^ then thofe perfons, whom 
We faw mod often, to Gods worfhip come. 
Nor were there any houfes more infedled 
Then theirs, who mod the houfe of God negledled. 
I fpeake not this by rumor : For, ev'n thither 
Reforted I, where thronged were together 
The greateft multitudes : And day by day 
I fate, where all the croud I could furvey. 
Yet, I nor man, nor childe, nor woman few. 
To Unke, looke pale, or from their place withdraw. 
And, doubtleffe, if fuch faintings there had beene. 
As many prated of; I fome had feene. 
Which, fmce I did not fee, I wifli againe, 
None would at fuch a time, Gods houfe refraine. 
Except in Congregations not their owne. 
And where infedlion feared is, or knowne : 
Or in their owne AfTembly, where diforder 
Committed wilfully, the Fed may further. 
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Or, when their bodie*s weakenes, or the Aire 
Their fafeties may fome other waies impaire. 
Excepting to (in times of VifitaHon^ 
When they are markt with markes of Separation^ 
As Rifing^ Blaines^ or Sores, Or, newly from 
The company of fuch like perfons, come. 
Or, whenfoever they or doe, or may 
Suppofe themfelves Infedlious any way. 

Thefe (as the Lepers did, by Mofes Law) 
From publike Congregations fhould withdraw, 
For, fure, if any fuch themfelves intrude 
To mixe among a healthy Multitude, 
(Though prayers or devotions they pretend, 
Or whatfoever other pious end^ 
Their foolifh praAife is vnwarrantable ; 
Yea, their condition fo uncharitable, 
That I abhorre it : and beleeve that for 
So doing, God i}Ck€v[ prayers doth abhorre : 

And^ here^ (although it may impertinent 
By fome be thought) I cannot chufe but vent^ 
How I diflike ourfo much liked fajhion 
OfburicUl^ where the publike Congregation 
Are bound to meet : And then^ efpeciallyy 
When of infectious griefes great numbers dye, 
I know both Cuflome, and Opinion, have 
So rooted this^ that I my breath may fave 
In reprehending it, Yety when I mufl 
Be taken hence^ and tume againe to dufty 
Let nought but Earth and Heaifn my carcaffe cover ^ 
And neither Church nor Chappell roofe me over ; 
Nor any other Buildings^ faving thofe 
That onelyfervCy fuch reliques to enclofe, 

For^ though I doe ingenuoufly confeffcy 
We fhould tofhow our ChrifticLn hopefulneffe 
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Ofrifingfrom the dead^ lodge decently 
Their fiejhy who in Chriils Faith profeffe to dye: 
Andy that Churchyards, or plots diJHnguiJht from 
The vulvar ufe^ doe bejlofall become 
That purpofe, Yet^ I know the common guife 
Of butting in the Church, didfirfl arife 
From ancient Superdition \ and to gaine 
Some outward profit, to the priefUy traine. 
For, manyfimple men were made conceive 
That if (when they were dead) they might have leave 
To reft within thofe plots of hallowed ground^ 
Which either Church or Chappell didfurround\ 
No wicked ^'^vnX.Jhould permittance have. 
To trouble or cUfufe them^ in the grave : 
Whereas (which yet oldfooles beleeve they doe) 
They might elfe rife, and walke at midnight too 
About their ftreetSj and houfes, or croffe wayes \ 
Tillfome Mafle-monger them at quiet layes : 
And then it was fuppos'd, how much the nigher 
They lay unto their Altar, or their Choire, 
By fo much more thefafer theyfhoidd reft\ 
Which brought no petty fummes to Dagons cheft. 
Thence was it, that our Churches, firftof all. 
Were glased with Scutchions like a Heralds hall\ 
And thai this age in them depainted fees 
So many vaine and lying Pedigrees. 
Thence comes it that we now adayes behold 
Some Chancels filled up with rotten, old, 
Andfoolifh monuments. From hence we fee 
So many puppet Images to be 
On edry wall within our Oratories : 
So many Epitaphs, and lying ftories. 
Of men deceaft: and, thence the guife was gotten^ 
To letfo many Banners dropping rotten 

Deforme 
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Deforme our pillars \ and withdraw our eyes 
From pious obje6ls to thofe vanities. 

If any man defirous be to lye 
Within a Monument, when hejhall dye : 
Let ev^ry noble Family ere^ 
Within their Cities fome f aire Architedl, 
Within the compajje ofwhofe roofed wall 
There may be founded fome good Hofpitall 
Or buildings for the lawfull recreation 
Ofyouthy and for the honor of the Nation. 
And of that Name or kin^ when any dyes^ 
There lay their bones \ or to their memories 
Eren there Tables. And^ let them that had 
Such minds, and fortunes^ to the Strudlure adde. 
Yea thither (if they pkafe) let t/iem tranflate 
Their anceflors, But^ I have f poke too late^ 
Thofe times are pafl in which our noble ones 
Were able to ere^lfuch piles offlones 
As might be eminent. Our kingly rcLce 
Had by thefeventh Henry , fuch a place 
Erected for them, fo magnificent. 
That to thih Land it is an ornament. 
Let them that cannot reach the cofl of thefe, 
Raife Cawfies, Bridges, a9ui make Docks, and YJtyt,^ 
For publike ufe: which with as little cofl 
As mnv upon their pedling Tombe, is lofl. 
Should make them live far re longer in their fames ; 
For, we would thofe entitle by their Names. 

All they t/iat laite their Country, now they know 
Which way they may their money befl beflow, 
( To memorize their Frieruis, with profiting 
The publike) will confider of this thing 
And build them Tombes where we may praife the work ; 
Not in a Church obfcure, unfeene to lurke^ 

M 3 Where 
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Where few Jhail view thetn ; and where moft whojhall 
Behold them, take no heed of them at all. 

Iffomegood Patriots would begin thefajhion. 
It might allure, perhaps^ to imitation. 
And if it were not greedineffe ofgaine 
Among Church-Officers, which did maintains 
Such Cuflomes \ we fhoidd fomewhat moreforbeare 
To lay fo many flinking bodies there 
Where God wefeeke (and him fhould feeke tofinde. 
With purity of body, and of minde) 
Indeed our finne, alone pollutes \ and yet 
An outward decency is alfofit. 

Was^t well, that in the Church (where throngs and ?uat 
Did make us in the croud to pant andfweat) 
Ev^n in the midfl of our Devotions too. 
Men /hould, as oft it pleafed them to doe, 
Thrufl in (where we could hardly fland in eafe) 
Withfoure or five ftrong fmelling Carkafjes f 
Wait fit, fo many Graves, at fuch afeafon 
Should gape and breath upon us f was it reafon. 
That heaps ofrubbifh. Coffin-boards, andflones. 
Late buryd bodies, and halfe rotten bones, 
Gods Temple fhould pollute f and make it far 
More loathfome, then mofl Chamell houfes are f 
Wait fitting that to gaine their griping fees. 
They fhould endanger multitudes to leefe 
Their lives, or healths ? or, that they fhould fulfill 
A foolifh motion in a dead mans will. 
By wronging of the living f God forbid 
yt fhould be reafon ; and yet, thus they did. 

Thus did they ? yea, far worfe : for fhould I tell 
At what high rcUes, fome Churchmen, here did fell 
Their burying grounds : What fees tliey did exa6l : 
How Readers, Clarkes, and Sextons did compail. 

To 
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To racke the dead: to what a goodly fumme 
Their large Church-duties (infome cafes) come: 
What mujl be paid for Bearers, though men have 
Their friends to helpe convey them to the grave: 
WheUfor the Bells, though not a bell be rung: 
What y for their mourning-clothes, though none be hung 
Vpon them but their owne : what pay did paffe 
For FunWcUl Sermons, where no Sermon was : 
Andy what was oft extorted ( without fhame) 
To give him leafe to preach, who freely came: 
If here {I fay) Ifhould dif cover what 
7 might, ofthofe things mentioned, relate, 
Thofe men who die, that charges they may fave. 
Would feare they might be begger'd in the Grave : 
For, more to take that lodging hath beenefpent, 
Then would have bought a pretty tenement. 

Thus, as one matter drew another on, 
My Mufe hath diuers things difcourfl upon 
To many fundry purpofes : but, what 
I chiefly in this Canto aimed at 
Was, to prefenie in mind an awfuU fenfe 
Of what we fuflred in this Peflilence : 
What we deferred, and how varioufly, 
Gods lufHce, this one Corfive did apply. 
To eate out all Coiruptions, which be fpotted 
Our foules, and had ere this our bodies rotted. 

I might as well have memorized here, 
How diverfly God's Mercies did appeare, 
Amid his Judgements: how he comforted, 
When outward comfort failed : how he fed, 
When oile and meale were wailed : how he gaue 
Their lives to them, whofe feet were in the graue. 
What PcUiena, what high Fortitude he granted, 
And, how he flill fupplyed what we wanted. 

M4 I 
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I might commemorate, a world of Grace 
Beftow'd in this afflidlion, on this place, 
Both common, and in private. Many a vow 
(Of theirs, who will, 1 feare, forget it now) 
Was daily heard. Ten thoufand fuits were daigned ; 
Reprieves^ for foules condemned were obtained. 
Friends prayd for friends ; the parents for the lives 
Of their deare children. Husbands for their wives ; 
Wives for their husbands beg'd with teares & paflio, 
And, God with pitie heard their lamentation. 

In friends, in fervants, in the temporall wealth, 
In life, in death, in fickneffes, and health, 
God manifefled Mercy, Some did finde 
A Friend^ to whom till then, none had beene kind. 
Some, had their fervants better'd, for them, there, 
By Gods corredlion. Some, left wealthy were 
By dying kindred, who the day before 
Were like to beg their bread from doore to doore. 
Some, by their timely deaths were taken from 
Such prefent paines, or from fuch woes to come. 
That they are happy. Vnto fome, from heav'n, 
The bleffing of a longer life was giv'n. 
That they might call to minde their youthfull times. 
Repent omilTions, and committed crimes ; 
Amend their courfes, and be warifome 
That they difpleas'd not God, in times to come. 

Againe, fome others by their fickneffes. 
And by the feares they had in this Difeafey 
Grew awfull of Gods ludgements \ and within 
Their harts, good motions were, wher none had bin \ 
Ev'n in their hearts who fear'd nor God nor Devill, 
Nor guilt of fin, nor punifhment for evill. 
And, fome had health continued, that they might 
Gods praife extoU, and in his love delight 

Should 
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Should I declare, in what unufuall wife 
God op'ned here their foules dimfighted eyes, 
Who blinded were before ; how nigh had reacht 
To higheft Myjieries : what things they preacht 
Ev'n to their neighbours, and their family, 
Before their foules did from their bodies flye \ 
Or, fhould I tell but what young Children here 
Did fpeake, to take from elder folke their feare 
Of Sickneffes and Death ; what they exprefl 
Of heavenly bliffe, and of this worlds unreft ; 
What faith they had ; what llrange illuminations ; 
What flrong alfurances of their fsdvations ; 
And with what proper termes, and boldneffe they 
Beyond their yeares, fuch things did open lay, 
It would amaze our Naturallifls^ and raife 
A goodly Trophee to our Makers praife. 
But, this for me were too too large a task, 
And many yeares and volumes it would aske, 
Should I in thefe particulars record 
The never ending mercies of the Lord, 
For he that would his meaneft a6l recite. 
Attempts to meafure what is infinite.. 

That (lory therefore, in particular 
To meddle with I purpofe to defer 
Till in the Kingdome of eternity 
My foule in honor of his Majeily 
Shall Haldujah ling ; and over-looke 
With hallowed eyes, tiiat great eternall Booke, 
Which in a moment to my view (hall bring 
Each paired, prefent, and each future thing, 
And there my foule Ihall read, and fee revealed 
What is not by the LAMBE^ as yet, unfealed. 

Meane while He cry Hofannahy and for all 
His love to me, and mercies generall, 

M5 His 
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His three times holy, and thrice blelTed Name 
I praife, and vow for aye to praife the fame. 

The fifth Canto. 

The Auitior ju/hfies againe 
His Method, and his loufy Straine. 
Next^ having formerly made knowne 
The Common Feares, he tels his owne. 
Shewes with what thoughts he was difeafed^ 
When firjl the Plague his lodging feized : 
Of what God*s lullice him accujfed', 
Vpon what Doubts, or Hopes, ?u mufed\ 
On what, and how, he did refolve ; 
And who from Death, did him abfolve. 
The Plagues encreafe, he then expreffeth : 
The Mercies <7/"/^r L O R D confeffeth : 
Emplores that he himfelfe may never 
Forget them, hut, he thankefull ever : 
Then, mounting Contemplations wings, 
Afcends to high and ufefiill things. 
From thence his Mufe is called downe. 
To make Great Britaines errors knowne : 
Wherein, he doth confeffe a failing \ 
And (his infirmities bewailing) 
Is fitted and refoWd anew. 
His purpoid Meffage topurfue: 
And, having firfl anticipatedy 
His Arrant is, in part, related, 

PErhaps, the nicer CriHckes of thefe times, 
When they (hall fleightly view my lowly Rimes^ 
(Not to an end, thefe Poems fully reading, 
Nor their Occafion, not my AymeSy well heeding) 

May 
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May taxe my Mufe that (he at random flyes ; 
For want of Method, makes Tautologies ; 
And commeth off, and on, in fuch a fafhion, 
That, oft (he failes their curious expedlation. 

It is enough to me, that I doe know 
What they commend, and what they difallow. 
And let it be enough to them, that I 
Am pleased to make fuch faults for them to fpy. 
For I intend the Method which I ufe ; 
And, if they doe not like it, they may chufe. 
They who in their Compofures, keep the falhion 
Of older times, and write by imitation ; 
Whofe quaint Inventions mufl be trimd and trickt, 
With curious dreiTmgs, from old Authors pickt ; 
And whofe maine workes, are little elfe, but either 
Old fcattred Peeces^ finely gleVd together. 
Or, fome concealed Stru^res of the Braine, 
Found out (where long obfcured they have laine) 
And new attir'd / Thefe mufl (and well they may) 
Their Poefies in formall garbes aray. 
Their naturall defedls by Art to hide \ 
And, make their old new-firaines the Tefl abide. 

Thefe, doe not much amiffe, if they affume 
Some EJiridge feathers, or the Peacockes plume 
To (Irut withall : nor had I greatly heeded 
That courfe of theirs, if they had not proceeded 
To cenfure mine. My Mufe no whit envies 
That they from all their heathnilh Poefies 
Have skumm'd the Creame; & to themfelves (for that) 
The (lile of Prince of Poets arrogate. 
For, PlautuSy Horace, Perfeus, luvenai, 
Yea Greece and Pomes bed Mufes, we may call 
Their Tributaries \ fmce from them came in 
Thofe Treafures which their princely Titles win. 

Some 
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Sometime, as well as they I play the Bee\ 
But, like the Silkeworme, it befl pleafeth me 
To fpin out mine owne Bowells, and prepare them 
For thofe, who thinke it not a ihame to weare them. 
My Mattery with my Method, is mine owne ] 
And I doe plucke my Ftau/rs as they are blowne. 

A Maiden when ihe walkes abroad to gather 
Some herbs to ftrow the dwellings of her Father, 
(Or fragrant flowers to deck her wedding Bowre, 
Or make a nofegay for her Paramour) 
She comes into the Garden, and fird feizeth 
The riow*rs which firil (he fees, or what (he pleafeth ; 
Then runs to thofe whom ufe or memory, 
Prefenteth to her thought, or to her eye : 
As toward them (he h^eth, (he doth finde 
Some others, which were wholly out of minde, 
Ev'n till that very moment : while (he makes 
Her prife of thofe, (he notice likewife takes 
Of Herbs unknowne before, that lurking lay 
Among the pleafant Plants within her way : 
She crops off thefe, of thofe (he taketh none, 
Makes ufe of fome, and lets as good alone ; 
Here plucks the Cowflips, Rofes of ^'t prime. 
There Lavander, fweet Marjoram, and Thyme, 
Yonn luiy flowers, or the Damask Rofe, 
Or fweet-breath^d Violet, that hidden growes : 
Then fome againe forenam'd (if need (he thinks) 
Then Daifies, and then Marigolds, and Pincks : 
Then Herbs anew, then Flow'rs afre(h doth pull. 
Of ev'ry fort, untill her lap is full. 
And otherwhile, before that worke be done. 
To kill a Caterpiller (he doth run, 
Or catch a Butterfly ; which varies from 
That purpofe whereabout (he (iril did come. 

So, 
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So, from the Mufes Gardens, when I meane 
Thofe flow'rs of ufefiill Poefie to gleane, 
Which being well united may content 
My Chriftian Friends ; or with a plealing fent 
Perfume Gods houfe, or beautifie, or cheere 
My foule, which elfe would rude, and fad appeare : 
When this I meane ; I paint out ev'ry Thought^ 
As to my heart I feele it to be brought : 
I treat of things, as caufe conduces them, 
And as occafions, unto me, doe ihow them. 
Sometimes, I from the matter feeme to goe, 
For purpofes, which none but I may know. 
Sometime, an ufefuU Flatt/r I may forget ; 
Anon, into my Nofegay^ I doe fet 
Some other twice ; becaufe, perchance, the place 
Affords it better ufe, or better grace. 
As one conceit I ferioufly purfue, 
That, brings perhaps another to my view. 
And that another ; and that, many a one, 
Which if in Methods Allies I had gone, 
Had, peradventure, elfe remain*d unfeene ; 
And, in my Garland might have miffed beene. 

E're I my pen aflume, I feele the motions 
Of doing fomewhat, and have gen*rall notions 
Of what I purpofe : But, Mogul doth know 
As well as I, what path my Mufe will goe. 
What, in particular, I fhall expreffe, 
I know not (as I hope for happinefle) 
And though my matter, when I firfl begin. 
Will hardly fill one page ; yet being in, 
Methinks, if neither faintneffe, friends, nor night, 
Diflurbed me, for ever I could write. 
Vpon an inflant I oft feele my brefl 
With infinite variety poffefl ; 

And 
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And fuch a troup of things together throngs. 
Within my braine ; that, had I twenty tongues 
I (hould (whilft I aflaid to utter it) 
Twice more, then I could mention, quite forget 

A hundred Mufings^ which I meane to iay, 
Before I can expreffe them, flip away ; 
Which to recall, although I much endever, 
Oft pafTe out of my memory^ for ever ; 
And cary forth (ei?n to the worlds farre end) 
Some other thoughts, which did on them depend. 

Whilfl I my pen am dipping downe in inke, 
That's loil which next to tell you I did thinke ; 
And, fomewhat inllantly doth follow on, 
Which till that prefent, I ne*re thought upon. 

This, forceth me thofe Methods to forgoe, 
Which others in their Poems fancy fo. 
This makes me birth to my Conceptions give, 
As fail as they their Beings doe receive. 
Left whilft I for the common Midwife tary, 
The flitting iflue of my braine mifcary. 
And, howfoe're they pleafe to cenfure me, 
Who but Stepfathers to their Poemes be ; 
This, is that way of uttrance, that each Mufe 
Makes pradlice of, whom Nature doth infufe .• 
And, warrant from their Naturallflraines doth fet. 
Whom Artificiall Poets counterfeit. 

Thefe are true Raptures ; theirs are imitations^ 
Or, rather, of old Raptures, new Tranflations. 
This Method long agoe, old Mofes ufed, 
When God his Hymne of praife, to him infufed. 
Thus, Solomon his Song of Songs y compofed : 
And, when thy finger, 7/>*V/, was difpofed 
To praife the Lord, or fpeake unto his God, 
Or vent his paflions in a mournfull Ode, 

In 
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In this contemned wife, from him did flow, 
Thofe heav'nly Eaptures which we honor fo. 

As God's good Spirit caiy'd him along, 
So vary'd he, the matter of each Song. 
Now prayes ; ftraight /ra//2rM ; inllantly lamenteth \ 
Then halfe defpaires\ is by and by contented \ 
T\iQ per/on of the changeth \ oft r^eateth 
One fentence ; and one fuit oft iterateth. 
Which manner of expreflion, feemes to fome 
So methodlefle, and fo to wander from 
A certainty, in what he did intend, 
That they his well-knit Eapttires difcommend, 
As broken and dif-jointed ; when, indeed. 
From ignorance (or from their little heed 
To fuch expreffions, and fuch myfteries) 
Their caufelefTe difefteeme, did firft arife. 
Yea, Ignorance, not knowing what they meant, 
When fuch an uncouth path the Mufes went ; 
Was wont (long fmce) to call our foule-rapt^^/W^x, 
Poetick Furies : And that Name remaines. 

Yet, this old tra6l I follow ; this I ufe ; 
And, this no true-borne Poet can refufe. 
My fcope, I ever keepe, in all my Layes ; 
Which is, to pleafe, zxA profit, to Gods praife ; 
But, in one path, or in outpace to ride, 
It is not fit a Poet (hould be ty'd. 
Sometime he muft be grave ; left elfe, the wife 
The matter, or the manner, may defpife. 
Sometime he muft endevor to be plaine. 
Left all that he delivers be in vaine : 
Another while, he Parables muft ufe. 
And RiddleSy left fome ftiould the truth abufe. 
And they that are the Nymrods of the times 
Grow mad, in ftead of leaving off their crimes. 

Some- 
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Sometimes he mud be pleafingy led he maj 
Drive all his froward Readers quite away. 
Sometimes he mufl have bitter-firaines^ to keepe 
The fuUen Reader from a drowfie fleepe ; 
And whip thofe wantons, from an evill courfei 
That, wiUiout warning, would be daily worfe. 
Sometimes againe, he mu(l be fomewhat merry, 
Lefl Fooles^ of good in(lni<5lion, ihould be weary. 
Yea, he to all men all things (hould become, 
That he, of many, might advantage fome. 

This, makes me change the Ferfan, and the StyUy 
And vary from the matter, other while. 
This, makes me mixe fmal things, and great together ; 
Here, I am grave ; there, play I with a feather. 
One page, doth make fome Reader halfe beleeve, 
That I am angry : In the next, I give 
The Childe an Aple. In one leafe, I chide ; 
I fomewhat in another doe provide, 
To helpe excufe thofe frailties I reproved .• 
And thofe excufes, are in place removed, 
From fuch reproofes ; lefl following on too nigh, 
The Check, might without heed, be paffed by. 

This courfe becomes the Mufes. This doth fave 
Our Lines from juil reproofe, when Tyrants rave 
At our free Numbers : and when Fooles condemne 
Our Straines, becaufe they underfland not them. 
Such Foefie is right : and, therefore, they 
Who fludy matter, and what words to fay, 
Doe falfly arrogate to be infpired ; 
Since, when they boafl their foules are this way fired, 
It is but Wim, or FaffUm makes them rave : 
And thence the Mufes their difgraces have. 
Mofl times, when I compofe, I watch, and fafL 
I cannot find my Spirits, when I tafle 

Of 
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Of meats and drinks ; nor can I write a line, 

Sometime, Ihould I but take one draught of wine. 

Men fay, it makes a Poet, and doth warme 

His braine, and him with (Irong invention arme. 

No marvell then, that moil doe reckon me 

For none, who of this Age the Poe/s be ; 

And, that fo envioufly at me they ilrike, 

For they and I are not infpir*d alike. 

In fuch like workes as thefe, if I fhould fill 

My head, my Afu/e would have an empty quill ; 

And, that which to expreffe (he then prefumes, 

Would fmother'd be, with vapourings and fumes. 

But, when thofe write ; thefelves they fini make mery 

With Claret J with Canary ^ or with Sherry. 

And thefe are fure the Deities which malce 

A fenfuall eare, of them, befl liking take. 

When fuch as they reprove a finfull Siaie^ 
Or would thofe great enormities relate, 
Wherein their times offend ; they may be brought 
To queilion for it ; and it may be thought 
Their fpleene, revenge, or envy, did incite 
Their braines to hammer, what their pens did write, 
fiecaufe they did premeditate, and ilraine 
Their faculties, their projedls to attaine. 
But, when a man one Subjedl purpofing. 
Sits downe to write it, and another thing 
(Vnthought upon before) quite thrufleth out 
The matter which at firfl he went about : 
When he remembers, that nor fpight, nor fpleene, 
Nor envy hath his primus motor beene : 
When he perceives, nor dangers, nor dii^race 
Can fright him, when fuch Raptures are m place : 
When he doth find, that with much eafe & pleafure 
He utters what exceeds the common meafure 

Of 
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Of his owne Gifts : And that (although his Rimes 
Are none of thoftjlrofig lines that catch the times) 
They from the Vertuous, good refpedl can draw, 
And keepe the proudell vitious-men in awe : 
What ihould he thinke, but that the pow'r of God 
Infpireth him, to (how his will abroad? 
What need he feare, but, mod undantedly, 
Make ufe of his infpired Faculties 
No arrogance it were, if he, or I, 
Should fay that God our pens had fpoken by, 
To thofe we live among ; fmce, we might fay. 
He fpeakes by all his creatures, ev'ry day : 
Yea, iince in elder times it came to paffe. 
That he declared his pleafure by an Affe. 

What (hould we do but fpeak, when we are willed ? 
Whan can we doe but fpeake when we are filled ? 
While wicked men we doe remaine among. 
With Davidy we a while may curb the tongue ; 
But, bume it will within us, till we fpeake, 
And forth, at lail, fome thundring voice will breake. 

And what (hould then our hearers doe, but leame 
Their errors, by our Poems^ to difceme ? 
Why (hould they raile at us, who neither feare 
Their fury, nor for all their threatnings care ? 
Why doe they, childifhly, our Lines condemne, 
That (Irike but at their JS^iTrVx, not at them t 
Why, fo unjuftly dill, are we purfued, 
Who (hew them how their falls may be efchewed ? 
And why doe they by feeking of our (hame, 
Encreafe our glories, and themfelves defame ? 
Whence comes all this, but from that fotti(hne(re 
Which doth mod people of this age podefle ? 

But, let thefe quedions pa(re ; led by degrees. 
They draw us on, untill our marke we leefe. 

Thus 
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Thus far my Mufo hath wilfully digrefl, 
And of Yitr purpo/e, now (he vents the reft. 

When divers weeks together I had wafted 
In viewing thofe affli6lions others tafted ; 
When day by day, I long had walkt abroad, } 
Beholding how the fcourging hand of God, 
Affliifled other men, and how, each morning 
My going out, and how my back returning. 
Was evr*y night in fafety ; I began 
Gods care and my unworthinefle to fcan. 
And, 'twas, me thought, a favour, which required 
To be both much acknowledged, and admired ; 
That (when fo many houfes, ev*ry day. 
Were vifited) the place wherein I lay 
Stood free fo long ; confidering we were many. 
And, then, reforted to, as much as any. 
But, there was fomewhat needfull to be knowne. 
Which no mans griefe could teach me, but mine own. 
And, that I might thereof informed be, 
God fent at laft his Judgements home to me. 
Yea, peradventure, in my foule he faw 
Some failings of my former filiall awe ; 
Some thanldefnefle ; fome inward pride of heart ; 
Or over-weening of mine owne defert, 
Ariling from the mercifull prote<5lion 
Which he vouchfafed me from this Infe6lion \ 
And therefore fent as my Remembrancer^ 
His dreadfull, and his bloody Meffenger 
To take his lodging, where my lodgings were ; 
And put his rage in execution there. 
For, m upon us, that Contagion broke, 
Five foules out of our Gate, it quickly tooke. 
And left another wounded ; that I might 
Conceive my danger, and Gods love, aright 

It 
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It fell about the time in which their fum 
Who weekly died, to the full was come : 
Then, when infedlion to fuch height was growne, 
That many dropped on a fudden downe 
In ev'ry flreet : yea, when fome fooles did tell 
The lying Fables of the Falling-Bell 
At Weflminfler ; and how that then did flye 
No Bird through Londons ayre which did not dye: 
Ev'n then it was. And, though fome few did pleafe> 
By fuch like tales, and (Irange Hyperboles^ 
To overilraine the (lories of our forrow : 
They did much needlefly their fidlions borrow 
To fet it forth. Nay, their falfe rumors made 
Our woes appeare leile great, then thofe we had. 

Till now, I made the fmart of others knowne .• 
The Griefes I next will tell you, are mine owne. 
At firll, 1 flood as one who from a Towre 
Beholding how the fword doth fuch devoure 
(Who in the (Ireets beneath him fighting be) 
Accounts himfdfe from danger to be free. 
But, at the lail, I fared, as it fares 
With fuch, whofe Foes have made, at unawares, 
A breach upon their Bulwarke; and I flood 
No meane affaults, to make my {landing flood. 
For, both within me, and without me, too, 
I had enough, and full enough to doe. 

No fooner to my Chamber was I gone. 
But, I was followed flraight, and fet upon 
By (Irong Ajffailants, who did much intrude, 
Aiid much difeafe me, by their multitude. 
My Reafon^ who to Faith did lately floop, 
Revolted, and brought on a mighty troup 
Of trayt'rous Arguments^ whereby (he thought, 
On this my difadvantage, to have wrought 

Tempta- 
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Temptations^ dye-Sugge^nSy Feare and Doubt^ 

Did undermine, and clofe me, round about. 

My Confcience did begin to be afraid 

My Faith had beene a falfe one \ who betraid 

My Soule to Death : and (whether then it were 

The pow'r of ftrong InfefHon^ or elfe Feare^ 

Occafion*d by thofe combatings within, 

Or both together) I did then begin 

To finde my body weakned more and more, 

And felt thofe pangs till then unfelt before. 

Ev'n many dayes together, fo it fared : 
And fure if SuperJHtum could have feared 
My better fetled heart, there hapned that, 
Which I had fear'd, and fomewhat ftartled at : 
And (though I never outwardly complained 
To any one, of that which I fuftained) 
That week, in which our houfe was vifited, 
And made complete the number of their dead ; 
I had a ileepleffe night ; in which with heat 
Oppreil, I purged out (in Head of fweat) 
Raund-ruddy-fpots (and, that, no little (lore) 
Which on my brefl, and ihoulders, long I wore. 

Perhaps, it was the PeJtiUnce^ which then 
So marked me ; and I, as other men, 
By her had beene devoured, had I not 
Through Gods great mercy, my free pardon got 
Which, how, and on what termes, the fame I gain'd. 
He now declare. For, though they feeme but fain*d, 
Or melancholy thoughts, which here I tell ; 
Yet, fure, to fmother them, I did not well 
For, fome, perhaps, will thinke (as well as I) 
That none ihould ileightly paffe fuch mufings by : 
And fome (who at firll viewing will furmife, 
That in thefe things I meerly poetifc) 

Will 
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Will find, perchance, in times that fhall enfue, 
Experimentall proofes that all is true ; 
Should DarknejfCy where her vifage, Danger^ (howes, 
(At fuch a difadvantage) them enclofe. 

When all alone I lay, and apprehended, 
How many mifchiefes my poore foule attended ; 
I plainly faw (though not with camall eyes) 
God's dreadfuU Angelly ready to furprife 
My trembling foule ; and ev'ry hideous feare, 
Which can to any naturall man appeare, 
(In fuch a cafe, to aggravate his terror) 
Approacht, with ev'ry circumflance of horror. 
I faw the Mujler of each paifed evill, 
And all my youthfuU follies, by the Devill 
Brought in again 11 me, marfhall'd, and prepared, 
To fight the battell which I long had feared, 
And fuch a multitude of them furrounded 
My Confdence^ that I was almofl confounded. 

A thoufand finnes appear'd which were forgot, 
And which I till that moment minded not, 
Since firil committed ; and more ugly far 
They feem'd, then when they perpetrated were. 
Yea many things whereof I bragg'd, and thought 
That I, in doing them, fome good had wrought, 
Declared themfelves againll me ; and I found 
That they did give my foule the deepefl wound. 
When thefe had quite enclofed me, I faw 
The TableSy and the Volumes of the Law^ 
To me laid open : and I was, me thought. 
Before the prefence of Gods luflice brought, 
Who fi-om her eye did frownes upon me dart. 
And feemed, thus to fpeake unto my heart. 

(Oh ! Readers marke it well ; for to this Doome^ 

Or to a worfe then this, you all mufl come. 

Sup- 
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Suppofe thou noty vaine man, thou dojlpoffeffe 

This life till now^ far thine oivne righieaufneffe. 

Or that thou meritejl more grace to have 

Then they who new arefent to fill the Grave : 

Lo, here, thy Foe hath brought of thy offences 

An Army, andfo many evidences 

Of thy Corruption ; that plead what thou wilt 

Of merit in thy felve, they prove a guilt 

So hainous, that thy foule thou canfl not free: 

Yet other finfull thoughts of thine I fee, 

Ifearch thy heart, and J dif cover there 
Deceits, which cannot to thy f elf e appeare. 
J know thy many fecret imperfeiiions, 
I know thy paffons, and thy vaine affe^Hons \ 
And, that performances thou haft not made 
According to thofe favours thou haft had. 
Vaine glory, profit, or fame camall end, 
Thy hejl endeavor alwayes did attend', 
And, as diflrufiing, God would thee beguile. 
An arme offlefh thoufeekefl otherwhile : 
Not as theftcond, but the chiefefl Caufe : 
Which from the glory of thy God withdrawes. 

Mine eye doth fee what arrogance and pride 
7'hou dofi among thy faireft vertues hide ; 
And, what impieties, thoujhouldfl have done. 
Had I notfiopt the courfe thou thoughtfl to run. 
Oft times, when others Vices, thou hafl fltotune. 
Thou hafi forgotten to repent thine owne. 
And, many times, thy tart reproof es have beene 
The fruits, not of thy Vertue, but of Spleene. 
Thy wanton Lufls (but that I did refiraine 
Their fury, when thou would/l haveflackt the Reine) 
Had borne thee headlong to thofe deeds offhame. 
With which thy evill willers blur thy Name. 

Shouldft 
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SJumldJl thou have done the bejlthat thou wert ablgy 

Thy fervices had beene unprofitable : 

But^ thou fear ce haife thy Talent hajl employ d\ 

And^ that f mall good thou didft^ is nigh de/lroyd^ 

By giving fome occafion^ needlefly^ 

Of quejlioning thy true fincerity. 

God oft hath hid thy frailties, and thyfinne. 
Which being knoivne, would thy difgrau have bin, 
Thefhow ^/ Wit and Vertue, thou haft had, 
He, to the world more eminent hath made. 
Then theirs^ who wifer, and much better are. 
Though outward helpes, and fortunes, wanting were. 
And, though thy knowledge, and thy former Layes, 
Among your formall Wizzards got no praife. 
Yet, what they counted foolifhneffe, became 
A greater honor to thyfleighted Name, 
Then tJuy obtained: And, that Grace (I fee) 
Begot more pride, t/ien thankefulneffe in thee: 
And, Iwasfaine, to let fome fcandcds fiye, 
To teach unto thee, more humilty. 

In all thy wants, tlioufhll haft beene relieved-, 
From heav'n thou comfort hadfl, whe thou wert grieved -y 
When Princes threatntd, thou wert fearleffe made] 
In all thy dangers, thou a Guard haft had\ 
In clofefl prifon, thou befl freedome gainedft\ 
Jn great contempts, thou moft efleeme obtainedft\ 
When, moft thy foes did labour to undoe thee. 
They brought moft honor, and nwfl profit to thee. 
Yea, fhll when thy deftruHion was expelled. 
Then, God, thy peace beyond thy hope, effeHed 
And, in theftead ofpraifing him for this. 
Thou robdfl him of much honour that was his. 
Thou wert content, to heare the vulgar fay. 
Thy Spirit, and thine Innocence made way 

To 
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To thy efcape. Whereas thy Confcima knew^ 
Thou vert a Coward, till God did endue 
Thy heart with Fortitude, and freely gave thee 
That innocency which from harme didfave thee. 

When God thy Name divul^ d for fome good end 
( Which his wife Providence didforeintend) 
Thou tookfl the glory of it for thine owne^ 
And^juflly^ therefore^ thy fo being knowne^ 
Hath beene a meanes whereby thy Foes havefent 
Their fcandal farther^ then they elfe had went. 

Asfoone as God from trouble did releafe thecy 
(Or^ but with hopes of outward things poffeffe thee) 
Some fruitleffe thoughts did quite thy heart eflrangCy 
And after fuch vaine Proje<Sls make thee range^ 
T7tat he was oft compeld to put thee from 
Thofe bleffingi, which eifn to thy lips were come \ 
Lefty being then unfeainably received^ 
Thou mighift of better things have beene bereaved. 
Few menfo nigh great Hopes attained every 
With fuch f mall fortuneSy and without endeavor y 
As thou haft done \ and fewer have beene croft 
That way (which thou haft beene) in what was loft] 
That fee and know thou mightftyfuch lofjfe and gaine^ 
Hefent'y andy that he neither fent in vaine 
Yeay that thofe evils which thou hadft in thoughty 
Should f cape the being into action brought y 
III tongues wereftured topretfeni thefa^y 
By blazing what was never yet in ail: 
Buty might have beeney perhapSy had not that armed 
Thy heart; whereby thy foes would thee have harmed. 

Thou to refre/h thyfouUy haftpleafures hady 
And thou by their abufcy haft feebler made 
Her ufefuU Faculties. Thou haft enjoyed 
Youthyftrengthy and health ; andy them haft mif-employed. 

N Thy 
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Thy God hath made thee gracious in their eyes, 
Whofe good efleeme, thy Joule doth highly prife \ 
And (of ill purpofe though lie not condemne 
Thy love, or meaning, to thyfelfe or them) 
Thou haft full often jftole their hearts away, 
Ei/nfrom themf elves ; and made thine owne a prey 
To many palTions ; which didfometimes bring 
Vpon yourfelves, a mutuall torturing : 
Becaufe you did not in your Xoveis propofe 
Thofe ends, for which, Affedlion, God bejknues. 
But, fpent your houres (thcUjhould have beene emplofd 
To leame and teach how youjhould have enfold 
Gods love) that flame, to kindle, in each other \ 
Wherein, you might have perijhed together. 

Thou aggravated haft thy pard^n^ crimes. 
And, iterated them, a thoufand times. 
Ei/n yet, thou doft renew them eifry day ; 
And when for Mercy thou doft come to pray. 
Thou meriteft confufion, through that folly. 
Which makes thy prayers to become unholy. 

Nay, at this time, and in this very place, 
Where God in luigtvatnt ftaruis before thy face, 
Thou oftforgetft the danger thou art in ; 
Forgetft Gods mercy, and doft hourelyftn. 
Thou doft negleil thy time, and trifle out 
Thofe dayes, thatjhould have beene employ d about 
Theferviu of thy Maker. Thou doft give 
Thyfelfe that liberty, as if to live 
Or dye, were at thy choice ; and that cU pleafure. 
Thou mightft purffu his worke \ and at thy leafure. 
Thy Talent thou mif-fpendft\ and here, as though 
To looke upon Gods Judgements were enough 
For thee to doe ; thou doft with negligence 
Perfbrme thy vowes ; which adde to thy o fence. 

And, 
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Afid he^for thefo thy faults, and many moe; 
Whereof thy Confcience tlue doth guilty know. 
My fpotted-Hound hathfeized thee : from wham. 
That thou with lifefhouldfl licence have to come, 
What canfl thou fay f I could not make reply ; 
For, Feare, and Guilt, and that dread Majdly 
Which I had apprehended, tooke away 
My fpeach ; and not a word had I to fay. 

But Mercy who came arme in arme along 
With lufUce, and about her alwayes hung ; 
Did looke, me thought, upon me, with an eye 
So truly pitifull, that inflandy 
My heart was cheered, and {Mercy prompting her) 
Such words, or thoughts as thefe (he did prefer. 

Tis true mofl awfiU ludice, that my fin 
Hath greater then thy accufations bin. 
The mofl refined actions of my foule, 
Are in thy prefence, horrible and foule. 
And if thou take account ofwltat is done, 
I cannot often thoufand anfwer one, 
Asfoone as I am denfedfrom myfinne, 
Tofoile myfelfe anew I doe begin. 
I to my vomit, like a Dog, retire. 
And like a Sow, to walUnv in the mire : 
I have within my foule, difkmpers, pc^ions \ 
And hourely am befugd withflrong temptations. 
My Flefli is weake, except it be to fin ; 
My Spirit^/>i/f, when I the goalefhould winne. 
My Will Affe^th mofl, what is mofl vaine\ 
My Memory doth evill befl retaine. 
That little good I would, I cannot doe ; 
Thofe evills I deleft, I fall into. 
The vapours which from earthly things arife, 
Too often veile heai^ns glories from mine eyes, 

N2 And 
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And /, who can fometimes by amtemplaiian^ 

Advance myfoule above the common Jiatum^ 

(The world contemning) doe fometimes ageny 

Lye groveling on the ground with other men: 

My Faith dothfaile ; my mounting wings are dipt \ 

Of all my braveries I quite amflript\ 

My hopes are hid\ my fins doe me defile \ 

And in my owne efleenUy myfoule is vile, 

I will acknowledge all my aber rations ^ 

According to their uttnofl aggravations ; 

And here confeffe, that I deferve therefore 

The loffe of Mercies love for evermore ; 

Which were a greater plague^ then to abide 

All torments here^ and all hell plagues befide, 

Buty I repent myfinne: loe^ I abhor e it, 
Andy with my heart, am truly fory for it 
I fear e thine anger, (but, tofeare the love 
Of Mercy could be lofi, would in me prove 
A greater horror) and noflavifh dread. 
But loving feare, this grief e in me hath bred. 
It paines myfoule, that I who have conceived 
Such pleafures in thy favours, and received 
Such tokens of thy love, from day to day. 
Should paffe a moment of my time away 
In any vanity ; or live to be 
One minutes f pace without a thought of thee. 
But, more I grieve, that Ifhould more tranfgreffe 
Then many doe, whom thou hctfl favoured leffe. 

Although lam a /inner, yet I vow, 
I doe not in myfoule myfinnes allow, 
But, I deleft them, and oft pray, andflrive. 
That, I ctccording to thy Law may live, 
(At leqft I thinke I doe) and hopefiUl am. 
My love to thee is true, though much to blame. 

In 
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7n me there howrely rife (againjl my will) 
Thofe lufts which JJhould moriifie and kill : 
And as I am enabled^ Idoefmite 
As well the fat , as leant Amalekite. 

Buty if I have a fin that is become 
My Agag ; or as deare as Abfolom, 
/ wifh a Samuel, or a loab may 
DeRroy it e're myfoule itfhall betray, 
For^ if my heart hath not itfelfe deceived^ 
It wouldf with willingneffe, be quite bereaved 
Of what it mofl affects (yea, facrifice 
That which is dearer then my hands, or eyes) 
E*re cherifh, wittingly , within my brefl, 
A thought, which thy uprightnefje doth detefl. 

Thou knowefl, that y take nopleafures in 
That a6l which 1 doe fear e to be a fin : 
Much leffe if I doe know itfo : and, this 
Doth bitter make it, when I doe amiffe : 
Though in my wayes my walkings, now and then, 
Appeare irregular to other men \ 
(And other while mayfhows ofevill make) 
Becaufe from thence offences others take. 
Yet, thought I not, it leffe o^ended thee 
To ufe it, then unuid to let it be, 
I would not tread once more infuch a path, 
Tofave my life, and all the joy it hath. 
But,fhould it cofl my life I cannot tell 
If(infome anions) I doe ill or well, 
For, many times, when Idoefeeke tofhun 
A plafh, into a whirlepoole I doe run. 
The Wolfe Ifiye, and loe, a Lyon frights me ; 
Ifhun the Lyon, and a Viper bites me, 
A fcandall followes, if I take my courfe\ 
If I divert it, t/iere enfucs a worfe. 
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V I perfift in thai which I intend^ 

It giifeth fom€ oaafion to offend : 

ff Iforgpe it \ my owm knowledge faya 

Jfin^ and fcandall give fome other wayes. 

I find not in my a^HonSy or affeilions 

That thing thai is not full of imperfeSHons, 

y cannot doe a good or pious ail 

Bui there is fomewhat evill in thefaH^ 

Or in ilu manner \ and it either tends 

To this mans dammagCy or that man offends. 

Whatever I refolve upon^ I finde 

Ji doth not fully fatisfie my mituie. 

I am fo flraitnedy that I know not whence 

To finde the meanes offhunning an offence ; 

Andy if dear Mercy, thou affift me noty 

Myfairefi ail will prove myfouleft blot 

The World, our Friends, our Paifions, or our Feare, 
Hathfo intangled uSy at unaware. 
With manifold engagements j andfo drawes 
And windes uSy by degrees, into thai Maze 
Ofendleffe Wandrings ; thai it leads us to 
That fin, fomeiimeSy which we abhor to doe : 
Andy oiherwhile foflrangely giddifies 
The ReafoD, and thefou/es befl Fdculiies \ 
That (as Jfaid before) we doe not know 
What in ourfelves to like, or difallow. 
Yea, wefuch turnings and croffe wayes doe finde, 
That ofty our Guides (as well as we) are blinde. 

The Spirit and the Flefli have their delighty 
In things, fo diverfCy andfo oppofite : 
Andyfuch a Law of Sinne doth fUll abide 
Within our Members ; thai, wefwarve afide 
Doe what we can : and, while we helpe the onCy 
To whatfeemcs needfully th'other is undone. 

If 
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If by the Spirits motion^ I proceed 

To compaffe what I thinke my Soule may needy 

My Body wants the while ; andlamfaine 

To leave my courfe \ that her I may fuftaine : 

Left my engagements ^ or neccffitieSy 

Might my well meant endeavor fcandalize. 

Jf J but feed my Body, that it may 

Afftft my Spirit in fome lawfull way ; 

Jt ftraight growcs wanton : If Jfafti it makes 

My fpirit faint in whatfhe undertakes : 

Andy if I keepe a meane ; meane fruits are they^ 

(And little worth) which then produce I may, 

Tfin a Chriftian Xovtfome hours Jfpend 
To he a comfort to fome female friend^ 
Who needs my counfeU: I doe caufcy the while y 
Another with hot jealoufieSy to boyle : 
Nor know I how myfelfe excufe J may 
Vnleffe another s weakneffe I difplay. 
Which if I doe not y or fome lye invent. 
They cenfure me unkinde, or impudent, 

I can nor doe, nor fpeake, nor thinke thai thing, 
Buty ftill^ fome inconvenience it will bring \ 
Or y fome occafion of an evilly be 
To mCy or others ; or to theniy and me. 
And from the body of this Death, by whom 
Buty by my Saviour, can I freed become ? 

Oh ! thereforcy fweet Redeemer, y«<wr lend me, 
Andy from thefe bogSy andfnares offmy defend me \ 
Deare God, affiftin thefe perplexitiesy 
Which from our fraile condition doe arife, 
Setftraighty 7 pray theCy Lord, the crookedneffe 
Of erring Nature ; and thefe faults redreffe. 
So out of frame, is etffy thing, in mCy 
Thaty I can hope for cur Cy from nonCy but thee, 

N\ To 
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To t)ue I therefore kneele ; to thee I pray ; 
To t/iee my foule complaineth \ ev^ry day : 
Doe thou but fay y Be whole ; or be thou cleane ; 
Andy Ifhallfoone be pure^ and founds agen. 

The WiU thou ga/fl me, to affeH thy Will, 
Though it continue not fo perfeilfUlly 
As when thoufirfl befloit^dfl the fame ; accept ity 
Eifnfuch as my polluted Veffell kept in, 
Fory though it wounded bCy throt^h many fights 
Continued with my carnall appetites : 
Yety if my hearts defire to me be knoivney 
Thy Pleafure Ipreferre before mine owne. 
If J could chufCy I would not guilty be 
Of any a6l difpleafing unto thee. 
In all my lifCy I would notfpeake a wordy 
Buty that which to thy liking might accord, 
I would not thifike a thought y but what might fhoWy 
That from thy Spirit, all my mufingsflow, 
7 would nor hate, nor LoVe, nor hope, nor feare, 
Buty as unto thy praife it ufefull were, 
I would not have a joy within my hearty 
Of which thoufhouldd not be the greater part. 
Nor would I life or dyCy or happy be 
In life or death ; but (Lord) to honour thee. 

Oh ! let this Will (which is the precious feed 
Of thine owne Tx)ve) be taken for the deed, 
Ajfflfl thou me againfl t/ie potent evill 
Of my great Foes, the World, the Flefh, the Devill. 
Renew my fainting pon^rSy my heatt revive \ 
Refrefh my fpiritSy and my foule relieve. 
Lord draw mey by the cords of thy affe6iiony 
And Ifhallfdll in love with thy perfefHon. 
Vnloofe my chaineSy and I fliall then be free \ 
Convert mey and converted IJliall be, 

Yeay 
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